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To His GRACE 


7 O H N 
DUKE of ARGTLE, 


and GREENWICH, &c. 


My Lorp, 
this is tke only 
Method by which 


Men of Genius and 
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Learning 5 tho fmall 
perhaps my Claim to either,- can 


{hesg 








fhew their Efteem for Perfons 
of 
{fuperior Manner to the reft of 


Mankind, I could never em- 
brace a more favourable Op- 





extraordinary Merit, in a 





portunity to expreis my Vene- 





ration for your Grace than be- 
fore a Tranflation of {fe antient 
and valuable an Author as He- 
fiod. Your high Defcent, and 


the Glory of your dwluftrious 
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The DEDICATION: 





Rove, of all virtuous and dif- 
tinguifhing Souls, and to thit 
only, I dedicate the following 





Work. The many Circumftances 
which contributed to the raifing 





you to the Dignitys which. you 





now enjoy, and which render 
you deferymg the greateft Fa- 
vours aPrince can.beftow, and, 





what is above all, which fix you 
ever dear in the Affection of 
your Country, will be no -{mall 
Part of the Englijb Hiftory, and 
fhall make the Name of AR- 
GYLE facred to every Genera- 

tion. ; 
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The DEDICATION. 


tion, nor is it the leaft Part of 
your Character, that the Nation 
entertains the higheft Opinion 
of your Tafte and Judgement 
in the polite Arts. 

You, my Lord, know how 
the Works of Genius lift up the 
Head of a Nation above her 


Neighbours, and give it as much 

















Honour as Succefs in Arms; 
among thefe we muft reckon 
our 'T'ranflations of the Clafiics, 
by which, when we have natu- 








ralized.all Greece and Rome, we 
fhall be. fo niuch richer than 


they 





our OWT). 





By Tranflations, when 


performed by able Hands, our 





Countrymen have an Opportu- 
nity of difcovering the Beautys 
of the Antients, without the 





Trouble and Expence of learn- 





ing their Languages, which are 








of Honour, whofe Verfes are the 





a de- 
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delightful Channels thro which 


the beft Precepts of Morality are 
Mind ; they 


have generally Something in 





XVII 








conveyed to. the 








them fo much above the cam- 





mony of N umbers, 
put together conftitute the Os 
that the Reader is in- 
{pired with Sentiments of Honour 
and Virtue, he thinks with Ab- 
horrence of all that is bafe and 











divinum , 











trivial ; 
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a juft Senfe 
arifing from Works of Genius, 
and will therefore pardon the 


Zeal in which I exprefs Myfelf 


concerning them: and great is 














the Blefling, that we want not 
Perfons who have Hearts equal 











to their Powr to cherith them: 
and here I muft beg Lezve to 


da 2 Ray 








The DEDICATION. 


pay -a Debt of Gratitude to one, 
who, I dare fay, is as highly 
thought of by all Lovers of pu- 
lite Learning as by Myfelf I 
mean the Earl of PEMBROKE. 








Much would I fay in Commen- 
dation of that great Man, but I 
am checked by the Fear of of- 
fending that Virtue which every 
one admires. The fame Reafon 


makes Me dwell lefs on the Praife 
of your Grace. than my Heart 


inclines Me to. 








The many Obligations which 
I have received from a Lady, of 


whofe Virtues I can never fay 

















Manner; and _particu- 
to the 









larly before a JTranflation, 
perfecting which I may with Pro- 
priety fay fhe greatly conduced by 





her kind Solicitations ın my Ee- 
half, and. her earneft Kecommen- 
dation of Me to feveral Perfons of 





iunio. I believe your Grace 
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if I confefs Myfelf ambitious of 
being in the leaft Degree of Fa- 
vour with fo excellent a Lady 








E dhall conclude, without 


troubling your Grace with any 
more Circumftances relating to 
Myfelf, 


I offer was more worthy your 





fincerely with.ng what 








Patronage ; and at the fame Time 





I beg it may be received as pro- 


ceeding from a juft Senfe of your 


** ite 
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Eminence in all that is great and 


laudable. 


Iam, my Lorp, 


‘with the moft profound Refped, 
your Graces 


most obedient, 
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A. 


DISCOURSE 


ON THE 


LIFE of HESIOD. 





T HE Lives of few Perfons are confounded Se@. g: 


with fo many Eħcertafntys, and fabulous = — 





Relations, as thofe of Hefiód: and: Homer ; 


for which Reafon, what may poffibly be true is ae 
times as much difputed as the romantic Part oftheir 
Storys. The firft has been more fortunate than the 
other, in furnifhing us, from his Writings, with 
fome Circumftances of Himfelf and Family; as the 















out of Difpute, tho he thas not iced the Pe riod, . 


that he was one of thre carlyeft Wetters oí da. 
we have any Account. 


B 2° He 














<A Difeourfe on the 


2. He tells us, in the fecond Boek of his Korks. 
Of his and Days, that his Father was an Inhabitant “of 


own, and 


Father's, Cuma, in one of the Æoltan Ifles; from whence 


Country, 
fom En he Piina to Afira, a Village 1 in Be@otia, at the 





Fabricius, and others, fay he was of Cuma. He- 
fiod himielf feems, and not undefignedly, to have 
prevented any Miftake about his Country; ue tells 
us pofitively, 1n the fame Book, he never was but 
once at Sea, and that ina Voyage from ulzs, a 





Sea-port in Bæotza, to the land Fubea. This, 
connected with the former Pafflage of his Father 
failing from Cuma to Beotia, will leave us in no 
Doubt concerning his Country. | 


2. Of what Quality his Father was we are not very 


e certain; that he was drove from Cuma to Afira, 


frem his by Misfortunes, we have the Teftimony of Hefod. 
Writings. Some tell us he fled to avoid paying a Fine; but 


what Reafon they have to tmagine that I know 
not. It is remarkable that our Poet, in the firft 


Book of his Works and “Days, calls his Brother 
Sov yercs 5 we are told indeed that the Name of 


his Father was ; Dios, of which we are not affured 
from any of his Writings now extant; but if it 


was, I rathe believe, had he defigned to call his 
Bro- 




















fore by ôr yevrds intend to call him of ace 





divine. Le Clerc obferves, on this Paflage, that, 
the mld Poets were always proud of the Epithet 
divine, and brings an Inftance from Homer, who 
ftiled the Swineherd of Us/yfes fo; in the fame 
Remark“‘1e fays, he thinks Hefiod debafes the Word 


in his Application of ft, having fpoke of the ne- 
ceffitous Circumftances of his Father in the follow- 
ing Book. Ihave no Doubt but Le Clerc is right 
in the Meaning of the Word doy, but at the 
fame Time I think his Obfervation on it trifling ; 


becaufe, if his Father was reduced to Poverty, we 
are not to infer from thence he was never rich, or 
if he was always poor, that is no Argument apainft 


his being of a good Family; nor is the Word divine 


















Offce in —_— ‘Times. 
Reading by Tzetzes: 


have took the Word in the fame Senfe, in their 
Latin 'Yranflations of the Works and Bays - 









Frater ades (fays Valla y} generofo e 
Sanguine Perfè. 
And Frifius calls him, Perfè divine 





She 
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4. The Genealogy likewife whith the Author of 
A tog. the Cionention betwixt Homer and Hefiod pra us 














King Piri was the —_ ae Linus, DE of 
Pierus, and the Nymph Methone; and Orpheus 
of OEagrus, and the. Mufe Calliope, Orpheus 
was the Father of Othrys, Othrys of Hlarmonides, 
and Harmonides of Philoterpus;, from him fprung 
Luuphemus,; the Father of Apzphrades, who begot 
MMenalops, the Father of Dos; Hefod.and.Per/fes 
were the Sons of “Dzos by P-ucamede, the Daughter 
of Apollo; Perfes was the Father of won, whofe 
Daughter, Crythezs, bore Homer: to the River 
Meles. Hlomer.is here made the great Grandfon 
of Perfes, the Brother of Hefiod. I do not give 
this Account with a View it fhould be much de- 
pended on, for it is plain, from the poetical Ety- 
mologys of the Nameš, it is a fictitious Genera- 
tion; yet two ufeful Inferences may be made 
from it; firft, it is natural to fuppofe, the Author 
of this Genealogy would not forge fuch ah honour- 
able Deicept unlefs it was generally believed he 


was of a great Family; nor Would he place him. 


fo long ‘before Homer, was it not the prevailing: 
Opinic nh he was firft. 

















Mr 


Lire of Hesron. 31 
Mr Kennet tells us of an Aftronomer, Longo- 5: 
Of his 
montanus, a Dane, who undertook to fettle the joe some 
Age of Hefiod from iome Lines in his Yorks and an 
. : onti- 
Days; and that he made it agree with the Arun- nus, and 
delian Marble, which makes him about thirty (a as 
Svars helore Homer. Marble. 


Herodotus aures us that Hefiod, whom he 6... | 

i ; . | i From He- 

places fivft in his Account, and Homer, lived four rodotus. 
hundred Years, and no more, before himfelf; this 
muft carry no imall Weight with it, when we con- 
fider it as delivered down to us by the oldceft 


Greek Hiftorian we have. 


The pious Exclamation againft the Vices of his Galt m 
own Times, in the Begiming of the Iron Age; writings. 
and the Manner in which the Defcription of that 

Age is wrote, moft of the Verbs being in the Fu- 

ture Tenfe, give us Room to imagine he lived 

when the World had but juft departed from their 
primitive Virtue, Juft as the Race of Pieros was at 

an End, and Men were funk into ali that is bate 

and wicked. 


Fuftus Lipfius, in his Notes to ‘ihe firt Book _ 8. 


of Vellejus Paterculus, fays, there 2 more Sin- a 


plicity, and a greater Air of Antiguiy, in the\0418 | 
a orks iplius, 


eo 


22 A ‘Difcourfe on the 


and Lu: Works of Hefiod thax of Homes, from whjch he 
oe would infer he is the older Writer: and Faérz+ 
sus, con- Cłus gives us thefe Words of Ludolphus Neoco- 
futed. zus, who wrote a critical Hiftory of Homer, if 
a Judgement of the two Poets is to be made 
from their Works, Homer bas the Aavuntage, 
zn the greater Simplicity, and Air of Antiquity, 
an his Stile. Wefiod is more finifbed apd ele- 
gant. One of thefe is a flagrant Inftanc’ cf the 
random Judgement which the Critics, and Com- 
mentators, often país on Authors, and how little 
Dependance is to be layed on fome of- them.. 
In fhort they are both in an Error, for had they 
confidered thro how many Hands the Lad and 
Odyffes have been, fince they came from the farft 
Author, they would not have pretended to de- 
termine the Queftion, who was firft, by their 


Stile.. 





























9. After all, it is untverfally agreed he was be- 
= al fore, or at leaft contemporary with,. Homer, but 
I think we have more Reafon to believe him the 
older; and Mr. Pope, after alẹ the AtlMonitys 
he could find in Behalf of Homer, fixes his De-. 
cifion on the Aruudelian Marble: To enter into 
all the Di.putes which have been on this Head 


would b: endlefs, and unneceflary, but we may 
venture 








Lire of Hesiop. 


venture to place him a thoufand Years before 


Chrzff, without exceeding an hundred, perhaps, 
on either Side. 


Having thus far agreed to bis ‘Parents, His 
Country, and the Time in which he rofe, our 
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IO. 
Some Cir- 


cumftan- 


next Bufynefs is to trace him in fuch of his Ac- ces of his 


tions as are difcoverable; and here we ‘have No- 


Tha he tended his own Flocks on Mount He- 
dicon, and there firft received his Notions of 
Poetry, is very probable rom the Beginning of 
bis Theogouy; ‘but what he there days of the 
Mules appearing to him, and giving him a.Scep- 
ter of Laurel, I país over as.a poetical Alle- 
sory. it lekewrle appears’ from the firft Book of 
his Works and Days, that his Father left fome 
Effects, when he dyed, on the Divifion of which 
his Brother Perfes defrauded him, by bribing 
the Judges. He was fo far from being provoked 
to any Act of Refentment by this Inyuftice, that 
he exprefled a Concern for thofe poor miftaken 
Mortals who placed their Happynefs in Riches 
only, even at the Expence of their Virtue. He 
iets us know, in the fame Poem, that he was 


net only above Want, but capable of affifting 
his Brother in Time of Need; which he often 
C did 





Life, from 
bis Writ- 


thing certain but what occurs to us in his Works. ings. 








as 


A Difcourfe on the 


did after the ill Ufage he had met with from, 
him. The lat Pafflage, relating to himfelf; is 
his Conqueft in a poetical Contention, Amphi- 
damas, King of Eubæa, had inftituted funeral 
Games in Honour of his own Memory, which 
his Sons afterwards faw performed : Hefiod’ hete 
was Competitor for the Prize in Poetry, a Tripod, 
which he won, and, as he tells us himfelf,,-confe- 


crated to the Mautfes. 














| poetical Contention at Chalcis,; in which Hefioa 
and Homer are made Antagonifts; the firft was 
Conqueror, who received a. Tripod for his Victory, 
which he dedicated to the Mufes, with this In- 


{cription 3 





Hiolodts Meouis “EAtxwvics moys aveOnxev, 


"yw virions ey qarxids Qéov Omes- 


This Hefiod vows to th Heliconian Nixe, 


In Chalcis won from Homer the divine. 


This Stety, as related by Plutarch, was doubt- 
lefs occafioned by what Hefiod fays of himfclf, 


in 








wn the fecond Book of his Works and Days, 
Which Paffage might poffibly give Birth to that 
famous Treatife, Aywy ‘Openoe x Hoodie, men- 
tioned in the fourth Seétion of this Difcourfe. 
Barnes, in his*Preloguium to the fame Trea- 
ti., quotes three Verfes, two from £ufla- 
thius, and the third added by Lelzus Gyral- 
dus, in his Life of our Poet, which inform 
us, tuat Hefiod and Homer fung in Delos to 
the Honour of 4polh; 














Méazoper, éy verepis Uva palavns aoidh, 


DoiGoy AmaAnrwra X PUTLOEPY -OV SEXE AA Tw .- 


Homer, and I, in Delos fung our Lays, 
There firft we fung, and to Apollos Praz/e; 
New was the Ferfe in which we then begun 


In Honour to'the God, Latona’s Son. 


but .thefe, together with the Contention betwixt 
thefe two great Poets, are regarded” as no othe, 
than Fables: and Barnes, who had certainly 
read as much on .this Head as aay Man, and 

C 2 who 
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who: feems,, by fome Expreffiors; willing ṣe be» 
lieve. it i£ he could, is forced to decline. the 
Diipute,, and leave it in the fame Tncertainry 
he. found 1m The Story of: tine: two Poets mect-. 
fag in Delos is a mantet Forgery, becarfe, as 
L obferved before, ffefiod pofitrvely fays he ie 

wer took any’ Voyage but that to Chaleis, and 
thefe Verfes make fis mecting in Delos, which 
is contrary to his own Affertion, precece his 
Contention at Chalezs. ‘Thus have I col.eéted, 
and compared together, all that is material of 
his Life, in the latter Part of which, we are told, 
he removed to Locris, a Town near the fame 
Diftance from Mount Parnafus as Afcra from 
Helicon. Lilius Gyraldes, and others, tell us 
he left a Son, and a Daughter; and that his Son 
was Stefichorus the Poet; but this wants better 
Confirmation than we have of it. It is agreed 
by all that he lived to a very advanced Age. 





24. The Story of his Death, as told. by Solon, in 


HisDeath Pjytarch’s Banquet of the feven 
very remarkable. The Man, with whom Héfod 
lived at Locrzs, in th 


Houfe. 


was malicioufly aceufed as an Accomplice to her 
Brothers, who barbaroufly murdered him with his 
Com-- 










eo 


[rere of HeEsrop. 


Gompanion, whofe Name was Troz/us, and throwed 
their Bodys into the Sea. The Body of Trozlus 
was caft on a Rock, which. retains: the Name of 
Troilus from: that Accident. The Body of Hefiod 
was received. by a Shoal of Dolphins as foon as 
it was hurled into the Water, and carryed to the 
City Molicria, near the Promontory Rhzon ; near 
whioh Place the Locrians then held a folemn 


Feaft, the fame which is at this Time celebrated 
with {œ much Pomp. When they faw a floating 
Carcafs they ran with Aftonifhment to the Shore,,. 


and finding it to be the Body of Hefiod, newly 
flain, they refolved, as they thought themfelves. 


obliged, to detet the Murderers of a Perfon they 
fo much efteemed and honoured.. When they had 
found out the Wretches who commited the Mur- 
der, they plunged them altve into the Sea, and 


afterwards deftroyed their Honufes. The Remains. 
of Hefiod were depofited in Nemea, and his 
Tomb is unknown to moft Strangers; the Reafon 
ef it being concealed was becaufe of the Orco- 
mentans, who had a Defign, founded on the Ad 
vice of an Oraele, to fteal his Remains from 
thence, and to bury them in their own Coun- 
try. This Account of the Oracle, here mentioned 
by Platarch, is related by Paufanias, in his 
Beotics. He tells us the Orchomenrans were ad- 

vifed 

















37 





F te 








A Dijcourfe on the 


vifed by the Oracle to bring the Bones of Hle/ioa 
into their Country, as the only Means to drive 


away a Peftilence which raged among them. They 
obeyed the Oracle, found the Bones, and brought 
fhem Home. Tzetzes iays they erected a Tomb 
over him, with an Infcription to this Purpofe on 


it: 








Hefiod, thy Birth zs barren Aicra’s Boa 5 
Thy dead Remains now arei the Minyan Coaft; 





We have the Knowledge of fome few Monu- 





ments. ac Ments which were framed in Honour to this 


of bim. 





great and antient Poet: Paufanias, in his Bæ- 
otics, informs us, that hig Countrymen the Bæ- 
otians erected to his Memory- an Image with.a 
Harp in wis Hand: the fame Author tells us 
in another Place, there was likewife a Statue of 
Hefiod in the Temple of Jupiter Olympicus. 
Fulvius Urfinus, and Boiffard, in his Antiquitys, 
have exhibited a Breaft with a Head, a Trunck 
without a Head, and a Gem, of hini and ‘Ur- 
finus fays there is a Statue of him, of Brafs, in 
the 








the publick College at Con/flantinople : 
original Monument of him befides, now remain- 


ing, .or at leaft known, is a Marble Bufto in 
the Pembroke Colle&tion at Wilton: * what 


Budvius Urfinus fas publifbed refembles that, 
but is only a Bafo Relievo. From the Manner 


of tke Head being cracked off from the lower 
Pat, which has fome of the Hair behind, it 
appears that both the Parts are of the fame 
Work and Date. * 








For his Charaéter we need go no farther than Pom 
his Works’ and Days: with what a dutyful Af- agg 


fe&tion he fpeaks of his ‘Father, when he pro- 
pofes him as a Pattern to his Brother! His Be- 


haviour, after the unjuft Freatment from Per/es 
and the Judges, proves him both a Philofopher 
and a good Man. His moral Precepts, in the 
firt Book, feem to be as much the Diétates of 


kis Heart as the Eruits of his Genius; there we 
behold a Man of the chafteft Manner, and the 
beft Difpofition. 











He was undoubtedly a, great Lover of Retirc- 
ment and Contemplation, and fecms to have had 
no Ambition but that of acting well. I fhall con- 
clude my Character of him with that Part of it 


which 
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A Difeourfe,- &e. 


which Paterculus fo juftly thought his Due } 
perelegantis Ingenij, et molliffima Dulcedine 
Carminum memorabilis; Oti; Quieti/que cupiarfs 
fimus : of a truely elegant Genius, and memo- 
rable for his moft eafy Sweetnefs of Verfe; woh 
fona of Letfure and Quzetude. 


























ON THE 


WRITINGS of HESIOD. 





F all the Authors who have given any Se&. x: 
Account of the Writings of our Poet I eit = 
find none fo perfe& as the learned F'abrz- 
cius, in his Bibliotheca Greca; he there feems 
to have left unread no Work that might in the 
leat contribute to the compleating his Defign: 
him I fhall follow in the fucceediag Difcourfe, 
{> far as relates to the Titles of the Poems, and 


the Authoritys, for them. 











~ 


I fhall begin with the Theogony or Generation vx. 


of the Gods, which i a puts out of Difpute lia 
to 

















'; nor is it doubted, fays he that 
Pythagoras took it for his, who feigned he fiw 
the Soul of our Poet in Hell chained to a brefen 
Pillar; a Punifhment infli&ed on him for the Storys 
he invented of the Gods. This doubtlefs is ihe 
Poem that gave Herodotus Oceafion to fay tha 
Hefiod, with Homer, was the fir who inro- 
duced a'Theogony among the Greecians; the fif 
who gave Names to the G ods, a a $0 hem 


















but I am inclined to believe them genuine, be- 
caule Paufantas takes Notice of the Sceptre of Lau- 


rel, which the: Poet fays, in thok Veríes, was a 





fod. himfelf, in ‘the ihoosil Book of his Works 
and ‘Days, has an Allafion to thefe Verfes. 


i The Works and Days is the firft Poem of its 
ce Kind, if we may rely on the Teftimony of PAsy: 
and Days it biie very incertain, fays Fabricius, whether 

the Poems attrmbuted to Orpheus were older than 
Hefiod ; among which the Critics and Consimen- 


tators mention one of the izme Title with this 
of 

















of ous Poet. Paufanias, in his Beotics, tells 
us he faw a Copy of this wrote in Plates of Lead, 

bute without the firt ten Verfes with which it 
now begins. The only Difpute about this Picce 
has* been concerning the Title, and the Divifion 
mto Books. Some make it two Poems; the firft 
they call "Fpya Works, and the fecond Heze 
D ys: others call the firft "Epyo % Hpéegi Morks 
and Days, and the fecond Hpéegi only, which 
Part confifts of but fixty four Lines: where L 
mention the Number of Verfes, in this Difcourfe, 
I fpeak of them as they ftand in the Original. 

We find, in fome Editions, the Divifion begin- 
ning at the End of the moral and religious 
Precepts; but Greviws denys fuch Diftinctions 
being in any of the old Manufcripts. Whether 
thefe Divifions were in the firft Copys fignifys 
Nothing; for as we find them, in feveral late 
Editions, they are very natural, and contribute 
fomething to the Eafe of the Reader, wicthcout 
the leat Detriment to the original Text. [I am 
ready to imagine we havc not this Work delivered 
down to us fo perfect as it came from the Hands 
of the Poet; which I {hall cndeavowr to fhew 
in the next Section. Thes Poem, as Plittarch, 
in his Sympoflacs; aflurzs us, was fung to the 
‘Harp. 











D2 The 














The Theogony, and Works and Days, ure the 
The The- only undoubted Pieces of our Poet now extant; 


CBONYs the Aak Hpaxatus, the Shield of Hercules, ts 


i always printed with thofe two, but has not one 

convincing Argument in its Favour, by wħich 
wee we may pofitively declare it a genuine Work of 
Hefiod Hehod. We have great Reafon to believe hofe 
sow ex- two Poems only were remaining in the Reign ‘of 
> Manilius, whom Mr. Creech ha evi- 




















Age, m 
Notice, in his Commendation of our Poet and his 
Writings, of no other than the Theogony, and 
Works. and Days. The Verles of Manilius are 


thefe. 








Hefiodus memorat Divos, Divúmg, Parentes» 
Et Chaos enixum Terras; Orbemque fub illo. 
Infantem, primum, titubantia Sidera, Corpus; 
Titanafy, Senes, Jovis et Cunabula magur, 

Et fub Fratre Viri Nomen, fine Fratre Parentis; 
Atg, iter. m patrio nafcentem CGorpore Bacchum ; 


Omniag, imnenfò volitartia Numina Mundo : 


Quinetiam Ruris Cultus, Legefg, rogavit, 
Dii- 
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WritTinecs of “HESIOD. 


Mitlithamg;, Soli; quos Colles Bacchus amaret ; 
Quas fæcunda Ceres Campos , quod Bacchus utrum@g, 
Atg, Arbufta vagis effent quod adultera Pomis, 
Sylľvarumg, Deos, facratag, Numina Nymphas; 
Pacis Opus, magnos Nature condit in ‘Ufus. 











Thus tranflated by Mr. Creech 


Hefiod fings the Gods’ immortal Race, 
He fings how Chaos bore the earthy Maís; 
How Light from Darknefs ftruck did Beams difplaf, 
And Infant Stars frt ftagger’d in their Way; 
How Name of Brother veil’d an Husband’s Love, 
And funo bore unaided by her Fove; 

How twice born Bacchus burs’dtheThund rer sT high; 
fend all the Gods that wander thro the Sky: 
Hence he to Fields defcends, manures the Soil, 
Inftruéts the Plowman, and rewards his Toil; 
He fings how Gorn in Plains, how Vine in Hills, 
Delight, how both wita vaft Encreafe the Olive fills; 
How 


























AA Difcourfe on the 


How foreign Grafts th’ adulterous Stock rercives, 





Bears ftranger Fruit, and wonders at her Leaves; 
An ufeful Work when Peace and Plenty reign, 
And Art joins Nature to improve the Plain. 


The Obfervation Mr. Kennet makes om shefe 
Tines is, that thofe fine Things which the. Patin 
Poet recounts about the Birth of the God‘, and 
the making the World, are not fo nearly allyed 
to any Paffages in the prefent Theogony as to 

puftify the Allufion. An Author, who was giving 
an Account of an antient Poet, ought to have 
been more careful than this Biographer was in 
his Judgement of thefe Verfes; becaufe fuch as 
read him, and are at the Sane Time unlearned 
in the Language of the Poet, are to form their 
Notions from his Sentiments. Mr. Kennet is fo 
very wrong in his Remark here, that in all the 
feven Lines, which contdin the Encomium on the 
Theogony, 1 cannot fee one Expreffion that has 
not an Allufion, and a ftrong one, to fome par- 
ticular Paffaze in that Poem. I am afraid ‘this 
Gentleman’s Modefty m-ad. htm diftruft himfelf, 
and too fervilely follow :his Tranflation, which 


he quotes in his Life of £.-40d, where "a feems 
to 
























to lay great Strefs on the Judgement of the 
Tranflator. Mr. Creech has in thefe few Lines, 
lo vahappyly miftook his Author, that in fome 
Places he adds what the Poet never thought of, 


leaves whole Verfes untranflated, and in other 
Places gives a Senfe quite different to what the 
Poet defigned. TI fhall now proceed to point out 
thof¢ Paffages to which Manilius particularly al- 
hides: his firft Line relates to the Poem in ge- 
neral, tee Generation of the Gods; tho we muft 
take Notice that he had that Part of He/fiod’s 
Syftem in View where he makes Matter precede 


all Things, and even the Gods themfelves; for 
by Divim Pareiutes the Latin Poet means 


Chaos, Heaven, Earth, Xc. which the Greek 


Poet makes the Parents of the Gods. He/fiod tells 
us, Verfe the hundred and fixtcenth, Chaos brought 
forth the Earth her firft Offspring ; to which the 
fecond Line here quoted has a plain Reference; 
and Orbemgq; fub illo Infantem, which Mr. Creech 
hao omited, may either mean the Word in gė- 
neral, or, by /“6 z//o being annexed, Hell, which, 
according to our Poet, was made a tubterranean 
World. Primum, titusgitia Sidera, Corpus, 
which is here rendered, aud Infant Stars forf 
ftagger’d in their Way, are the Sun and Moon; 
our Poet calls them AHsatoy m peyar, Pancepy 
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m Sernvny, the great Sun, and the bright Moon, 
the Roman calls them the wandring Planets, -the 
chief Bodys in the Firmament; not the firft 
Works of Heaven, as is interpreted in the Dau- 
phine’s Edition of Manilius : the fourth Vette, 
which refers to the Birth of Jove, and tue Wars 
of the Giants and the Gods, one of the greateft 
Subjects of the Theogony, the Englijb 'Tranilator 
has left untouched. I am not ignorant o a va- 
rious Reading of this Paffages Uig. 








‘Titanasq;, juvife Senis Cunabula matui 


which has a ftronger Allufion to the Battle of the 
Gods than the other Reading, Senis Cunabula 


magni meaning the fecond Childhood, or old 
The next Verte, whieh 3 is beau- 








How Name of Brother veil’dan Husband's Love, 
find Juno bore unaided by her Jove, 





plainly dire&ts to Jupiter takthg his Sifter Yuno 
to Wife, and Yuno beat. “akan, s firdshri pi- 
yaow, by which Hefioi' means without the mu- 
tual Joys of. Love. ‘T.:° fucceeding Line has a 

Re- 

















and “Days, | 
seneral Obfervation on the whole Poem: He/id, 


amEdIWY TEAETOE 


vouos, this zs the Law of the Fields. What the 
Roman there fays of Bacchus loving Hills, and 
of grafting, has no Allufion to any Part of the 


prefent Works and “Days; but we are not to 
infer from thence that this is not the Poem al- 
luded to, but that thofe Pafflages are loft; of 
which I have not the leaft Doubt, when I con- 
fider. of {fome Parts of the Works and Days, 


which are not fo well conneéted as I wifh they 
were. I think it is indifputable that Hefiod wrote 
more of the Vintage than we have now extant, 


and that he likewife *eyed down Rules for the 
Care of Trees: this will appear more clearly, 


if. we obferve in whax Manner ¥zrgz/ introduces 
this Line, 





E 





Af- 











Aftreumg;, cano, Romana per Oppida, Carmeg. 


This is in the fecond Book of the Georgics, the 
chief Subjects. of which Book are the different 
Methods of producing Trees; of tranfplanting. 
grafting; of the various Kinds of Trees, the pro- 
per Soil for each Kind; and of the Care of Vines, 
and Olives; and he has in that Book tne very 
Expreffion Manilius applys to Hefiod. Bacchus 
amat Colles, fays Virgil; rogavit quos Colles 
Bacchus amaret, fays the other of our Poet, 
he enquired after what Hills Bacchus loved. 











I fhould not have ufed Mr. Creech, and, Mr. 
Keunet, with fo much Freedom as I have, had 
not the Tranflation of*one, and the Remark of 
the other, fo nearly concerned our Poet; but I 
hope the clearing a difficult and remarkable 


Paflage in a Claffic will, in fome Meafure, 
tone for the Libertys L haveetook with thofe 


Gentiemen. 





We have now, afcribed to Hefiod, a Pogm- 





under the Title of Awis Hpaxates, the Shield of 
Hegcules; waich Ariftoy’ anes the Grammarian 


fuppofes to be fpurious, ind that it is an Imi- 
tation of the Shield of 4 22."e°,1n Homer. Li- 
| lius 


WritiIncs of “HEsIoD. 


lius Gyraldus, and Fabricius, bring all the Te- 
ftimonys they can for it being wrote by Hefod; 
but none of them amount toa Proof. Fabricius 
gives us the Opinion of Taxaguil Faber, in thefe 

Vofds; I anı much furprifed that this fhould 
formerly have been, and is now, a Matter of 
Difpute; thofe who fuppofe the Shield zot to 
be of Ficliod have a very flender Knowledge of 
the Greek Poetry. ‘This is only the Judgement 
of one Man againft a Number, and that founded 
on no Authority. I know not what could in- 
duce Tanaguil Faber ío confidently to affert this, 


which looks, 1f I may ufe the Expreffion, like a 
Sort of bullying a Perfon into his Opinion; by 


forcing him into the dreadful Apprchenfion of 
being thought no Judge of Greek Poetry if he 
will not come in: I fay, I know not what 
could induce him to affert this, for there is no 
Manner of Similitude, to the other Works of our 
Poet: and here I muft call in ueftion the 
Judgement of Ariftophanes, and of fiich as have 
followed him, for {uppofing it to be an Imitation 
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there are like- 
a fe but after a 
ftri& Examination they may poflibly appear as 
much to the Difadvantage of Homer as to the 


Author of this Poem. ‘The other Parts have nbd 
Affinity to any Book in the two Poems of Ho- 














phitryon, and her Amour with Jupita : ; 
thence proceeds to the Characters of Hercules, 
and Iphiclus ; and goes on regularly to the Death 
of Cygnus,, which concludes the Poem; with 
many other Particulars, which, as I fayed be- 
fore, have no daioi to any Part of Homer 
Among the Writings of our Poet which are loft 
we have the Titles of Turæaimov, or “Hpwid'wr, Kæ- 
auaroyos, and of Tuyaixay Kararoyos, or Hotes 
Msyañgı, both thefe Titles are likely to belong 
but to one Poem, and eto that which Suidas 
mentions, the Catalogue-of Heroic Women in five 
Books; that he compofed fuch a Work is certam 
from the two laft Verfes of the Zheogony, and it 
being often, mentioned by antient-Writers : we nave 
an Account of another.P-~-m under the Title of 
SHpwopvia, the Generation of Heros: the Favour- 
ers of the Shield of He ules would have that 


Poem receiyed as a Frayment of one of thefe; 
and 
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Writines of HESIOD: 











fince Hercules was the mofi famous of Heros, 
it is not abfurd to imagine the Shic\d to be æ 


Part of the ‘Hpwyorta, tho it is handed down 
as a diftinct Work; and yet is but & 
Thus we "i all their Argu- 


ments, both for it being genuine, and a Frag- 
mest of another Poem, are but Cony ectures. I 
think they ought not to fufpe& it a Part of 
another Work, unlefs they could tell when, where, 

or by whom, the Title was changed. [It is cer- 




















cerning the Education of Achilles under Chiron, 





which, fays Fabricius, Arifiophanes, in one af 


his Comedys, banters as the Work of Hefod. 


Meraunmdia or es roy Mæyriy Meraduawoda : a 
Poem on Divination; che Title is* fuppofed to 
be took from Me/amtus an antient Phyfician, 
fayed to be skilled in Divination by Birds. Part 





this was con- 





Poems 
which are: 


Mc ft. 








of 








of this Work is commended by &ihenaeus, Book 
‘33. 


Açesropiaæ PUJAAN or “Agesxun BiBros: a Treatife 
of Afironomy. Pliny fays, according to Hefoy, 
sn whofe Name we have a Book of Aftroloy Y 
extant, the early Seting of the Pleiades zs a- 
bout the End of the Autumn Equinox., Not- 
withftanding this Quotation, Fabricius teils us, 
that Atheneus, and Pliny, in fome other Place, 
have given us Reafon to believe they thought 
the Poem of Aftronomy {fuppofititious. 








Emundiis es Betreggcy-: this is mentioned by Sut- 
das, with the Addition of mye Epwprevov au TB, et fu- 
neral. Song on Batrachus, whom he loved. 











Ieser “Iduiwy Aaxwawy; this was of the [de 
‘Dattyli, who, fays Pliny, in his feventh Book, 
are-vecorded, by Hefiod, as Difcoverers of d- 
ron in Crete: this is likewife in the Catalogue 


of Suidas. 





"Em bard mios TInAcws x Oéridts : an Epithalamium 
on the Marriage of Peleus and Thetis ; - two 
Verfes of which are in he Prolegomena of I- 
faac Tzetzes to Lycophr im, 





Ins 


WRITING 


lòs Tleeiodsss; this Book of Geography is men- 
tioned by Strabo. 





' Aiya puos > a Poem on one LE gimius ` this, 
Avre-neus tells ws, was wrote by Hefiod, or Cer- 
cops; & Wretch whofe Name is now remembered. 
only for being to Hefod what Zozlus was to 


Homer.. 





NEWS E15 “TOV “Aidyy Karßaas : the ‘De fcent 
of Thefeus zvto Hell: this is attributed to He- 


fiod Wy Paufanias, in his BEeotics. 


E mm Mayntg Gj “"EEnqiiseas Um Tez av: on Pro- 
phecys or Divination, with an Lxpofition of 
Prodigys or Portents: this is likewife men- 
tioned by Pauz/fanzas. 








Odo: Aco: : divine Speeches; which Maxi- 
mts Tyrius takes Notice of in his fixteenth Dif- 
dortation. 





Mezara "Epa: great, or remarkable, Actions: 
we find the Title of this Work in the eighth Book 
of Atheneus. 


Krnu- 





56 A Difeourfe on the 








= Kúvxos Tæpgs : 
have an Account of this Poem both by Athen AUS, 


and Plutarch in his Sympofacs. 


Of all thefe Labours of this great Poet j'e 
fee Nothing but the Titles remaining except fome 
Fragments preferved by Paufanias, Plutarch, 
Polybius, and a few Men who gloryed as nruch 
in refcuing a Verfe from the Ruins of Time, as 
a Prince in a Vietory over his moft powerful 
Enemy. We are told that our Poet compofed 


fome other Works, of which we have not` wen 
the Titles. We are affured, from diverfe Pafiages 


in Pliny, that he wrote of the Virtues of Herbs; 
but here Fabricius judicioufly obferves, that he 
might, in other Poerhs, occafionally treat of va- 
rious Herbs; as in the Beginning of his Works 
and Days he {peaks of the Wholefomenefs of Mal- 
lows, and the Daffadil, eor d/phodelos. Quin- 
tilian, in his fifth Book. denys the Fables of 
At fop to be wrote colsioutts by him, but fays 
the firt Author of them was Hefiod; and Plu> 
tarch informs us that Æfòp was his Difexple 


but this Opinion, tho. countenanced- by fome, iS 
exploded by others. 








W hen 


© 
Writines of HEsIop. 


When we reflect on the Number of Titles, the 
Poems to whicn are irreparably loft, we fhould 
confider them as fo many Monuments to raife our 
Concern for the Lofs of fo much Treafure never to 
De*netrieved. Let us turn our Thoughts from that 
melancholy Theme, and view the Poet in his living 
Writings; let us read him ourfelves, and incite out 
Countrymen to a Tafte of the Politenefs of Greece. 
Scaliger, in an Epiftle to Salmafius, divides the 




















State of Poetry in Greece into four Periods of 


Time; in the firft arofe Homer and Hefiod, on 
which he has the juft Obfervation that concludes 
my Difcourfe: this, fays he, you may not impro- 
perly call the Spring of Poefy, but it is rather 
the Bloom than Infancy. 
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LEHE 





General ARGUMENT 





HE Poet begins with the Difference of 


the two Contentions, and, rejecting that 
which is attended with Difgrace, he advifes 
his Brother Perfes to prefer the other. One 
Pä 1S 











rys of Life in a fair and honet Way. After Pro- 


metheus had, by Subtlety, ftole ‘the Fire clan- 
deftincly thank Jove, (the Fire is by the divine 
Plato, in his Allufion to this Paflage, called the 
Neceffarys, or Abundance, of Life, and thofe are 
called fubtle who were ‘follicitous athe: tne Abun- 


dance of Life) the God created a great Evil, which 
was Pandora, that is Fortune, who was endowed 


with all the Gifts of the Gods, meaning all the Be- 
` fo Fortune may from thence be 















all her Fruits focneinoudly 
golden Aye. fubmitted to a foft and pleafant 


Death, and were after made Daemons, and Ho- 
nour 








The Géneral Argument. 


wour @ttended their Names. ‘To this fucceeded the 
fecond, the filver Age, worfe in all Things than 
the firft, and better than the following; which 
Jupiter, or Late, took from off the Earth, and 
made happy in their Death. Hence the Poet 
paffes to the third, the brafen, Age, the Men of 
which, he fays, were fierce and terrible, who ig- 
nobly fell by their own, Folly and civil Difcord $ 
mor was their future Fite like to the other, for 


they defcended to Hell. ‘This Generation is fol- 
lowed by a Race of eros, Ereocles and Poly- 
wices, and the ret who were in the fit and 


oldet Theban War, slgamemunon and Menelaus, 
and fuch as are recorded by the * Poet to be in 








the ZJrojax War, of whom fome perifhed entirely 
by Death, and fome now inhabit the Ifles of the 
bleffed. Next he deferibes the iron Age, and the 
Tnjuftice which prevatled in it. He greatly re- 
proves the Judges, and taxes them with Corrup- 
tion, in a {hort and beautyful Fable. In the 

other 











* I fuppofe Heinfius means Homer. 





The General Argument. 


other Part of the Book, he fets b-fore our'Fy~ 
the Confequences of Juftice and Intuftice; and 


then, in the moft fagacious Manner, lays down 


fome the wifeft Precepts to Perfes. The Tart 
which contains the Precepts is chiefly wrote in 
an irregular, free, and eafy, Way; and his frequent 


Repetitions, which Cuftom modern Writers haye 
quite avoided, bear no {mall Marks of dis Anti- 
guity He often digreffes that his Brother might 
not be tired with his Pre;epts, becaufe of a too 
much Samenefs. Hence he paffes to Rules of 








Occonomy, beginning with Agriculture. He 
points out the proper Seafon for the Plow, the 
Harveft, the Vintage, and for felling Wood; he 
fhews the Fruits of Induftry, and the ill Con- 
fequences of Negligence. He defcribes the dif- 
ferent Seafons, and tells us what Works are proper 
to each ‘Thefe are the Subjects of the firft Part 


of his Oeconomy. In Procefs of Time, and the 
Thirft of Gain encreafing in Men, every Method 
was tryed to the procuring Riches; Men begun 
to extend their Commerce over“the Scas; for 


which 
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The Gèneral Argument. 


which Reafon the Poet layed down Precepts for 
Navigation. 





He next proceeds to a Recommen- 
dation of divine Worfhip, the Adoration due to 
the immortal Gods, and the various Ways of 
payihg our Homage to them. He concludes with 
a fhgrt Obfervation on Days, dividing them into. 
tne good, bad, and indifferent. 
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Whole; the proce Propofition , the Story. of 
Foii Epimetheus, and Pandoras: > aDefcrip- 
tion of the Golden Age, Silver Age, Brafen. Age, 
the Age of Heros, and the Iron Age, a Recom- 
mendat tor of Virtue, from the temporal Bleffings 






dition of the Wicked ; 
cepts proper to be objerved thro the Courfe of 
our Lives. 








WORKS and DAYS. 


BQOK I. 














ING, Mutfes, fing, from the Pzertzan Grove; 





Begin the Song, and let the Theme he Jove 


? 





From him ye fprung, and him ye firft fhould praife; 
From your immortal Sire deduce your Lays; 


To him alone, to his great Will, we owe, 


That we exit, and what we are, below. 


Whether we blaze among the Sons of Fame 


= 
# 


Or live obícurely, and without a Name, 


G 2 








Or noble, or ignoble ftill we prove 
ro Our Lot deterrimd by the Will of fove. 
With Eafe he lifts the Peafant to a Crown, 


With the fame Eafe he cafts the Monarch down; 


With Eafe he clouds the brighteft Name in Night, 





And calls the meaneft to the jaireft Light ; 

yış At Will he varys Life thro ev'ry State; 
Unnerves the ftrong, and makes the crooked ftrait. 
Such Yove, who thunders terrible from high, 
Who dwells in Manfions far above the Sky. 
Look down,thouPow’r Supreme,vouchfafe thine Aid, 


20 And let my Judgement be by Juftice fway’d; 


Oh! hear my Vows, and thine Affiftance bring, 





While Truths’ undoubted I to Rer/es fing. 











Boox I. WArx n and. Days. 
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As here on Earth we trea l the Maze of Life, 





The Mind’s divided in a double cs; 


One, by the wfe, is thought deferving Fame; . 25 





And this atterded by the greateft Shame, 
The difmal Source whence fpring pernicious Jars, 


The baneful Fountain of deftructive Wars, — 


Which, by the Laws of.’arbitrary Fate, 
We follow, tho by Nature taught to hate; 30 


From Night’s black Realms this took its odious Birth: 


The one ove planted in the Womb of Earth, 
The better Strife; by this the Soul is fir'd 
To arduous Toils, nor with thofe Toils is urd, 


One fees his Neighbour with laborious Hand, 35 





Planting his Orchard, or manuring Land; 








tke {ces another, with induftrious Care, 
Materials forrin building Art prepate ; 
Idle himfelf he fees them hafte tc rite, 


Obferves their growing Wealth with enviou Eyes. 





With Emulation fir'd, beholds their Store, 


And toils with Joy, who never toil’d before : 


The Artift envys what the Artift gains, 


The Bard the Rival Bard’s fuccefsful Strains. 





The Love of Strife, that joys in Evils, fhun, 


Nor to the Forum, from thy Duty, run. 
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How vain the Wranglings o1 the Bar to mind, 
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While Ceres, yellow Goddefs, is unkind ! Şo 
But when propitious fhe has heap’d your Store, 

For ot aers younmay plead, and not before; 

But let with Juftice your Contentions prove, 

And be your Counfels fuch as come from Jove < 

Not as of late, when we-divided Lands, 55 
You grafp’d at all with avaritious Hands; 

When the corrupted Bench, for Bribes well known, 
Unjuftly granted. more than was your own. 

Fools blind to Tryth! nar knows their erring Soul 

How much the Half is better than the Whole, GO 

How great the Pfeafure wholefome Herbs afford, 

How blefs’d the frugal, and an honeft, Board ! 

Would 








Would the immortal Gods on Men beftow, 


A Mind, hove few the Wants of Life to know, 








65 They all the Year, from Labour fee, might live 
On what the Bounty of a Day waald giy< ; 


They :foon the Rudder o'er the Smoke would lay, 





And let the Mule, and Ox, at Leifure ftray: 





This Senfe to Man the King of Gods denys, 
„o In Wrath to him who daring rob’d the Skys; 


Dread Ills the God prepar’d, unknown before, 





And the ftol’n Fire back to his Heay'n he bore; 
But from Prometheus ’tveas conceal’d in vain, 


Which for the Ufe of Man he ftole again, 








zs And, artfyl in his Fraud, brought from Above, 


At which enfag’d fpoke cloud-compelling Jove. 
Son 





Son of Japetus; o'er fubt! go, 





And glory in thy artful Theft Lztiw; 

Boait the celeftial Fire by Stealth retrtev d, 

And :riumph tn almighty Jove deceiv’d 5 8o 
But thou too late fhatłt find the Triumph vatn, 

And read thy Folly in fucceeding Pain, 

Pofterity the fad Effects fhall know, 


When, in Purfuit of Joy, they grafp their Woe. 
He f{poke, and told ta Afakciber his Will, 





And, fmiling, bade him his Commands fulfl; 
To ufe his greateft Art, his niceft Care, 

To frame a Creature exquifitely fur; 

To temper well the Clay with Water, then 


To add the Vigour, and the Voice, of Men; 





H To 





Ta let her firft in Virg-n Luftre fhine, 
In Form a Goade:is, with a Bloom diving. 


And next the Sire demands Minert as Aid, 


In all her various Skill to train the Nlaid, 





95 Bids her the Secrets of the Loom impart, 
To caft a curious Thread with happy Art. 


And golden Venus was to teach the Fair, 


The Wiles of Love, and to improve her Air 4 





And then, in aweful Mijefty, to fhed 


yoo A thoufand graceful Charms around her Head. 





Next Hermes, artful God, muft form her Mind, 





One Day to torture, and the next be kind, 





With foothing Language, and the¢reach’rous Smile, 


The Heart to purchafe, and that-Heart beguile. 


Fove 
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Jove gave the Mandate; aml the Gods obey’d. IOS 











Firt Vulc form’d of Earth th. “nufhing Maid ; 





Minerua next perform’d the Task affign’d ; 





With ev’ry fimale Art adorn’d her Mind. 


To drefs her S#ada, and the Graces, join; 





Around her Perfon, lo! the Diamonds fhine. I 


To deck her Brows the fair-trefs’d Sea/fons bring 





A Garland breathing all the Sweets of Spring. 


Each Prefent Pallas gives-1t proper Place, 


And adds to ev ry Ornament a Grace. 





Next Hermes taught the Fair the Heart to move, I15 





With all the falfe alluring Arts of Love. 


The finifh’d Mad the Gods Pandora call, 





Becaufe a Tribute fhe receiy’d from all. 
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120 ÅA lovely Miichlef to the Soul of Mate 


When the great Sire of Gods beheld the Fair; 





The fatal Guile, th’ inevitable Snare, 


Hermes-he bids to Epimetheus bear. 


Prometheus, mindful of his Theft Above, 





325 Had warn’d his Brother to beware of ove; 





To take no Prefent that the God fhould fend, 


Left the- fair Bribe fhould Ill to Man portend ; 





But he, forgetful, takes his evil Fate, 
Accepts the Mifchief, ana repents too late. 


130 Mortals at firft a blifsful Earth enjoy d, 





With His wntainted, nor with Cafes anoy’d, 











Boor kL Werks and Days 


To them the World was no laborious Szaze, 








Nor fear-d suey then the Miferys of Age; 
But foon the fad Reverfion they behold, 


Alas!) hey grow in their Afflictions old; rz 





For in her Hand the Nymph a Casket. bears, 
Full of Difeafes, and corroding Cares, 
Which open’d, they to taint the World begin, 


And Hope alone remains entire within.. 





Such was the fatal Prefent. from Above, 





And fuch the Wilk of cloud-compelling ove: 
And now unnumber’d Woes o’er: Mortals reign, 
Alike infeéted is the Land, and. Main.. 


O’er human Race Diftempers filent ftray, 


And multiply thetr Strength by Night and Day, 145 





"Twas 
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Twas Jove’s Decree they fhould in Silence rove, 











And who is abie to contend with Fou. 





And now attend, while I at large relate, 
And trace, the various Turns of human St ute. 
150 Soon as the deathlefs Gods were born, and Man, 
A mortal Race, with Voice endu’d, began, 
The heay’nly Pow’rs from High their Work behold, 
And the firt Age they ftile an Age of Gold. 
Men fpent a Life like Gods in Saturnz’s Reign, 
yşş Nor felt their Mind a Care, nor Body Pain; 
The Fields, as yet untifl’d, their Fruits afford,. 
And fill a fumptuous, and unenvy’d, Board. 


From Labour free they all Delights enjoy, 


-Nor could the Ills of Time their Peace defiroy ; 


They 
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160 





They dy, or rather feem to dy, they {eem 





From hence t-anfported in a pleah 
Thus, crownd with Happynefs their ev ry Day, 
Serene, and joyful, pafs’d their Lives away. 

When in the Graye this Race of Men was lay’d, 
Soon was a World of holy Demons made. 165 
Aerial Spirits, by great Jove defignd, 
To be on Earth the Guardians of Mankind ; 


Invifible to mortal Eyes thes go, 





And mark our AGions, good, or bad, below ; 


Th’ immortal Spys with watchful Care prefide, 170 


And thrice ten thoufand round their Charges glide. 


They can reward with Glory, or with Gold ; 





A Pow’s they by divine Permiffion hold : 


W o1fe 





175 Which the Celeftials call the Silve: Years. 
The Golden Age’s Virtues are no more; 
Nature grows weaker than fhe was before ,, 
In Strength of Body Mortals«much decay, 
And human Wifdom feems to fade away. 


186 An hundred Years the careful Dames employ, 








Before they form’d to Man th’ unpohfh'd Boy ; 
Who when he reached his Bloom, his Age’s Prime, 


Found, meafur’d by ‘his Joys, but fhort his Time. 





Men, prone to Ill, dery’d the Gods their Due, 
48s And, by their Follys, made th. ays but few. 
The Altars of the Blefs'd neglected ftand, 


Without the Off’rings which the Laws demand; 





But 
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But angry Jove in Duft this People lzy d, 
Becauitc no Honours to the Gods they pay u. 
This cond Race, when clos’d their Life's hort Span, 9° 
Was happy deem’d beyond the State of Man; 
Their Names werc. grateful to their Children made, 
Each pay’d a Reverence to his Father's Shade. 
And now a third, a Braten, People rife, 
Unlike the former, Men of monftrous Size. = IQS 


Strong Arms extenfive from their Shoulders grow 3 


Their Limbs of cqual Magnitude below ; 





Potent in Arms, and dreadful at the Spear, 


They live int sus, and devoid of Feat 


O 
Q 


On the crude Flefh of Beafts, they feed, along, : 
Savage their Nature, and their Hearts of Stone, 


l Theu 





Their Houfes Brafs, of Brafs the warlike Blade, 


Iron was yet unknown, in Brafs the“ trade. 
Furious, robuft, impatient for the Fight, 
205 War is their only Care, and fole Delight. 


To the dark Shades of Death this Race defcend, 





By civil Difcords; an ignoble End! 
| | Might, 


Strong tho they were, Death quell’d their boafted 


And fore’d their ftubborn Souls to leave the Light. 


210 To thefe a fourth, a better, Race fucceeds, 


Of godlike Heros, fam’d for martial Deeds ; 


Them Demigods, at firft, ¢heir matchlefs Worth 


Proclaims~aloud, all thro the boundlefs Earth. 


Thefe, horrid Wars, their Love of Arms, deftroy ; 


215 Some at the Gates of Thebes, and fome at 77oy. 
Thefe 
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Me Tor the-Brothers fell, detefted Strife! 
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For Beauty thofe, the lovely Greecian Wife. 


To thefe does ove a fecond Life ordain, 





Some happy Soil far in the diftant Main, 





Where live the Hero-fhades in rich Reraft, 
Remote from Mortals of a vulgar Caft. 

There in the Hlands of (he Blefs’d they find, 
Where Saturn reigns, ai endlefs Calm of Mind ; 
And there the choiceft Fruits adorn the Fields, 


And thrice the fertile Year a Harveft yields, 





Oh! would I hid my Hours of Life began 


Before this fifth, this finful, Race of Man; 





Or had I not been call’d to breathe the Day, 
Till the rough Iron Age had pafs’d away! 
is 
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230 For now, the Times are fuch, the Gcds ordain, 





That ev’ry Moment fhall be wing’d with Paty; 
Condemn‘d to Sorrows, and to Toil, we live; 


Reft to our Labour Death alone ean give;,. 





And yet amid the Cares our Lives anoy, 

235 The Gods will grant fome Intervals of Joy 
But how degenerate is the: human State! 
Virtue no more diftinguifhes the Great ; 


No fafe Reception fhall the Stranger find ; 


Nor fhall the Tys of Blood. or Friendfhip, bind; 


240 Nor fhall the Parent, when his Sons are nigh, 





Look with the Fondnefs of a Parent’s Eye; 


Nor to the Sire the Son Obedience pay ; 


Nor look with Rey’rence on the Locks of Grey, 





But, 
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ioc, oh! regzrdlefs of the Pow’rs divine, 


With Jitter Taunts fhall load his Life’s Decline. 245 





Revenge and Rapine fhall Refpe& command, 


The pious, juft, and joad neglected ftand- 
Fhe wicked fhall the better Man dtitrefs, 

The righteous fuffer, and without Redrefs ; 

Strict Honefty, and nakee Truth, fhall fail, z5O 
The perjur’d Villain, in his Arts, prevail. 

Hoarfe Envy fhall, unfeen, exert her Voice, 

Attend the wretched, and in Ill rejoyce. 

Suffice and Alodeffy at length do fly, 

Rob’d their fair Limbs in white, and gain the Sky; 2¢5 

From the wide Earth they reach the blefs’d Abodes, 


And join the grand Afembly of the Gods, 


W hile 
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While wretched Men, abandon’d to ~heir Gricf, 





Sink in their Sorrows, hopelefs of Relicf. 





260 While now my Fable from the Birds I bring, 





To the great Rulers of the Earth I fing. 
High in the Clouds a mighty Bird of Prey 
Bore a melodious Nightingale away ; 
And to the Captive, fhiy ‘ring in Defpair, 

265 ‘Thus, cruel, fpoke the Tyrant of the Air. 
Why mourns the Wretch in my fuperior Pow’r? 
Thy Voice avails not in the ravifh’d Hour; 
Vain are thy Crys; at my defpotic Will, 
Or I can fet thee free, or I can kill. 


270 Unwifely who provokes his abler Foe, 


Conqueft fill flys him, and he ftrives for Woe. 


Thus 





Msy Malice never gain upon thy Will, 


Malice that makes the Wretch more wretched ftill. 275 
The good Man, injur’d, to Revenge is flow, 

To him the Vengeance is the greater Woe. 

Ever will all injurious Courtes fail, 

And Juftice ever over Wrongs prevail ; 


Right will take Place at laft, by fit Degrees; 200 





This Truth the Fool by fad Experience fees. 


When Suits commences difhoneft Strife the Caute, 


Faith violated, and the Breach of Law’, 





Enfue; the Crys of Juftice haunt the Judge, 


Of Bribes the Glutton, and of Sin the Drudge. 285 


Through 
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With heavy Mait their Arms diffusive bow. Bee, 





Worxks-ard Days. 





While from ther Fruneks rich Streams of Honey fow; 


4af Flocks untatnted are their Paftures fulf, 


Which flowty ftrut beneath their Weight of Wool; 


And Sons are born the Likeneis of their Sire, 


The Fruits of Virtue, and a chaft Defire : 305 


O’er the wide Seas for Wealth they need not roam, 





Many, and lafting, are their Joys at Home. 


Not thus the wicked, who inci! delight, 





Whofe dayly Aéts pervert the Rules of Right} 

To thefe the wife Difpofer, Fove, ordains 312 
Repeated Loffes, and a World of Pains. 

Famines, and Plagues, are, unexpected, argh ; 

Their Wives are barren, and their Kindred dy; 

K Num- 








Numbers of thefe at once are fweep’d away; 
315 And Ships of Wealth become the Ovcan's Prey. 


‘One Sinner oft’ provokes th’Avenger’s Hand, 


And often one Man’s Crimes deftroy a Land. 
Exatly mark, ye Rulers of Mankind, 


The Ways of Truth, nor be to Juitice blind; 
320° Confider, all ye do, and all ye fay, 


The holy Demons to their God ceitvey, 





Aerial Spirits, by great Zove defign’d, 
To be on Earth the Guardians of Mankind, 


Inyifible to mortal Eyes they go, 


325 And mark our Adtions, good, or bad, below; 
Th’ immortal Spys with watchfyl Care prefide, 


„And thrice ten thoufand round their Charges glide. 


Fufiice 
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Yufiices unfpeted Maid, derxiv’d from Jove, 








Renown’d, and reverenc’d, by the Gods above, 


When Mortals violate her facred Laws, 





When Judges hear the Bribe, and not the Caufe ; 
Clofe by her Parent God behold her ftand, 

And urge the Puntfhment their Crimes demand. 
Look in your Breafts, and there furvey your Crimes, 


Think, oh! ye Judges, and reform betimes, 


Forget the pafs’d, nor more falie Judgements give, 


Turn from your Ways betimes, oh! turn and live. 





Who, full of Wiles, his Neighbour’s Harm contrives, 
Falfe to himfelf, againft himfelf he ftrives; 


For he that harbours Evil in his Mindy, 





Wili from his evil Thoughts but Evil find; 
K 2 
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G2 
And lo! the Eye of Jove, that all Things knows 
Can, when he will, the Heart of Man difclofe; 
Open the guilty Bofom all within, 
345 And trace the infant Thoughts of future Sin. 
Oh! when I hear the upright Man complain, 
And, by his Injurys, the Judge arraign, 
If to be wicked is to find Succefs, 
I cry, and to be juft to meet Dittrefs, 


350 May I nor mine the righteous Path puriue, 





But Int’reft only ever keep in View: 
But by Refle€tion bettef taught, I find 
We fee the prefent, to the future blind. 


Truft to the Will of Jove, and wait the End, 


355 And Good fhall always your good Adts attend. 
Thete 
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Thefe Doéttines, Perfès, treafure in thy Heast, 








They, void of Reafon, by each other bleed 5 


Whale Man by Juftice fhould be kept in Awe,, 
Juftice of Naturt, well ordain’d, the Law. 
Who Right efpoufes, thro a righteous Love, 





Shall meet the Bounty of the Hands of ove; 365: 





Bat he that. will not be by Laws confin’d, 





Whom not the Sacrament of Oaths can bind, 














| 
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370 His Houfe’s Honour dayly fhall deciine : 


Fair flourifh fhall the Juft from Line to Line. 


Oh! Perfes, foolith Perfes, bow thine Ear, 


To the good Counfels of a Soul fincere. 





To Wickednefs the Road is quickly found 
375 Short is the Way, and on an eafy Ground. 
The Paths of Virtue muft be reach’d by Toil, 


Arduous, and long, and on a rugged Soil, 


- Thorny the Gate, but when the Top you gain, 


Fair is the future, and the Profpe& plain. 








All for the prefent beft, and for the End; 





Who well the Dictates of the wife obeys; 305 





Bur he that is not wife himfelf, nor can 

Hearken to Wifdom, is a ufetefs Man. 
Ever obferve, Perfès, of Birth divine, 

My Precepts, and the Profit fhall be thine; 


Then Famine always fhall avoid thy Door, 390 








With chearful Zeal your mod’rate Toils purfue, 


That your full Barns you may in Seflon yiew- 
The 
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The Men induftrious Stranger is to Need, 





gŠ 


A thoufand Flocks his fertite Paftures feed 5 


400 As with the Drone with him it will not prove, 


Him Men and Gods behold with Eyes of Love. 


To care and labour think it no Difgrace, 





Like thee to flourifh, he will {pare no Pains ; 


For lo! the rich Virtue and Glory gains. 





Strictly obferve the wholefome Rules I give, 


And, blefs’d in all, thou like a God fhalt live. 
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Let no ‘legenerate Shame debafe thy Minà, 


97 





Shame that is never to the needy kind; 


a ph. r 
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Man that has it will continue poor ; 


He muft be bold that would enlarge his Store: 415 





But ravifh not, depending on thy Might, 

Injurious to thy felf, another’s Right. 

Who, or by open Force, or fecret Stealth, 

Or perjur’d Wiles, amafles Heaps of Wealth, 

Such many are, whom Thirft of Gain betrays, 420 
The Gods, all feeing, fhall o’ercloud his Days; 

His Wife, his Children, and his Friends, fhall dy, 

And, like a Dream, his ill got Riches fly. 


Nor lefs, or to infult the Supplyant’s Crws, 


The Guilt, or break thro hofpitab e Tys. 425 
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Is there who, by inceftuous Paffion Led, 

Poliutes, with Joys unclean, his Brother’s Bed, 

<= who, regardlefs of his tender Trek, 

To the poor helplefs Orphan proves unyuft, 
430 Or, when the Father's fatal Day appears, 


His Body bending, thro the Weight of Years, 


A Son who views him with unduteous Eyes, 





And Words of Comfort to his Age denys, 


Great Jove, vindictive, fees the impious Train, 


435 And, equal to their Crimes, inflicts a Pain. 


Thefe Precepts be thy Guide thro Life to fteer: 





Next learn the Gods immortal to revere ; 


With unpolluted Hands, and Heart fincere, 





And to your Wealth confine the Sacrifice. f 


Let the nch Fumes of od’rous Incenfe fly, 





A grateful Savour, to the Pow’rs on high ; 

The due Libation nor neglect to pay, 

When Ev’ning clofes, or when dawns the Day : 

Then fhall thy Weck, the Gods thy Friends, fucceed ; 

Then may you purchafe Farms, nor fell thro Need. 
Enjoy thy Riches with a lib’ral Soul, 


Plenteous the Feaft, and imiling be the Bowl ; 





No Friend forget, nor entertain thy Foe, 
Nor let thy Neighbour uninvited go. 
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Happy the Man, with Peace his Days are”. sqwn’d. 





W Kofe Houfe an honeft Neighbourhood furrou id ; 
OF foreign Harms he never fleeps afraid, 

455 They, always ready, bring thei willing Aid; 
Chearful, fhould he fome bufy Preffure feel, 
They lend an Aid beyond a Kindred’s Zeal; 
They never will confpire to blaft his Fame, 
Secure he walks, unfully’d his gaod Name: 


460 Unhappy Man, whom Neighbours ill furround, 


His Oxen dy oft’ by a treach’rous Wound. 





Whate’er you borrow of your Neighbour’s Storg, 


Return the fame in Weight, if able more; 








Whate «er by difhoneft Means you gain, 
Yóu purchafe an Equivalent of Pain. 
To all a Love for Love return - contend 
In virtuons Aé&ts to emulate your Friend. . 
Be to the good thy Favours unconfin‘d ; 470 
Neglect a fordid, and ingrateful, Mind.. 
From all the generous a Refpe& command, 


While. none regard the bafe ungiving Hand: 





The Man who gives from an’unbounded Breaft; 

Tho large the Bounty, in himfelf is blefs'd =. 475: 
Who ravifhes another’s Right fhall find, 

Tho {mall the Prey, a deadly Sting behind.. 


Content, and honeftly, enjoy your Lot, 


And often add to that already gt; 








480 From Vittle oft” repeated much will fe, 





And, -of thy Toil the Fruits, falute thine Ey zA 


How fweet at home to have what Life demands, 


“The juft Reward of our induftrious H¢hds, 
To view our Neighbour’s Blifs without Defire, 
485 To dread not Famine, with her Afpe& dire! 
Be thefe thy Thoughts, to thefe thy Heart incline, 
And lo! thefe Bleffings fhall be (rely thine. 
When at your Board your faithful Friend you greet, 
Without Referve, and lib’ral, be the ‘Treat : 


490 To ftint the Wine, a frugal Husband fhows, 





When from the Middle of the Cask it flows. 





Do not, by Mirth betray’d, your Brother truft, 


Without a Witn ds, he may prove unyuft : 


Alike 








By tender.Looks, and her Apparel gay; 





When your Abode fhe languifhing enquires, 
Command your Heart, and quench the kindling Fires; 


If Love fhe vows, ‘tis Madnefs to believe, = 5O00 
Turn from the Thief, fhe charms but to deceive: : 


Who does too rafhly in a Woman truft, 

Too late will find the Wanton prove unjuft. 

Take a chaft Matron, Partner of your Breaft, 

Contented live, of her alone poffeis’d; 505 
Then fhall you number many Days in Peace, 


And, with your Children, fee your W ealth encreafe: 


Then 
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Then fhall a duteous careful Heir fi rvive. 





To keep the Honour of the Houfe alive. 


If large Poffeffions are, in Life, thy View, 





Thefe Precepts, with affiduous Care, pryrfue. 


Ihe End of the firff BOOK. 
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I 


HE Scholiaft Tzetzes tells us, this Poem 

: was firft called the Works and “Days of 
HeEstop, to diftinguifh it from another, on 

the fame Subject, and of the fame Title, 

wrote by Orpheus. How much this may be de- 
pended on I cannot fay; but Fabr:czus affures Us, 
from Pizy, Book 18, Chap. 25, that Hefiod was 
the firft who layed down Rules for Agriculture. It 
is certain that, of all the Pieces of this Nature 
which were before ’zrgz4, and extant m his Days, 
this was moft efteemed by him, otheswife he would 
not have fhewed that Refpect to our Author whieh 
he does quite thro his Georgzc. In one Place he 
M 2 pro— 





NOTES te the 


propofes him as a Pattern in that great We rk 
where, addreffing to his Country, he-fays, 


108 





— tibi Res antique Laudis et Artis. 





dusredior, fanttos anfus recludere Fontes , 


Aftraumgque cano, Romana per Oppida, Carmen. 
Lab. & 


For thee my tuneful Accents will I razfe, 
And treat of Arts difclosd in antient Days ; 
Once more unlock for thee the facred Spring, 


And old Afcrean Verfe, in Roman Citys, fing. 
| Dryden. 





He begins the Georgic with an Explanation of 
the Title of the Works and Days. 


Quid faciat letas Segetes, quo Sidere Terram 
Vertere, We 


What makes a plenteous Aarvefi, when to turn 
The fruitful Soil, ard when to fow the Corn ; 
Dryden. 
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fr by Works is meant the Art of Agriculture, 
and py “Days the proper Seafons for Work. Sce 
farther in my Dzfèourfe on the Writings of 
Hefiod. 





ta 
1. Sing, Mufes, fing, from the Pierian Grove. 


Ariftarchusx, and fome others, are for having this 
Exordium left out, as not a Part of the Poerr. 
Praxiphanes, a Scholar of Theophraftus, fays he 
had a Copy which begun from this Verfe, 


As here on Earth we tread the Maze of Life. 














The Reafon which Proclus affigns for it not being 


wrote by Hefod is, that he who begun his Theo- 
gony with an Invocation to the Mufes from He/zcoz, 


and who was himiclf brought up at the Foot of © 
that Mcuntain, would never call on the Pzerzan 
Mufes. A weak Objection, and unworthy the 
Name cf a Critic! the Diitinction is as follows. The 
Mufes are fayed to be the Daughters of ‘ove, 
tltat is, of that Powr by which we arceenabled to 
perform. Pzerża is fayed to be the Birth-place 
of the Mules, and the Seat of fove, that is, 
the Mind, whence all our Conceptions arhe. 
Helicon is a Place of Refidence to the Mules, 
where they celebrate the Pratics of their Father, 
and fearch into the Knowledge of Antiquity. In 
this Work fefrod inftructs his Brother in the Art 


Of 
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of Tillage, and Morality, all which odtrines f rò- 
ceed from his own Experience, his own natural 
Sentiments, and therefore he invokes the Miufes 


from Pieria; his Account of the Generatson of 


the Gods, being received, partly from Books, and 
partly from oral Tradition, he invokes them from 


Helicon. Tsetz. Here the Scholiaft talks as 1f 
he did not doubt thefe Lines being genuiue. 


iVith Eafe he clouds the brighteft Name in Night, 
And calls the meaneft to the faireft Light. 








Here the Poet in a pious, as well as beautyful, 
Manner, expreffes the abfolute Powr of the Su- 
preme Being; what can be more proper than to 
remind Perfes of an omnifcient and omnipotent 
God, and, as afterwards, to invoke his Affiftance 
to direct his Judgements with all Juftice? This 
muft confequently caufe a Reflection in him, for 
whofe Ufe the Poem feems to be wrote. This 
Exordium was certainly admired by Horace, who, 
in one of his Odes, has elegantly tranflated this 


Part of it. 
Valet ima Summtrs 





Mutare, tt Infignem attenuat, ‘Deus, 


Obfcura promens. 





in his Beotzgs, that this Beginning was not in the 
Cory ne faw in Lead, is a great Argument againft 
thofe who think it of Hefiod: and Plutarch \ike- 
wife; in his Sympofiacs, begins this Poem according 
to Paufanias. 








The Mind’s divided in a double Strife. 


The Words of Hefiod are thefe; there zs not one 
Kind of Contention only on Earth, but there are 


«wo, which divide the Mind. In the Theogony 
he makes but one Contention, and that fprung 











Bloodfhed, Slander, Xc. 
be drawn from this Allegory than in thefe Words 
from our facred Wrisings; Alen love Darkuefs 
better than Light, becaufe their Deeds are evil. 
The fecond Contention Emulation; which was 
planted in the Womb of Earth by Jove, muft be 


after the Invention of Arts, for before was no 
Room for Emulation. The Coztentzon firt men- 
tioned was before the Wars of the Gyants. Of 
that fee farther in the Notes to the Theogony. 


Thich 















Which, by the Laws of arbitrary Fare, 
We follow, tho by Nature taught to hate. 


‘The Truth of this will plainly appear, when we 


confider the Neceffity of many of our Actions, 
which, tho involuntary, are rendered neceflary by 
the Caufe; by involuntary, I do not mean without 
the Confent of the Will, becaufe it is certain that 
muft precede the Action, but what we had rather 
we had no Occafion to do. 


6. 








and Contention. Plato certainly miftakes the Poet 
in this, when he imagines Hefiod thinks it abfo- 
lutely neceffary for the better Government of the 
World. All that he means isẹ he finds it fo tn 
Nature; amd, from our Appetites natural to us, 
we cannot avoid it. The reft of the Note by Mr. 
Theobald. Ariffotle in his fecond Book of Rhe- 
toric, in the Chapter on Envy, quotes this Paflage 
of Hefiod, tho he does not name the Author, with 


this Introduction, decaufe Men contend, for Ho- 
HOUT S 
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nour's Sake, with their Rivals, and with att 
who have Paffions and Defires like themfelves, 
there is a Neceffity that they mufi envy fuch; 
hence it has been fayed, Kai Keezpeus Keeape: Merece. 


Ji 
55 Not as of late, when we divided Lands. 


The Sin of Perfès was reckoned, by the Antients, 
one of the moft heinous. Seneca begs he may. 
know to divide with his Brother; as if he efteemed 
it one of the moft neceflary Dutys of Man. This 
Cuftom of dividing the Father's Patrimony, by 
Lot, among all the Children, is, likewife, alluded 
to in the Odyffes of Homer, Book 14. 


3. 


59 Fools, blind to Truth! nor knows their er- 
ring Soul 


How much the Half is better than the Whole. 


What a noble Triumph is this over the Avarice, 
and Injuftice, of his Brother, and the Partiality of 
the Judges! How much like a Philofopher is this 
Greatnefs of Soul, in his Contempt of ill got 
Riches! What a Conqueft has he gained, tho he 
loft the Caufe, and fuffered by the Wickednefs of 
his Adverfary ! He not-only fhews himfelf a happy 
Man, but teaches him by whom he is moft injured 
to be fo too. I have aken the Liberty to add this 


N Linc, 
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Line, which is not in the Original, as an Explana- 
tion of this famous Paffage of our Poer, which, 
and no other, I am certain muft be his Meaning ; 





tcdil, or ’Acgodéaros. See in the ‘Difcourfes on Lhe 
Life and Writings of our Poet. 





vacy Jid rot ufe it. Says Grevius, on this Verife, 


tt was cuftomary to hang the Rudders in the 
Smoke, 
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Smoke, when the Seafon for failing was paffed; by 
which they believed they were preferved from rot- 
ing, and kept folid till the next Seafon. ‘This we 
find likewife among the Precepts in the fecond 


Book of this Poem : 








Vi BEF. 


Which Rule alfo Virgil has layed down in his 
Georgic, in'his Direction for Tools of Husbandry : 


Et fufpenf% Focis exploret Robora Fumus. 
Lib. 1. 


IO. 


69 This Senfe to Man the King of Gods denys, 
In Wrath to him who daring rob’d the Skys. 


Hear the Scholiaft on this Paffage, on the Invention 
of Arts: Men, fays he, were at firft fimple and 
unexperienced; the Art of Agriculture, and all 
other, were entirely unknown; they knew not 
Difeafes, nor the Pangs of Death; when they dyed, 
they expired on the Ground as if they knew not 
what they fuffered. They enjoyed the Fruits of 
the Earth in common among them. ‘Then were no 
Rulers, for all were Lords of themfelves: but 
when Men grew [legunfegepo:, which is the Signifi- 
cation of PROMETHEUS, more cunning, more apt 


to contrive, they lof? their primitive Tema poras c. 
N 2 and 
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and confequently their Serenity. Then the Uic 
of Fire was difcovered, which was the Source of all 
mechanical Arts. Zzets. 


Il. 


‘Dread Ills the God prepar'd, unknown before, 
And the fiol’n Five back to the Skys be bore. 


It is beyond Difpute, that with tue Invention 
and Improvement of Arts the Luxury of Men 
increafed , and that Ditcafes were the Effects: of 
Luxury. 


And the ftol’n Fire back to the Skys he bore. 
This Paflage of the Fable moft of the Commen- 
tators have left untouched, as not knowing what 
to make of it. I think it muft allude to the De- 


cay of Arts and Sciences; which the fucceeding 
Verfe will farther explain. 


I 2. 
But from Prometheus "twas conceal’d in vain. 


By Frometheus is turcly meant, as before, Hpoun- 
Geceoor, wjr Alen, who were as Seward to re- 
cover, OI reyive Ink Arts, as to invent new. 


13. Son 


Works and Pays. 


I 3. 
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77. Son of Japetus. 
See the 7 4eogony. 


I4. 
110. Around her Perfon lo! the Diamonds Shine. 


CEecay yepi- 










which Val/a has given her in his following Franf- 
lation ; 


Aurea candtntix~pofitere ivrviżlta Golio. 
15. Tbe 








117. The finifhb’d Maid the Gods Pandora call, 
Beca, a Tribute fhe receiv’d from all. 


To pafs over the poctical Beauty of this Alle- 
gory, let us come to the Explication of it. To 
punifh the Crime of Prometheus, Jupiter tends 
a Woman on Earth. How agreeable in the whole 
is the Story conducted! Vulcan firft saolds her to 
Form; that is after the Ufe of Fire xvas found out, 
of which Vukan is called the God, by Art Men 
begun to embellifh the Works of Nature; then all 
the inferior Arts, which are meant by the other 
Deitys, confpire to render the Beautys of Nature 
{till more charming. By theie Means the Defires 
of Men grew ftronger and impetuous, and plunged 
them on to {fuch exceffive Indulgence of their 
Senfes, as brought on them the Miferys the Poet 


afterwards mentions. 


16. 
121 When the great Sire of Gods beheld the Fair; 





i 


How 


The fatal Guile, th’ inevitable Snare, 





Hermes he bids tx pimetheus bear. 





How admirable is the Fable continued! Here 1s a 
Virgin. made of all the Charms of Art and Nature, 
to captivate the Eyes, and enducd with all the 
Cunning of the Sex to gain on the Heart, for that 
is the Meaning of her being fent by Herms. Thus 
formed, way dwporv, having received a Tribute from 
all the Gods to compleat her, well may the Poet 
call her dbdAoyr aunyaror, A Temptation that no Art 
can withfland. Were Prometheus, that is the 
wife Man, who forefees the Event of Things, 
warns his Brother Epimethbeus, that is the Men 
who is wife too late, to avoid the Sight of fuch an 


Affemblage of Graces. Of Japetus, Prometheus, 
€Sc. and the Deitys here mentioned, fee farther in 


the Theogony. 
ty 2 


136. — in her Hand the Nymph a Casket bears, 


Pandora’s Box may properly be took in the fame 
my ftical Senfe with the Apple in the Book of Ge- 
nefis, and in that Light the Moral will appear 


without any Difficulty. 
16 


142 And now unnureber'd Woes o'er Mortals reign, 


Alike infected is the Lana, sed iain 





With 








With what a forrowful Solemnity thefe Lines 
run, anfwerable to the Senfe contained in them! 


Ara ð pwera 2U} ER KAIT UWTPUTYS AAAARTHL 
L AEn MEP yap yua xgxwr, WAEN oë Yx?.aocte 


Some think the Story of Pandora, and the Ac- 
count we have from Mofes of the Fall of Man, 
were took from the fame Tradition. The Curte 
indeed pronounced againft Adam, in the third 
Chapter of Genefis, is the fame with this in the 
Effect; but what Weight this Imryination may 
carry with it I fhall not undertake to determine. 
This Story is imitated, and in feveral Lines tranf- 
lated, by Quzllet in his Callipwdia, and by the 
late Dr. Parnell, in his Poem called the Rife of 
WV omen. 





IQ. 
Soon as the deathlef{s Gods were bora. 


Sce Notes to the Generation of the Gods. 


20. 
Men fpent a Life like Gods in Saturn’s Reign. 


It is certain from this Paffage that, according to 
the Syftem of our Author, in tais Poem, the Golden 
Age preceded. the Creation of Woman, fhe being 
fert hw Funto: who had then the Government of 


Heaven. And agreeable to this is the Defcription 
of 


Works and Days. Boox I. 


of the Felicity of human State, before Epimetheus 
had Kaowledge of Pandora. We muft obferve 
that this does not coincide with his Account, in the 
Iheogony, where, after Saturn’s Revenge en his 









Father, the furys, Contention, and all thé Confe-, 


quences of it, immediately appear. 


he 
165 Soon zas a World of holy ‘Daemons made. 





The Notion of guardian Angels has prevailed, 
among many, in almoft all Ages, and all Countrys. 
Paflages of the like Nature are frequent in both 


the old and new Teftament; and in Homer alfo; 
and, as Mr. Addifon obferves, Milton doubtlefs 


had an Eye on this Part of Hefiod, where he fays, 
Millions of {piritual Creatures walk the Earth 








‘Un feen, both when we awake, and when we fleep. 
Paradife loft, 


¥ cannot help taking particular Notice of the 
Feauty, and Ufe, of. our Authors Doctrine of 
guardian Angels; he makes them anym @Goiteyns 
em uay, wandering all over the Earth; gvaaccen 
ae Aras, Ò QETU St, bhey keep an Account of 
Actions both juft Jana aviuft. Thef Sentiments 
grafted in the Mħħds of the Fe spite, and reccived 
as a Point of Faith by them, would make them 


always on theirGuard; and theimbeing wasndblu, 
O | the 


J 2I! 
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the “Difpofers of Riches, would be fufficient to 
induce them to good Actions. ‘The making them 


the inftruments of Providence, to reward. Men 
accerdmg to their Merits to cach other, in this 


Life, is a Doctrine fo amiable, that, if the Truth 


of it cannot be proved, it ought never to be pu- 
blickly argued againft. Here the Poet endeavours 
to deter his Brother from any future Injuftice, by 
telling him all his Actions are recorded, and that 
gccording to their Merits he fhall be rew arded. 


22. 


177 Nature LTOWS weaker than fhe was before. 


Men of the former Age were made of the Earth, 
and the firft Elements, therefore more ftrong of 


Body than thefe of a mixed Seed. The Word Gun, 
here made Ufe of for Nature, is a Metaphor 
taken from Trees and Plants. The Verb is Guo, 
to plant, Xc. Lzetz. Mot much unlike this is 


the Account we have from Mo/es of the different 
Generatiors of Man in earlyer Times. 


23. 


198 Potent. in Arms_and drvadful at the Spear. 














All the Commentators I ever faw feem to have 
entirely miftook the Senfe of this Line; nor have 
Valla 
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Valla and Frifius entered into the Meaning of the 
Poet in their Tranflations: the firít tranflates Ex 


PEALI 














—— Dryadumgue creata 

















S. anguine 


{fprung from the Blood of the “Dryads, or Wood 
Nymphs: and Frifius has it Quercubus ex durts, 
from hard Oaks. I fhall ufe the Comment which 
Mr. Theobald has furnifhed me with on this Oc- 
cafion; and in the fame Words in which he give 
it to me. 


t i} 
Zeus Ôe autip TELT AMAO Yvos MEEJTOV AVVPW TOY 





"Ex LLEAIAP, Devoy Te 2 9 u6 exUgY olay ”Apnos 
"Epy EMMEDE GOVIEVTOL xy UGezES. 


I think I may venture to affirm, from the Com- 
ments they have given of it, that none of all the 
Greek Commentators rightly underftood this Paf- 
fage. I believe I may fay the fame of the La- 
ffr Critics: Graevius, Le Clerc, and Heinfius, 
have pafied the Difficulty over in Silence. Schre- 
velius falls into the Interpretation of the Greek 
Scholiafts; and Guzetus, it is plain, faw Nothing 
of what I apprahehd to be the Meaning of the 
Poet ; becaufe he makes an Alteration of the Text 
itfelf, changing öx pearicy intowdx qr petal àt: 777 

O < Inor- 














inordinatum ; 








Conjectures of Tzetzes, who firft, together with 
Mofcopylus, and Proclus, tells us that by -xpe- 





am perfuuaded, had no Thoug | 
a Generation on us: befides, as neither in the De- 


fcription of the Golden, or Silver, Age, the Poet 
has given us any Account of what Materials the 


Men were formed, why fhould he doit here? In 
fhort, let us reétify the Pointing of the whole Paf- 


fage, and take the Context along with us, and a 
very little Sagacity, I hope, will reftore us the Au- 
thor’s true Meaning.. I have a great Sufpicion the 


Verfes ought to be pointed thus; 














Zeus St mump Testy AMO YKV KECgTAY aYIpw TOY 
Kaaxeov ming, èx apupa gey opgiors. 
"Fix peridy Dewy Te % InCesygv, cic Apnos 


q g 


"Epy éueAre sovcervta x, uC exes. 





So ’Ex pay Dewey Te x} ÁBEL will be potent 
and dreadful-at the Spear. `E penay is the Do- 
ri Genitive. -aa Of experiwy. Media is not only 
the Afbtree, but is metaphorically ufed, by Ho- 

am mer, 
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mer, and the other Poets, for the Spear: fo //ad 2, 
in the Deícri ption of he Abantes. 








[25 


"Tad au "“ACavns Emvwo Soot omy xougwrtes, 
‘Alxumtat, meugwres opex liin pre? insi 


Copnggs pn= ev niwy aufi on JET OR. 
[| Hair, 


Down their broad Shoulders falls a Length of 
Their Hands difmifs not the long Lance in Air: 


But with pratended Spears, in fighting Fields, 
Pierce the tough Corflets, and the brafen Shields. 





Pope. 


The ocholtatt on the Place ee mer not A | 





ío, in our Poet, èx 
ucdiay deavov I take to be no more than Aæ mev 
preAlwy, OT THIS MEALS Seavoy, terrible with Spears. 
Both the Prepofitions are indifferently ufed, in the 
fame Manner, by the beft Profe Writers, as well as 
the Poets: fo in Thucyd. we have èx mev mAwv 
faf Ša tev òomràawr, by Force of Arms. It may not 
be unworthy a Remark, and to ftrengthen this 
Conje&ture, that Ovzd, who had an Eye on He- 
food, in the Deícriptisa of the four Ages, foon as 
he names the Brafin Ag» likewife diftingtithes it 
by this Propenfity to Arms. 








Tertia 








126 
Tertia poft illas fucceffit aénea Protes, 


Sevior Ingeniis, et ad horrida promptior Arma. 


24. 


200 Un the crude Flefb of .Beafis, they feed, atone. 





Here the Poet, fpeaking of the Giant Race, fays 
sõ n otto n&iov, of which Schrevelius, Tzetzes, 


and other Commentators, fay, they fed not on 
Bread, or Meat dreffed, but tore and eat the Limbs 


25. 


202 Their Houfes Brafs, of Brafs the warlike Blade. 








That there was a Time when brafen Arms were 
ufed we may learn from Plutarch, who tells us, 
when Cimon, the Son of Mzltiades, carryed the 
Bones of Thefeus, from the Ifle of Scyros, to 
Athens, he found interred with him a Sword, and 
the Head of a Spear, made of Brats. 


Paufanias, who mentions this Fad, tells us, that 
Iron was then begun to be ufed in War; but fot 
bræen Arms in heroical Times, he gives the In- 
{tances of Py/fander’s Ax, and the Dart of Me- 
riones, both fre emer. He likewife alledges the 
Amny of theSpear of Achilles preferved in the 

‘Temple 
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Temple of Minerva at Pha/felis, and the Sword of 


Memuon, all of Brafs, in the Temple of A: fcula- 
; ‘Lucretins is a Voucher, al- 


127 








and Ufe of Braf before that of "Tene, 


Pofterins Ferri Vis eft Asrifque reperta, 
Sed priùs Æris erat, quam Ferri, cognitus ‘Ufus. 


The Remarks from Pau/fanias, and Lucretii 
are by Mr. Téepbald. See farther in the Obferva- 


tion on Line 253 of the Theogony. 


26. 


210 To thefe a fourth, a better Race, fucceeds, 
Of. gedltke Heros, famd for martial Deeds. 


Exactly the fame is the Diftinction Afo/es makes 
in Genefis, favs he, there were Giauts in the 
Earth in thofe Days; and allo after that, bez 
she Sons of God came in unto the “Daughters of 
Maen, and they bare Children to thems, ‘the fame 
vecame mighty Men, which were, of old, Men of 
Renown. | 








Chap. 6. Wer. 4. 


Here are plainly the Age »f Giants, and the 
Age of Heros. 











There in the Iflands of the Blefs'd they find 
AU that contributes to the Calm of Mind. 





The Fortunate Iflands, by the Greeks thought 
to be the Seats of good Men, Homer, Lycophron, 








Devenere Locos letos, et amaenaVureta 


Fortunatorum Nemorum, Sedefque beatas. 
Lib. 6. 


They took their Way, 
W here long extended Plains of Pleafure lay, 


The blifsful Seats of happy Souls below. 
Dryden. 











Pindar, in his fecand Olympic, comes nearer to 
onr Poet. in trs Itefcription of thofe Seats of the 


Happy. 
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Where the Gales, from the Ocean, breathe thro 
the Ifland of the bleffed. I muft here obferve that 








thus dreadfully of a future State, and of the hap- 


pyeft Condition of it, is no Encouragement to the 


living. 





P 30. No 
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This Paflage Ovid has beautyfully tranflated in 
his Metamorphofes; and indeed feveral Parts of 
Hefiod are well improved by that fine Poet. In 
the Divifion of the Ages he differs from our Au- 
thor, and of five makes but four. * It zs the O- 
penton of fome, that it would have been better, 
tf Ovid had payed as great a Regard to the hif- 
torical Relations, as to the poetical Beautys, of 
thofe whom be imitates. * 









Here the Poet likens himfelf to the Nightingale, 
and the Judges to the Birds of Prey. Tzetz. This 
Obfervation is throly confirmed by his directing 
his Difcousfe to his Brother, immediately after the 
End of the Fable. Tho this Tranfition, from the 
five Ages to the Fable of the Hawk and the Night- 
ingale, feems abrupt at firft Sight, yet, on mature 
Confideration, we may well reconcile it tó Propri- 
ety. The main Gad of his Work is to lay down 
St Kons sr Husvandry, ce. but, as a neceflary 


Preliminary tq that Knowledge, he tells his Bro- 
ther, 
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ther, he fhould firft learn to be good. He firft 
fhews how Virtue was efteemed by the Gods, and 
Vice detefted, in every Age; and then lays down 
the beft of moral Precepts, fhewing what Happy- 
nefs attends the good, and what Miferys the wicked, 
in this Life, from Arguments deduced from the 
Laws of Nature. The remaining Part of this Book 


contains a beautyful, tho fmall, Body of mora 
Philofophy. 








of it depends on the Degree of the Perfon guilty, 
and the Nature of the Crime commited, and againft 
whom; as that of Paris, who was the Son of a 
powrful Prince, and who, in-breaking the Laws of 


Hofpitality, offended a powrful Peoplr, hy=#hich 
he involved his Country in Ruin 


P 2 34. Exadtly 











Exactly mark, ye Rulers of Mankind, 
Lhe Ways of Truth, nor be to Fuftice blind. 


He now turns the Difcourfe from his Brother to 





322 derial Spirits. 


This Repetition of the Circumfpeétion of the 
guardian Angels, and the Punifhment of the un- 
righteous, is to keep the Crime, of which they 
were guilty, frefh in the Memory of his Brother 
andthe Judges. Repetitions of this Nature are 


frequent in the Greek Poets, and more particularly 
in Homer than any other. 


20. 


dnd urge the Punifbbment their Crimes demand. 





333 





The 
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The Original has it, that Faffice reminds Jove 
of human Wickednefs, and follicits him that..the 
People may be punifbed for the Offences of Their 
Rulers. 





«a > f 
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Anugs atadai CaBirAnwy 


The Greek Commentators are all fatisfyed with this 
~Senfe. Monfieur Le Clerc indeed reafonably ob- 





demn, where is the Juftice of it? He quotes the 
well known Axiom of Horace, Delirant Reges, 
ple&tuntur Achivi, and refers us to a foregoing 
Paflage of our own Author, in which he fays, æ 
whole City is often deftroyed for the Guilt of a 
Single Perfon : but it is not ebvious to me that 
this is the Poets Meaning. Let us examine the 
Sentiment with the Context, and that will beit de- 
termine us in the Meaning here. 7a/ffzce, fays he, 
fiting by her Father Jove, when any one wrongs 
her, complains of the Iniquity of Man, that the 
People may fuffer for the Offences of their-Go- 
vernours , therefore, ye Governours, take Heed 
of pronouncing unjuft Judgements, for every 
Man’s evil Machinations fall on his own Head. 
If a Man’s own ill Devices fall on himfelf, it is 
moft abfurd for Fu/ffice to follicit thet the Vulgar 
fhould be puntfhed for the Crimes of their Rulers. 


tn 





J 





in fhort, tho all the Copys agree to fupport this 
Argument, the Alteration of a fingle Letter will 
give ıt a Turn of plain Reafon, and make all the 
Parts confonant to eachother. I propofe this Change 
only as a private Sufpicion, becaufe as it ftands at 
prefent I am at a Lofs how to fatisfy myfelf in the 
Senfe. I would fuppofe that the Author might 
have wrote it ; 
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Kai p omor av ms pav C? ATN, CRONIES OVOTOUÇOWV, 
9 7 `. 4 d 
Aung, map Ait mater xgcECouen Kepriwri, 
r s1 ‘A ? 
Dupver vpo nwy aOINgY Vooy, opp Amnon 


Trs ATUAL CaciAnwy. 


L- 

The only Change that is made in the Text is of 
Anyss into Tayg, but the Change from thence in 
the Senfe is very ftrong and fignal: viz. When 
Juflice is injured, fhe, fiting by Jove, immedi- 
ately exclaims againfi human Iniquity, that he 
might then, or at that Inflant, punifh the Enor- 
mitys of the fudges: therefore, ye Judges, take 
Heed to be more righteous, for the Iniquity of 
every onesfalls upon his own Head. 'The Words, 
fo altered, certainly bear fuch a Senfe; and the 
Greek, I think, without any Strain of the Language, 
admits"1t. Tuos, then, is an Adverb of Time, 
which anfwers to ngs, when, the Want of which is 
fupplyed by oma, Which is the fame Senfe with 
95, “ud OY o¢ges, and awnxyg, by which the Con- 
nection is entirely grammatical: and then amiw 

does, 
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does not only fignify Zuo, Penas do, but likewife 
punio, Ulcifeor, and governs an Accufative Cak ; 
as Stephens, and other Lexicon Writers, take No- 
tice, and prove by Authoritys: but as I fayed 
before, I only fubmit it to Judgement. I will 
conclude this Remark with an Obfervation that will 
not a little ftrengthen it; which is, that the Senfe 
I would give this Paflage is exactly conformable 
to what our Poet fays, but few Verfes before, which 
are, in your Tranflation, thete; 


When Suits commence, difhoneft Strife the Canie, 


Faith violated, and the Breach of Laws, 
Enfue; the Crys of Juftice haunt the Judge. 


This whole Note by Mr. Theobald. 


-Ti 
346 -O! when I hear the upright Mai complain, 


Plutarch would have thefe Lines left out as 
Blafphemy, and unworthy Hefod. 1 muit beg 
Leave to diffent from him. The Poe here tays, 
with the greateft Solemnity, may L wor mine be 
guft, af to be fo is to be unfortunate, and if to 
be wicked is to be fuccefsful, as we fee in Life it 
often happens. I think he takes a bold Scope, and 
well folves the Objection ef ‘P/utarch in this Line, 


4 . 


> n e 
AMa may saw coro TE’ AV Qix tepmxnrenuroy. 


But 





But this is my Comfort, I hope it is not by the 
Cazfent of Jove. ‘Tzetz. 





38. 


364» Who Right efpoufes, thro a righteous Love, Xc. 


Here the Poet has a Regard to real Merit, wifely 
confidering that a good Act is fometimes done, and 
the Author of it ignorant of the Good he does, 
therefore confequently void of the Merit of it; as 
on the contrary, a Man may commit a Crime, with- 
out the Confent of his Will; and therefore guilclefs. 


3 9. 
374 To Fi ickednefs the Road is quickly found, Xc. 





The Beauty of this Paffage is admirable; and it 
will appear the more fo, when we confider the 
Truth of the Doétrine, in this poetical Drefs. The 
Road to what he here calls Wickednefs is foon 
found; that is, our Appetites are no fooner capable 
of enjoying their proper Objects, but fuch Objects 
are every Day prefenting themfelves to us; the 
Way to what he calls Virtue, and which is really 
fo, is truly rugged, becaufe we muft refift the 
Dictates of Nature, if we confider ourfelves as mere 
fenfual Beings, and reject thefe Things which. 
would give us immediate Pleafure. 


40. 











Perfes, 


Book I. 





Perfes, of Birth divine. 





338 —— 


After the Poet has endeavoured to excite his 
Brother to Acts of Juftice, by moral Precepts, he 
reminds him of his Birth, intimating that by Acts 
of Virtue the Honour of a Family is fupported. 
Tzetz. See farther in the Life. 
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416 But ravifh not, depending on thy Might. 











How proper is this, after he had recommended 
Boldnefs to his Brother, left he fhould miftake that 
which he defigned as an honeft Refolution boldly 


purfued, and convert the beft Advice to the Pre- 
judice of others! 
42. 


440 Of the pure Victim burn the white fat Thighs. 


The Thighs were offered to the Gods, becaufe 
of the Honour due to them, thofe Parts being of 
greateft Service to Animals in walking, and gene- 
rating; and thereby, fays Tzetzes, they com- 
mended themfelves, and their Undertakings, to di- 


vine Proteétion. 


Q We 
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We find the fame Offerings ordained by the Le- 
visical Laws, tho perhaps not juft on the fame 
Occafion. How near the Ceremonys agreed is un- 
certain; for here cur Author is deficient We find 
the fame ftrit Command in Leveticus, that the 
Vi&im fhould be pure. And if his Offering, for 
a Sacrifice of Peace Offering, unto the Lord, be 
of the Flock Male or Female, he fball offer it 
without Blemifb. Chap. 3. Ver. 6. There like- 
wife the Fat, and thofe Parts which contribute 
moft to Generation, are more particularly apropri- 


ated to that Ufe. And he shall offer an Offering 
made by Fire unto the Lord; the Fat thereof, and 


the whole Rump, it fhall he take off bard by the 
Back-bone; and the Fat that covereth the In- 


wards, and all the Fat that is on the Inwards. 
And the two Kidneys, and the Fat that is on 
them, which is by the Flanks, and the Caul above 
the Liver, with the Kidneys, it fhall he take 
away. And the Prieft fhall burn them on the 
Altar: it is the Food of the Offering made by 
Fire, for a fweet Savour. All the Fat is the 
Lord’s. Ver.9, 15, 16. And in the fame Book 
are the Offerings of Frankincence, and Drink Of- 
ferings, initituted. Inthe liad of Homer, Book 1, 
the Thighs are offered to 4pollo; as likewife in the 
Odyffes Book 21, aud in feyeral other Parts of thofe 


two Poems. 
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462 Whate'er you borrow of your Neighbour’s 
Return the fame in Weight, if able more. 





Our Author in his Rules of Morality does not 
recommend an Obfervation of the Laws only, but 
all that may conduce to the true Enjoyment of Life, 
to ourfelves, our Friends, and our Neighbours; 
as Liberality, a particular Regard to good Men, in 
our Payments to return more than we borrow; 
none of which we are obliged to by any Laws: all 
this therefore muft proceed from a generous Soul, 
from a Knowledge of the World, and a juft and 
prudent Way of thinking. He likewife fhews, that 
to be honeft, to be liberal, is not only to indulge 
a noble Paflion, but to be Friends to ourfelves; 
and the Rule he lays down in 6ne Line is enforced 
by the Reafon in the next. What an elegant Praife 
is that Zuly gives our Poet, when to commend this 
Paflage, he ufes the fame Words, as near as he can, 
which he fo much admires. 








Illud Hefiodeum laudatur a doétis, guod eadem 
menfura reddere jubet, qua acciperis, aut etiam 
cumulatiore, ft poffis. 


that Paffage of Hefiod zs commended by Men 
of Learning, becaufe he commands you never to 
‘return lefs than you borro.v, but more, if you are 


able. 
QO 2 44. Io 

















To fint the Wine, a frugal Husband shows, 
When from the Middle of the Cask it' flows. 


The Reafon Tzetzes, and fome other Commen- 
“ators, give for this Advice is, that Wine, when the 
Cask is firft pierced, is {mall, being next the Air, 
and when low, troubled with Dregs; at both which 
Times, they fay, Hefod advifes not to be fparing, 
the Wine not being of much Values but when it is 
about half out it draws more pure; then is the 
Time to be frugal. A poor Compliment this to his 
Guefts! If fo, all his former Rules of Liberality 
are deftroyed; but thefe Gentlemen muft certainly 
miftake his Meaning. All that he would recom- 
mend is, not to let our Liberality run to Profufe- 
neis; and when the Wine is ftrong, not to drink 


to Excefs, by which we become Enemys to our 
{elves and Friends. 


The Erd of the Notes to the fri BOOK. 
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WORKS and DAYS. 


BOOK II. 


The ARGUMENT. 





J N this Book the Poet infirutts his Countrymen 

zn the Arts of Agriculture, and Navigation, 
and in the Management of the Vintage: he il- 
buftrates the Work with rural Defcriptions; and 
concludes with feveral religious Precepts, founded 


on the Cuftom and Manners of his Age. 
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Apply the Sickle to the ripen’d Corn; J 


And when, attendant on the Sun’s Decline, 


They in the Evening Æther only fhiné, 





Then is the Seafon to begin to plow, 





To yoke the Oxen, and prepare to fow. 


There 
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There is a Time when forty Days they ly, 
An# forty. Nights, conceal’d from human Eye, 
tö Büt in the Courte of the revolving Year, 
When the Swain fharps the Scythe, again appear. 
This is the Rule to the laborious Swain, 


Who dwells or near, or diftant from, the Main, 


Whether the fhady Vale receives his Toul, 





And he manures the fat, the inland, Soil. 


Would you the Fruits of all thy Labours fee, 
Or plow, or iow, or reap, Mill naked be; 


Then fhall thy Barns, by Ceres blefs’d, appear 


Full of theevarious Produce of the Year; 


20 Nor fhall the Seafons then behold thee poor, 





A mean Dependant on angthers Sgore. 


Thé, 








Tho, foolifh Perfes, bending to thy Pray'rs, 
I lately hear’d thy Plaints, and eas’d thy Cares, 


On me no longer for Supplys depend, 








For I no more fhall give, no more fhall lend. 





Labour induftrious if you would fucceed ; 
‘That Men fhoyld labour have the Gods decreed, 





That with our Wives and Children we may live, 





Without th’Affiftance that our Neighbours give, 
‘That we may never know the Pain of Mind, 3 
To ask for Succour, and no Succour find. 


Twice, thrice, perhaps, they may your Wants{upply ; 








But conftant Beggars teach them to deny ; 
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Such Its to fhun, my Counfels lay to Heart; 


I 46- 








Nes dread the Debtor’s Chain, nor Hunger’s Smart. 
A Houfe, and Yoke of Oxen, firft provide, 


A Maid to guard your Herds, and then a Bride; 





4° The Honfe be furnifh’d as thy Need demands, 
Nor want to borrow from a Neighbour’s Hands: 


While to fupport your Wants abroad you roam, 





Time glides away, and Work ftands ftill at Home. 
Your Bus'nefs ne’er defer from Day to Day, 
45. 





Sorrows and Poverty attend Delay > 





‘That draws the toilfome Sweat from ey ry Pore; 





When 
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When o’er our Heads th’ abated Planet rowls 











A fhorter Courfe, and vifits diftant Poles; 





When Jove defcends in Showrs upon the Plains, 








And the parch’d Earth is cheer'd with pienteousRains ; 
When human Bodys feel the grateful Change, 


And lefs a Bufden to themfelves they range ; 





When the tall Foreft fheds her Foliage round, 


And with autumnal Verdure ftrews the Ground, 


The Bole is incorrupt, the Timber good; 





Then whet the founding Ax to fell the Wood. 


Provide a Mortar three. Feet decp, and ftrong; 69 





And let the Piftil be three Cubits long. 
One Foot in Length next let the Mallet he; 


Ten Spans the Wain, feven Feet her Axcełtree, 
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With that your Oxen long may tear the Ground; 


70 And next, the skilful Husbandman to fhow, 





Fait pin the Handel to the Beam below: 





Let the Draught-beam of fturdy Oak be made, 


And for the Handel rob the Laurel Shade, 


Or, if the Laurel you refufe to fell, 





75 Seek out the Elm, the Elm will ferve as well. 


Two Plows are needful; one let Art beftow, 








And one let N ature to Ahe Seryice bow; 








Its Fellow in the furrow’d Field employ. 


Yoke from the Herd two fturdy Males, whofe Age 30 





Mature fecures them from each other's Rage; 





For if too young they will unruly grow, 


Unfinifh’d leave the Work, and break the Plow: 





Thefe, and your Labour fhall the better thrive, 


Let a good Plowman, ycar d to forty, drive; 35 


And fee the careful Husbandman be fed, 

With plenteous Morfels, and of wholefome Bread: 
Tke Slave, who numbers fewer Days, you'll find 
Carelefs of Work, and of a rambling Mind, 


Perhaps, negle&ful to direct the Plow, 90 


He in one Furrow twice the Seed will fow. 





105 





Who yearly foars to {eek a fouthem Clime, 


Confcious of Cold; when the fhrill Voice you hear, 





With aking Heart, beholds the winter Rains; 


Be mindful then the fturdy Ox to feed, 





And careful ‘keep within the ufeful Breed. 


= You fay, perhaps, you will intreat a Friend 


A Yoke of Oxen, and a Plow, to lend: 
He your Requeft, af wife, wall thus refufe, 
I have buw two, and thofe I want to ufe; 


Tc make a Plow great is th’ Expence and Care; 





All tHefe you fhould, m proper Time, prepare. 
Re- 
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Reproofs like thefe avoid; and, to behold 








Your Fields bright waving with their Ears of GNg 
Let unimprov’d no Hour, in Seafon, fly, 


But with your Servants plow, af v-t, or drys. 





And in the Spring again to turn the Soil 
Obferve; the Summer fhall reward: your Toil.. 


While light and frefh the Glebe infert the Grain, 


Then: fhatl your Children {mile, nor you complain, 





Prefer with Zeal, when you begin to plow, 


To Jove terrene, and Ceres chaft, the Vow; 





Then will the rural Dé&tys regard 


Your Welfare, and your Piety »edard.. 


Forget not, when you fow the Grain, to mind. 





That a Boy follows, with a Rake, behind 
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And ftri&ly charge him, as you drive, with Care, 





ne Seed to cover, and the Birds to {fcare. 


Thro ev’ry Task, with Diligence, employ 





Your Strengt:r; and in that Duty be your Joy; 
And, to avoid of Life the greateft Ll, 

Never may Sloth prevail upon thy Will: 

{ Blefs’d who with Order their Affairs difpofe ! 





But rude Confufion is the Source of Woes!) 


Then dhall you fee, olympian Hove your Friend, 





With pond’rous Grain the yellow Harveft bend; 
Then of Arachne’s Web the Vefiels clear, 
To hoard the Produce of the fertile Year. 
Think then, O! think, how pleafant will it be, 


At Eome an ańnual Support to fee; 
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To view with friendly Eyes your Neighbour’s Store, 


And to'be able to relieve the poor. 135 


Learn now what Seafons for the Plow to kun: 


Beneath the Tropic of the Winter’s Sun 





Be well obfervant not to turn the Ground, 


For {mall Advahtage will from thence be found: 


How will you figh when thin your Crop appears, r40 
And the fhort Stalks fupport the dufty Ears! 

Your fcanty Harveft then, in Baskets prefs’d, 

Will, by your Folly, be your Neighbour’s Jeft: 
Sometimes indeed it otherwife may be; 


But who th’ Effect of a bad Caufe car fee? I 45 


If late you to the Plowman’s ‘Task’ accede, 
The Symptoms thefe the.later Plow muft peed. 


S W hen 
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When firft the Cuckoo from the Oak you hear, 





lu welcome Sounds, foretel the Spring-time near, 
Iso) If Féve, the Plowman’s Friend, upon the Plains 

Three Days and Nights, defcends in conftant Rains, 

Till on the Surface of the Glebe the ‘Tide 

Rife to that Height the Ox’s Hoof may hide; 

Then may you hope your Store of golden Grain 
155 Shall equal his who earlyer turn’d the Plain. 

Obferve, with Care, the Precepts I impart, 

And may they never wander from thy Heart; 

Then fhall you know the Showrs what Seafons bring,” 

And what the Bus’nefs of the painted Spring. 


160 Ir that bleak, and dead, Seafem of the Year, 


Whe, raked all the Woods, and Fields, appear, 


When 





And the Blood almoft freezes in the Veins, 


Avoid the publick Forge where Wretches fly 





Th’ inelement Rigour of the Winter Sky: 


Thither behold the flothful Vermin ftray, 





And there in idle Talk confume the Day ; 


Half ftarv’d they fit, in evil Confult join, 





And, indolent, with Hope buoy up their Mind ; 
Hope that is never to the hurtgry kind! 


Labour in Seafon to encreafe thy Store, 
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175 The Month all-hurtful to the lab’ring Kine, 





156 





...part devoted to the God of Wine, 


-Dem:nds your utmoft Care; when raging forth, 
O'er the wide Seas, the Tyrant of the North, 
Bellowing thro Thrace, tears up the lofty Woods, 
130 Hardens the Earth, and binds the*rapid Floods. 
The Mountain Oak, high tow’ring to the Skys, 


Torn from his Root acrofs the Valley lys; 





Wige {preading Ruin threatens ail the Shore, 
Loud groans the Earth, and ail the Forefts roar. 


185 And now the Beaft amaZd, from him that reigns 





Lord of th:: Woods to thofe which graze the Plains, 


Shi "ring ¢ the piercing Blaft, affrighted, flys, 





Any gaards his tender Tail betwixt his Thighs. 


Now 
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Now Nought avails the Roughnefs of the Bear, 


The Ox’s Hyde, nor the Goat’s Length of Hair; 





Rich in their Fleece, alone the well cloath & Fold 
Dread not the bluft’ring Wind, hor. fear dme Gold. 


The Man, who could erect fupport his Age, 


Now bends reluctant to the North-wind’s Rage: 





Erom Accidents like thefe the tender Maid, 


Free and fecure, of Storms nor Winds afraid, 


Lives, nurtur’d chaft beneath her Mother's Eye, 
Unhurt, unfully’d, by the Winter’s Sky ; 
Or now to bathe her layely Limbs fhe goes, 


Now round the Fair the fragrant Amt rit flows ; 





Beneath the virtuous Roof fhe fpends the Nights, 


Stranger to golden Venns, and hel Rites. 
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Now does the bonelefs Polypus, in Rage, 
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Feed on his Feet, his Hunger to affwage ; 
205 The: un no more, bright fhining in the Day, 
D:reers Pam m the Flood to find his Prey ; 


O’er fwarthy Nations while he fiercely gleams, 


Greece feels the Powr but of his fainter Beams. 





Now all Things have a diff’rent Face below ; 


210 The Beafts now fhiver at the falling Snow; 


Thro Woods, and thro the fhady Vale, they run 


Ta various Haunts, the pinching Cold to fhun; 


Some to the Thicket of the Foreft flock, 


And fome, ‘tor Sbelter, feek the hollow Rock. 


215 A winter Garment now demands your Care, 


To pucrd the B&ty from th’ inclement Air ; 
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Seft be the inward Veft, the outward ftrong, 











And large to wrap you warm, Cown reaching laong. 


Thin lay your Warf, when you the Loom pre dare 





And clofe to weave the Woof no Labour {fpare. 


The Rigour of the Day a Man defys, 


Thus cloath’d; nor fees his Hairs like Briftles rife. 


Next to your Feet the well hair’d Shoes provide, 
Hairy within, of a found Ox’s Hyde. 
A Kid’s foft Skin over your SHoulders throw, 225 


Unhurt to keep you from the Rain or Snow; 





And for your Head a wen made Cov’ring get, 


To keep your Ears fafe, from the Cold aid Wet. 
When o’er the Plains the North exerts his Sway, 
From his fharp Bfafts piercing F-gins the Diy :. 230 
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Then from the Sky the morning Dews defend, 








And fruitful o'er the happy Lands extend. 
The Waters by the Winds convey'd on high, 


From living Streams, in early Dew-drops ly 





235° Bright on the Grafs; but if the North-wind fwells, 





With Rage, and thick and fable Clouds compels, 


They fall in ev’ning Storms upon the Plain: 7 





| 
And now, from ey’ry Part, the lab’ring Swain 
Haefees the Danger of the coming Rain; J 
z40 Leaving his Work, panting behold him fcowr 


Homeward, inceffant 2 outrun the Show’r. 
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The Ox’s Provender be ftinted now, 


But plenteous Meals the Husbandman allow: 





For the long Nights but tedious pafs away. 





Thefe Rules obferve while Night fuccecäs the Day. 


Long as our common Parent, Earth, fhall bring 


Her various Offgprings forth to grace the Spring. 





When, from the Tropic of the Winter's Sun, - 250 
Thricetwenty Days and Nights theirCourfe have run, 

And when 4réfurus leaves the Main, to rife 

A Star, bright fhining, in the ev’ning Skys; 

Then prune the Vine: M dangerous to delay 

Till with Complaints the Swallow breaks the Day. 255 


When with their Romes the flow-pac’d Snails retreat, 





Beneath fome Foliage, fram the burning Heat 
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Of the Plezades, your Tools prepare ; 





162 


The ripen’d Harveft then demands your Care. 





260 Now Ay the jocund Shades, your morning Sleep, 
Afd conftant ta their Work your Servants keep, 
All other Pleafures to your Duty yield; 
The Harveft calls, hafte early tothe Field. 
The morning Workman always beft fucceeds; 

265 The Morn the Reaper, and the Trav’ler, fpeeds: 
But when the Thiftle wide begins to fpread, 
Ané rears in Triumph his offenfive Head, 
When in the fhady Bougitts, with quiv’ring Wings, 
The Grafhé pper all Day continual fings ; 


270 The Seafon when the Dog refumes his Reign, 








Then the fat Flefh of Goats is wholefome Food, 
And to the Heart the generous Winé is good ; 


Then Nature thro the fofter Sex does move, 





And ftimulates the Fair to Ads of Love: 275 
Then in the Shade avoid the mid-day Sun, 

Where Zephyrs breathe, and living Fountains run ; 
There pafs the fultry Hours, with Friends, away, 

And frolick out, in harmlefs Mirth, the Day; 

With. country Cates your homely Table fpreac: 280 
The Goat’s new Milk, and Cakes of Milk your Bread; 


| Meat ; 
The Fiefh of Beeves, which broufe the Trees, your 





Nor fpare the tender Flefh of Kids to eat ; 





With Byblian Wire the rural Feaft be crown’d ; 


Three Parts of Water, let the bowl go round 285 


Ta Fotget 
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Forget not, when Orson firft appears, 


To make your Servants threfh the facred Ears; 


Upon the level Floor the Harveft lay, 


Where a foft Gale may blow the Chaff away ; 


zoo Then, of your Labour to compute the Gain, 





Before you fill the Veffels, mete the Grain. 


_Sweep up the Chaff, to make your Work compleat! 


The Chaff, and Straw, the Ox and Mule will eat. 


Wher in the Year’s Provifion you have layd, 


295 Take home a fingle Man, and Servant-maid ; 


Among your Workmen ft this Care be fhown 


To one who has no Manfion of his own. 
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The Harveft pafs’d, and thus by Ceres blefs’d, 300 


Unyoke the Beaft, and give your Servants Reft. 


Orion and the Dog, each other nigh, 





Forget not next the &ipen’d Grapes to lay 


Ten Nights in Air, nor take them in by Day; 


Five more remember, e’re the Wine is made, 


To let them ly, to mellow in the Shade; 
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Thus an Advantage always fhall appear, 
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315 In ev’ry Labour of the various Year. 


If-o’er your Mind prevails the Love of Gain, 





And tempts yon to the Dangers of the Main, 


Yet in her Harbour fafe the Veffel keep, 


When ftrong Orion chaces to the deep 

320 “The Virgin Stars; then the-Winds war aloud, 
And vei} the Ocean with a fable Cloud : 
Ther round the Bark, already haul’d on Shore, 


Lay Stones, to fix her when the Tempefts roar; 


But firft forget not well phe Keel to drain; 

325 And draw the Pin to fave her from the Rain. 
Furl the’Ship’s Wings, her Tackling home convey, 
And over tee Smoke the well made Rudder lay. 


With 
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With Patience wait for a propitious Gale, 





And a calm Seafon to unfurl the Sail: 


Then launch the fwift wing’d Veffel o. the Main, 330 





With a fit Burden to return with Gain. 


So our poor Father toil’d his Hours away, 





Careful to live in the unhappy Day; 





He, foolifh Per/fes, fRent no Time in vain, 





But fled Misfortunes thro the watry Plain ; 335 


He, from Molzan Cuma, th’ Ocean pafs’d, 





Here, in his fable Bark, arrtvd at laft. 
Not far from Helicon he fix’d his Race, 
In Afcra’s Village; miferable Place! 


How comfortlefs the winter Seafon there! 





And cheerlefs, Afra, is thy fummer Air 
O! Pyr- 





The propery Bus’nefs of each Seafon mind; 


45 And O! be caytious, when you truft the Wind. 
{f large the Veffel, and her Lading large, 
And if the Seas prove faithful to their Charge, 
= Great are your Gains; but by one evil Blaft, 
Away your Hopes are with your Venture cait. 
350 If dAigent to live, from Debtors free, 
You rafhly are refolv’d to trade by Sea, 
To my Inftructions an Atténtion pay, 
And learn the Courfes of the liquid Way ; 
Tho nor to build, nor giWde, a Ship I know, 
Pil teach yeu when the tpunding Main to plow. 
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Once I have croís’d the Deep, and not before, 


169 





Nor fince, from Aulis to Eubæaæ’s Shore; 


From Aulis, where th’ aflembled Grrsks lazh ind, 





Allarm’d, for Zroy, for beauteov: Dames renown’d : 


At Chalcis, there, the Youth of noble Mind, 360 


For fo their great Forefather had injoin’d, 


The Games decreed, all facred to the Grave 
Of King Amphidamas, the wife and brave 


A Victor there in Song the Prize I bore, 





A weil eard Tripod, to my native Shore; 


Which to the facred Hlelzconian Nine 

I offer’d, grateful for their Gift divine, 
Where with the Love of Verfe I firt ws fir’d, 
Where by the heav'nly Maids I yas inipir’d ; 


U To 





370 To them I owe, to them alone I owe, 


What of the Seas, or of the Stars, I know; 





Nme t the Powr to tell, by them reveal’d, 
The Will of ‘fowe, tremendous with his Shield ; 
To them, who taught me firft, to them belong 


375 The blooming Honours of th’ immortal Song. 





Wren, from the Tropic of the Summer’s Sun, 
Full fty Days and Nights their Courfe have run, 
Feuki of Danger, for the Voy ge prepare, 
Smooth is the Ocean, and ferene the Air: 

380 Then you the Bark, fafe withher Freight, may'view, 
And gladfome as the Day the joyful Crew; 
Unlefs grert Jove the * jing. of Gods, or He, 
Nepture, that fhakes the Earth, and rules the Sea, 


The 
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The two immortal Powrs on whom the End 

Of Mortals, good and bad, alike depend, 385 
Shotld jointly, or alone, their Force cmplov, 

And, in a lucklefs Hour, the Ship deftroy : 

If, free from fuch Mifchance, the Vefiel flys, 

O’er a calm Seay beneath indulgent Skys, 


Let Nothing long thae from thy Home detain, 390 





But meafure, quickly, meafure back the Nlain. 

Hafte your Return before the Vintage pafs'd, 

Prevent th’ autumnal Showss, and fouthern Blaft; 

Or you, too late a Penitent, will find 

A ruffed Ocean, and unfriendly Wind. 305 
Others there are who chufe to hoift the oni, 

And plow the Sea, before a Sprmgctite Gale 


WU 2 When 
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Wien firft the Footfteps of the Crow are feen, 





Clearly as on the Trees the buding green: 





| 
410 The lefs your Lofs, fhouM fhe return no more: | 





W ith 
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With all your Stock how difmal would it be 





To have the Cargo perifh in the Sea! 


A. Coad, you know, too pond’rous for the Wain, 
Will crufh the Axeltree, and fpoil the Grain. 


Let ev’ry Action prove a Mean confeio’d ; 





A Moderation js, in all, the befe 


Next to my Counigls an Attention pay, 


To form your Judgement for the nuptial ı Day. 


When you have number’d thrice ten Years in Time, 
The Age mature when Manhood dates its Prime; 
With Caution choofe the Partner of your Bed: 
Whom fifteen Springs have crown’d, aVirgin wed. 


Let Prudence now direéi your Choice; aWife 


Is, or a Bleffing, or à Curfe, in~Life; 
Her 


420 
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425. Hèr Father, Mother, know, Relations, Friends, 





I Worxs and 





For on her Education much depends: 


If all arg good, accept the maiden Bride; 


Then form her Manndrs, and her Adtions guide: 


A, Life ox Biifs fucceeds the happy Choice ; 

430 Bor fhallwour Friends lament, ner Foes rejoice. 
Wrotmhed the Man condemr.'d to drag the Chain, 
What r-ftlefs Ev’nings his, what Days of Pain! 
Of a luxurious Mate, a wanton Dame, 
Perpetual burning, and without a Flame, 

435 A Wife who feeks to revel out the Nights 
In fumptuous Banquets, and tn ftol’n Delights: 
Ah! wretched Mortal! tho in Body ftrong, 


ity Conttitution cannot furve thee long ; 








Firft in your Friendfhip let your bother ftand, 


45 


: 
> 
| 
: 











And humble begs you would no more comptain, 
454 Sink your Refentments, and be Friends again ; 


Or'the poer W retch, all forrowful to part, 


Sighs fot anothar Fiend to eafe his Heart. 





Wrhate rer Rage your boil ng Heart fuftains, 


Let no tht Face difclofe your inward Pains. 


460 





Be your Companions o'er the focial Bowl 
The few feleé&ted, each a virtuous Soul. 


Never a Friend among the wicked go, 


Nor ever join to be the good Man’s Foe. 
When you behold a Man by Fortune poor, 
465 Let him set leave with fharø Rebukes the Door: 


The 
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The Treafure of the Tongue, in ev'ry Caufe, 





With Moderation us’d, obtains Applaufe : 
What of another you feverely fay 
May amply be return’d ano her Day. 


' When you are fummon’d to the pubi’ek Feaft, 





Go with a willimg Mind a ready Gue(t 
Grudge not the Charge, the Burden is but mal, 
Good 1s the Cuftom, and it pleafes all 

When the Libation of black Wine you bring, 
A morning Off’ring to the heav’nly King, 
With Hands unclean if you prefer the Pray’r, 


Fove is incensd, your Vows are loft in Air; 





So all th’ immortal] Powrs on whom we calf, 


Mf with pollute Hands, are deaf to all. 


X Let 
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480 Let not thofe Parts which ought to be conceal'd 





Be to the Sun, in any Aé, reveal’d. 
Whattser you do in amorous Delight, 
Be all tranfaéted in thle Veil of Night; 
And wién, tranfported, to your Wife’s Embrace 
485 Fou hate pelfute no confecrated Place ; 


Nor feek to tafte her Beautys when you part 





From a fai Fun’ral. with a heavy Heart: 


When from the joyous Feaft you come all gay, 





In her fair Arms revel the Night away. 
490 When to the Rivulet to bathe you go, 


W hofe lucid Currents, never ceafing, flow, 


Wer, wo deface the Stream, you leave the Land, 





Wr the pure limpid Wmers cleanfe each Hand ; 


Thes 
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Then on the lovely Surface fix your Look, 





And fupplicate the Guardians of the Brook: 





Who in the River thinks himfelf fecure. 





With Malice at his Heart, nd Hands impure, 


Too late a Penitent, fhall find, e’re ivuga 





By what the Gods inflict, [fis xafhnMfsrwroag 





fore 





When to the Gods your folemn Vows ysa feys 





Stri@tly attend while at the Feaft yor ft-y; 





Nor the black Iron to your Hands apply, 


From the frefh Parts to pare the ufelefs dry. 


The Bowl, from which you the Libation pour 





To Heav’n, profane not in the focial Hour: SOF 
Who Things devote to vulgar Ufe emptey, 
Thofe Men fome dre-dful Vengeance frail deftrov. 


A 2 Never 





"Tis bv#tfllt in the footed Jar to eat, 


Till poria: por in ft bashe your Feet. 





Whg is. a flothful Way bh's Children rears, 


515 





Will fee thm feeble in thetr riper Years. 
Never by Aéts effeminate difgrace 


Yourfelf, nor bathe your Body in the Place 








Where Women bathe; for Time and Cuftom can 


Soften your Heart to A&s beneath a Man. 





520 Whe ‘on the facred Rites you fix your Eyes, 





Derida ‘Orn your Breaft the Sacrifice ; 
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For know, the God, to whom the Flames afpire, 


May punifh you feverely in his Ire. 


Sacred the Fountains, and the Seas, eftecm, 


Nor by indecent Aéts pollute their Stream. 525 


‘Shefe Precepts keep, fond of a »**ous Name, 





Anc, fhun the loud Repests ofvil F ime : 


Fame is an Ill you may with Eafe obta.n, 


A fad Oppreffion to be borne with Pats ; 
And when you would the noify Clamoyrs drown, 530 


You'll find 1t hard to lay your Burden down: 


Fame, of whatever Ktnd, not wholly dys, 








A Goddefs fhe, and ftrengthens as fhe flys. 


The End oj the fecond BOOK. — 
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1 When the Pleiades, of Atlas koru, Xc- 


oufly, begins his Inftructions with a general 
Direction when to fow and to reap’; -which 


Rule is contained in the two firft Lines, but 
lengthened, in the Tmnflation, into feven, This 
firft main Precept is £0 rea? when the P jtzades rife, 


and. to pon aber. they fet. 
Y 


I Shall firft obferve that the Poet, very judici— 








A fter 











After this he informs his Gountrymen in their 
feveral, Dutys, at home, and in the Fieids. For 
the poetical and al legorical Meaning of the P/e:- 
ades, I fhall ufe the Words of the Scholiaft on 
tifis Paffage. 





Pleione bore to Atlas feven Daughters; the 
Names of which we find in the Phenomena of 
Aratus. Alcyone, Merope, Celeno, LEleétre, 

Stemapef Tayzete, and Maia; but fix of which, 

- fays he, are-iecn. Theíe being puríued by Orzoz, 

wha'was iy. Love witff whem, were changed into 
Doves; and afterwards placed by Jupiter, in the 
Zodiac. .’Thus much for the fabulous. By Atlas, 
who is fayet to fupport the Heavens on his Shoul- 
ders, is meant the Pole, which divides, and deter- 
minates, the Hemiuifpheres; of whom the P/ezades, 
or feven Stars, and all other Stars, are fayed to 
be born; becaufe, after the Separation of the He- 
mifpheres, they appeared. The rifing of the P/e- 
zades is from the ninth of May, to the three and 
twentieth Day of Sune; the feting of them from 
the eighth of O¢fober to the ninth of December. 
Tzetz. What our Author means by their rifing 
and feting I have endeavoured to explain in my 
‘Tranifxion. : 











ne 
There is a Time when rty Days they ly, 


And forty Azgehte, co sceal’d from human Eye. 
i hie 
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This is, fays Tzetzes, partly in <prz/, and 
partly in May; which is occafioned by the Vici- 
nity of the Sun to the Péezades at that Time. In 
April he paffes thro Aries, and in May thro 
Taurus: in the Middle of which Sign thefe Sears 
are placed. Some, contrary to Tzetzes, date the 
rifing of thefe from the Beginning“of June; to 
which Month quite thro May, fay they, the Sun 
paffes thro Taurus and Gemziiz. 


2. 
22 Tho, foolifh Perfes, bending to thy Prayrs, 
I lately heard thy Piaints, and eas a thy Cares. 





It is evident from thefe, and other, Lines, that 
altho Perfes had defrauded his Brother of hts 
Right, he was {foon reduced to want his Affiftance. 
It may not be impertinent here to obferve, that 


Hefiod, in feveral of his moral Precepts, had his 
Eye on the prefent Circumftances of his Brother, 


as in the firt Book, Ver. 417, fpeaking of the 
wicked, 


like a Dream his ill got Riches jy. 


The Impreffion this muft make on Pers muft 
be the ftronger, being directed to him who had got 


an Eftate by Fraud, end iyuandered it away. 





Y 4. Then 





59 Then whet the founding Ax to fell the Wood. 


The Wood that is felled at ‘this time of the 
Year may be preferved imputrid, the Moifture 
having been dryed away by the Heat of the W ea- 
ther; which renders it firm and durable; but if 
felled with the Moifture in the Trunk, or Bole, 
it ros. Tretz. 

5 


60 Provide a Mortar. 


Some thin’: this was for the fame Ufe of a Mill: 
if fo, an Argument may be brought, from the In- 
vention of Mills, for the Antiquity of Hefiod, 


who does not mention one in any of his Writings. 


6 


76 Two Plows are needful. 


On the Plows here mentioned, alioucy 4 mxlir, 
Grewius has a learned Note, from the Scholiaft cf 
Apollonins Rhodius, the firft he and other Com- 
mentators interpret a Plow made of a Wood that 
inclines , by Nature, to a Plow-tail: fays one, £- 
ratrum zrod babet Denta folidum & adnatum, 
xum, Tszerses „akes no Notice of this 

See the. View 





Fi Ji „e 3 





The Crane is a -very ‘fearful ‘and tender Bird, 
and foon fenfible of Cold and Heat; and, thro the 
Weight of tts Body, eafyly feels the Quality of 
the upper Air, while flying; which occafions her 
{creaming in cold Weather, left fhe fhoul4 . fall. 
T Betz. 

5. 


114 Prefer with Zeal, when you begin to pivw 














To Jove terrene, and Ceres chaft, the Vow, 





-= Hefiod keeps up an Air of Piety quite thro his 
Poem, which, as Mr. Addifon obferves in his 
Effay on the Georgic, fhould be always main- 
tained. Tzetzes teils us Zevs boros is Bacchus ; 
and the Reafon for his being joined with Ceres, 
is, becaufe they were in Æg ypt together, where 
they inftrué&ted Men in the Art or Tillage, and 
Planting. It is not unreafonable to imagine the 
Poet fhould invoke Bacchus and Ceres, who are 
the two Deitys which prefide over the Harveft and 
the Vintage, two great Subje&s of this Book: but 
the learned Grevzus has put it out of Difpute that 
itis Pluto. Zers oOenos, fays he, is the infernal 
Fupit er; by yhoriæ the G? eeks meant wef Soria, 
what ig under Ground. ‘This he illuftrates by 
many 

















eo 


y- 

i A 
ie Ie ;] 
i) 


NOTES to the 


many Authoritys, and proves sovio: Secs to be 
infernal Gods. We find many Infcripiions, con- 
tinues Ie, XQGONIOIZS OEOIRZ; in other 
Places S:ois ngraybovios. We fee in antient Mo- 
numents ybovios Epyns infernal Mercury, becaufe 
he drives the Souls of the departed to the Slfades 
below. A fchylus calls Pluto Zeus. nexpmygrev, the 





























invoked by the Husbandmen; he was believed to 





pe Author of all the Riches which come out of 
the Earth. This we have in a Hymn to Piste 
afcribed to Orpheus : 





[JAscodbdtep reveled € Coren XZP HIS Crlau Ter. 


The Giver of Riches to human Race in annual 
Fruits: and Cicero, de Natura Deorum, 
thus accounts for it, guod recidant omnia 1# 
Terras, © oriuntur e Terris, becaufe all Things 
muft be reduced to, and arife from, the Earth. 
Thus far Grevius; and Valla, in his Tranflation, 


has took it in the fame Senfe: Pilutonem, in pri- 
mis, wewerare. 











9. Then 





With pond’rous Grain the yellow Harveft 
bend. 


Ei Téros -aus o maer Oravu mos eSrAov ome: ot, 1S 
the Gonftrudétion of 





136 Beneath the Tropic of the Winter's Sun 
Be well obfervant not to turn the Ground. 


After the Poet has taught his Countrymen what 
Seafons to plow and fow ip, he teaches them what 
to avoid; which are all ihe Days in the winter. 
Tropic, or what the. Latins. call Solftice. From 


the feyog of Sagitta, and the rifing of Equus, to 
the 





Grevius changes the common Latzz- Tranfla- 
tion of this Paflage, Æneam Sedem, into Officinam 
arariam, or, ferrariam, which 1s apparently 
right to all who underftand the Author. Thelle 
Forges, with the A-g:u, were Places always open ` 
to poor Peeple, where they ufed to fleep. Pro- 
clus, in his Remarks on this. Verfe, fays, at one 
Time, in Athens, were three hundred and fixty 
ef thefe pxblic Places. @©®xgs. is the fame with 
tugs; in this Senfe owr Poet ufes it in another 
Place: . Pesos de o złipss suns, fly the open 
Houfles, oar fhady Piazges; hence Suxew fignifys to 

i orter: 
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loiter, -or goffip in any Place ; and hence Swxa, 
Xo he, and omas, become fy nonimous. ‘Dite- 
archus gives this Character of the Athenzans, a 
People, Tays he, much inclined to vain prating, 
a lurking, fycophantic, Crew, very inquifitive at- 
ter the Affairs of other People. ‘Thus much from 
Grevius. Thefe Places, in one Senfe, are not 
unlike the Touffrine, or Barbers-fho:s, of the 
Romans, where all the idle People ' affembled i 
which were once remarkable, and. are now in 
feveral Places, among us, for being the Rendez- 
vous of idle Folks. In this Senfe Erz/fus feems 
to take this Paflage; Fabrorum vitato Focos, Nu- 
Zafque calentes, Kc. This fame Cuftom of loi- 
tering, and goffiping, at a Barber’s Shop was no- 
torious too at Athens; as we may learn from 


the Plutus of Arifiophanes. 











Ov wa Sougs 


Ku mi acgos y nv, mh r Heanrta, mors 
Em mia xgupaoio awy RJANPEVWY. 





By Hercules, I would not believe zt, if 1t was 
the common T alk among the idle Fellows, int 


the Barbers-fbops. The laft Part of this Note, 
from Ariffophanes, by Mr. Theobata. 








‘A 








175 The Month all hurtful to the labring Kine, 
In part devoted to the God of Wine. 





that ever was in Poetry. l 
Northwind, the Effe& it has on the Land, Water, 


Woods, Man, and Beaft, is naturally, and beauty- 
fully, painted. The Incidents of the Sheep, and 
the Virgin, are ridiculed, by Mr. Addzfon, in his 
Effay on the Georgic, as mean and trivial. I muft 
beg Leave to diffent from that great Writer. The 
Reprefentation of their comfortable Condition {erves 
to enliven the Picture of the Diftrefs of the other 
Creatures, who are more expofed to the Incle- 
mency of the Weather. All this is carryed on 
with great Judgement; the Poet goes not out of 
the Country for Images; he tells us not of the 
Havock that is made in Towns by Storms. That 


of the Polypus is a very proper Circumftance, and 
not foreign to a rural Defcription. Valla and, 
Frifius differ in their Names ef this Month; one 
will have it to be December, and the other fa- 
nuary . be it either of which, it is plain from 
hence it was the Month in which the Greeks ce- 
lebrated th Feaft of Bacchus, Heston calls it 
Alwuwv; from one of the Names of that Deity. 














13, Now 
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202 Now does the bonele{s Polypus, in Rage, 
Feed on his Feet, bis Hunger to affwage. 


The Original, which I have tranflated Polypus, 
from the Example of every Lat:# Verfion, and 
Commentator, is ¢vésteos, which fignifyr: any Thing 
that is bonelefs. ‘The Scholiaft tell us, from 
Pliny Book 9, the Polypus in the fevere winter 
Seafons keeps in his Cave, and gfiaws his Feet, 


thro Hunger; and Tzetzes fays many of them 
have been found with maimed Fect. From thefe 
Accounts we may reafonably conclude what He- 


fiod calls ærósas to be the fame Fifh. 


14. 


215 A winter Garment now demands your Care. 

















Here is a Defcription of the old Gveeczax Ha- 
bit for Men, in Winter. The foft Tunic is an 
under Garment, the other a fort of a loofe Coat 


to wrap round the Body, which he informs you 
how to make. ‘The Warf is that Part of the 


Loom, when fet, which the Shuttle goes thro; 
the Woof is the Thread which comes from the 
Shuttle in weaving. To keep the Ne_k warm he 
advifes to throw the Skin of fome Bvaft crofs the 
Shoulders. The Coverixg for the Head was a 
thick Cap, which came quite over the Ears. From 
his ménttoning Nothing Ulin particular, we may 

Z 2. ima- 
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imagine the Shoes compleated the Drefs. Le Clerc, 
on this Place, merryly obferves, that the earneft 
Directions for making the winter Drefs favour very 
much of old Age in-the Poet: but I muft beg 
Leave to remark that fome Allowance 1s to be 
made for the bad Clime of his Country, of which 
we find himtelf giving a wretched Character. 


15. 
The Waters by the Winds convey d on high, Xc. 


Hence we may learn the Opinion of the An- 
tients concerning the Dew. Says Tzetzes, a Cloud 
contracted from humid Vapours extenuates into 
Wind: if the Vapours are thin they defcend in 
Dew; but if thick they condenfe, and fall in Rain. 

I fhall recommend to thofe who would inform 
themifelvyes better in the Nature of thefe Bodys, 
and how they act on each other, Dr. Woop- 
wa RDS Natural Hiflory of the Earth, in the 
third Part of which thefe Subjects are judicioufly 
treated of. 


16. 
The Ox’s Provender be ftinted now. 


The Ràton the Scholiaft gives for ftinting the 
Provender ¢f the Oxen, at this Time, is becaufe 
the Days are a the fhorteft; therefore they are not 
kept fo much to Labou , as infome other Parts of 
the Year, but they fltw moft cf their Timecaway ; 

and 
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and therefore are recruited by Reft. The Cafe is 
not the fame with the Husbandmen; their Labour 
is not Ieffened, and they require the more Food, 
the more rigorous the Weather. 











The feting of the Plezades is from the eighth of 
Oétober, to the eninth of December. ‘The winter 
Solftice continues ah hundred Days after; and, 
according to the Poet, 4réfurus rifes fixty Days 
after the winter Solftice. The Uie of pruning 
the Vines, at this Time, muft be to cut off the 
Leaves which fhade the Grapes from the Sun. 


10. 


255 Till with Complaints the Swallow breaks the 
‘Day. 





The Poct calls it TMavdStovis yeaS wr, alluding to 
the Story of Progne, and Philomela, the Daugh- 
ters of Pandion King of Arhens; the latter of 
which was marryed to Tereus King of Thrace, 
who was in Love with her Sifter Proge, whom 
he debauched, and afterwards cut’out ger Tongue. 
She was turned into a Swallc v. The Story is told 
at large by Ovzd, in 'fis Al tar-orphoyes, Book 6. 

19. FF bes 
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256 When with their Domes the flow pac’d Snails 
retreat, Xc. 


The Greek Word, which I have tranflated Snails, 
is Gepeosyes, which literally fignifys any Animal that 
carrys it Houfe about with it. The Poet here fays 
it is Tins; to begin the Harveft, when the Ground 
is fo exceffive hot that the Snail, or qegecixgs, can- 
not bear it. 





29 
269 The Grafshopper all Day continual fings. 


It is remarkable that Virgil, and other Latın 
Poets, generally ufe the Epithet rauca to Cicada; 
whereas the Greeks defcribe the Térh as a mu-' 
fical Creature, —— Tériigos emet mine Gépriesy adis. 


Theoc. Idyll. T 


Lou fing fweeter than a Grafshopper. 
Maxaeioper of, Tethé, 
On Kr piwy ew’ axpuy, 
“Oriya Sporov -rerrwnas, 


B LoAEeus On WS, a 40¢bSe Anacreon > 


Grafs- 








Book IL Worxs and Days. 199 
Grafshopper, we hail thee blefs a, 








We have a fuller Defcription of this Creattre in 
the Shield of HERCULES: 


The Seafon when the Grafshopper begun 

To welcome with his Song the fiummer Sun; 
With his black Wings he flys the melting “Day 
Beneath the Shade, his Seat a verdant Spray ; 


with the Morn exerts his Voice, 















The tender Dew his Drink, the Dew his Meat. 


I muft here take Notice that the Grafshopper, 
in the Original, 1s nyera athe, 

* The Greek Poets, agreeing thus we their 
Defcription of this Creature, give me Kreafon to 
believe the common Tranflation of thi Word in- 
to Cicada zs falfe. lWienry Stephen, and others, 
give us an Account of tlhe Cicada, and Achcta. 
the latter of which fay b y, is the Singer. * 

Lhe 











and thiol the Contents of fuch Extracts may ftand 
for R@au®ns. Hefiod, Anacreon, Theocritus, A- 
riftophanes, Xc. all concur to celebrate the Sweet- 
nefs of its Note: and the old Scholiaft upon 4- 
riftophbanes particularly acquaints us that the 4- 
thentans, of the moft early’ Times, wore- golden 
Grafshoppers in their Hair; becaufe being a mu-. 
fical Animal, it was facred to pollo, who was 
one of their tutelar Deitys. I can remember but. 
a fingle Paffage, that contains any thing fpoken in 
Derogation of the Melody of the Térlé, and that 
is from Simonides, as quoted by Atheneus. Tay 
cpeleot tithes. Lib. 15. C. 8. Cafaubon. renders 
it, Quam Cicade Modorum neftiæ, and tells us 
that the mths here ftand for bad Poets, or bad: 
Singers. The utmoft Talent, I think, of our 
Grafshoppers now known, is an acute, but. not 
over grateful, Chirping. 
























fEifan in particular, De Animal. inftances, 
among thé Preferences thet Nature gives to the 
male Sex it. Animals, thr finging of the male 
Grafshopper : ane. ia another Place, he feems 
to rank them with F ads; for all other Birds that 
are 





are vocal, fays he, exprefs their Sound, like Man, 
with the Mouth; but the Tone of the rérlýġ is 
by the Verberation of a little Membrane about the 


Loins. 


Ariftotle does not give us much Light upon 
the Queftion : he fays, meet Cwwy, Lib. 5, there 
are two Sorts of wéthoes, a larger, ané a imaller, 
Sort; that the large and vocal Species »ere called 
ayéret, but the {mall arhoone; and fubjoins, that 
no rhys are to be found, where no Trees are; 
a Point that wjll prefently fali under Confide 


ration. 








But we learn fomething farther from Æ tan, de 
Animal. Lib. 12. that thefe ztrlines were not only 
more vocal than what are now met with, but of 
a Size big enough to be fold for Food: that 
there was likewife a Sea-grafshopper, tf we are to 
call it fo, of the Bignefs of a {mall Crab, or Cray- 
fifh, which made fome Noife when ever it was 
taken. Jó. 13. ‘Thefe, indeed, were feldom made 
Ufe of for Food, by Reafon of a fingular Super- 
ftition: for the Serephians payed them fuch un- 
common Homage, as to bury, and weep over, any 
of them which dyed, becaufe they efteemcda them: 
facred to Perfeus thè Son of Jupiter. * But there 
is another Circumftanc:, afferted bya Number 
of Authors, in which tie tethogs: differed from, 
our Grafshoppers; e4d th t is, of their fiting an 
finging in Trecs. [t is «uent, ys Euffathins 


Aa Ly 














eo 


NOTES to the 


ad Iliad. 3, that the whos fing aloft; for a great 
Part of their Songs come from the Branehes of 
‘Trees, and not from the Ground. ‘This necefla- 
rily brings me to remember, fays he, that fym- 
bolical Threatning, which a certain Prince {fent to 
his Fnemys, that he would make their tethines fing 
on the Ground; meaning, that he would cut down 


Ari- 






















the flourifhing Pitchtree; and Leonidas, in ano- 
ther which immediately follows, gives an Epithet 
alluding to its nefting in the Oak, dpuoxoire 
TET liyi. 





And laftly, another Circumftance, in which the 
xithoxs alfo differed from our Grafshoppers, is, 
that our only hop and skip lightly, the other 
feem to have had a Power of flying like Birds. 

Elian, de Animal. Lib. 5, gives us more than 
a Sufficiot of this, or tells us a very ridiculous 
Story, if he did not beliew: it. He begins with 
informing us, that the mrhi.ss both of Rhegsum 
acd Locri, if they wee removed. out of their. 


o yn. Confines it.to the.otl er, be-ame entirely mute : 
a Change, 
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a Change, that Nature only could account for. He 
fubjoins to this, that as Rhegzum and Loori are íe- 
parated by a {mall River, tho the Diftance from 
Bank to Bank was not, at moft, above an Acre's 
Breadth, thefe aethaes never fly over [è hamra | 
to the oppofite Bank. Pau/fanias, (‘Hrixov 2,) 
(who gives us the Name of this River, .Caecznus,) 
puts a different Turn upon the Story o` ‘ 1¢cf* me- 
morable siris; that thofe on the Się- ot Locrz 








were as fhrill as any whatever; bus that none af 





thofe within the Territorys of Rheginm were ever 
vocal. So much for Grafshoppers; [ thought what 
is mentioned by our Poet, concerning the Sweet- 
nefs of their Voice, and their perching on Trees, 
might make this Note neceffary. 


i.e 
284 Byblian We. 


The Scholiaft tells us this Wine took its Name 
from a Country in Thrace abounding with fine 
Wines. Armenidas is of the fame Opinion; and 
Epicharmus fays it is fo called from the Byblian 
Hills. This is mentioned in the Catalogue of 
Wines which Péilimus gives us; viz. the Les- 
bian, Chian, Thafusn, Byblian, and Mendean. 
Theocritus, in his fourceenth Ldyllium, walls it the 
fine flavoured Bybiiar. Ie Clerc. 





A2a2 





22. Three 
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The Greeks never accuftomed 
drink their Wine unmixed. When ‘O/yffes parted 


from Calypfo Homer tells us, he took with 
him ose Afeffel of Wine, and another large one 


MENANDER fays; Tpes údams 
! three of Water ; and but one of 
. In the fourth Book 
of the illad we find Agamemnon complimenting 
Idomeneus in this Manner. 










Tho all the ref? with flaked Rules we bound, 


‘Unmix’d, unmeafur'd, are thy Goblets crown d. 
PoPEeE. 


2 2. 


292 Sweep up the Chaff. 


This at firft feems abfurd, to advife to fweep 
up the Chaff, after they had threfhed in a Place 
where the Wind blowed it away; but we are to 
take Not'ce, that the Time for threfhing is when 

a foft Gai> blows, fufficitnt only to feparate the 


Chaff from he Corn. 





24. Orion, 
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302 Orion, and the Dog, each other nigh, &c. 





As the Bufynefs of Agriculture is to be minded 
from the rifing and feting of the P/2sades; that 
of the Vintage is from the Appearance of Arc- 
turus; when it appears in the Evening the Vines 
are to be pruned, and when in the M'c.airg the 
Grapes are to. be gathered. This, accoruing to the 


Scholiaft, is fome Time after the nirth of Augu g 


25. 


312 Next in the Round, Xc. 











Here the Poet ends the Labours of the Year, fo 
far as relates to the Harveft and the Vintage; con- 
cluding with his firft Inftruction founded on the 
feting of the Plezades: For the Story of Ovzon, 
who was changed into a Conftellation, and the 
Pleiades, look on the Note to the firft Line of 


this Book. 











316 If oer your Mind prevails the Love of Gain. 


The Dire&tions for tue Managemena of the Vef- 
fels, to haul them on Shore, to block them rouz 


with Stones, to keep th m fteady to drain th 
Keel. 
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Keel, &c. and the particular Inftructions for the 


Voyage, fhew their Ships nct to have been very 
large, ner their Commerce very extenfive. The 
largeft Man of War, mentioned by Homer, in the 
Greecian Fleet carryed but one hundred and 
twenty Men 


27. 
332 So ome porr Father, Xc. 


See the Life. 


26. 


336 OEFolian Cuma. 


The OL olan Iles took their Name from O Eolus 
their King, who was a great Mathematician, for 


his Time, and skilled in marine Affairs; for which 
he was afterwards called God of the W inds. TZETz. 
It is not unlikely that fHefiod ufed this Epithet 
Ofolan to diftinguifh this City where his Father 


lived, from Cuma in Italy, famous for the Birth 
of the Sybil of that Name. 


29. 
339 Afcra’s Village. 


Afera is teountainoug ar! windy; where the 
that is »n the Mounta‘ns, often melts, and 


cyerflows the Countr”. Tzgetz. 








30. Once 
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Wor ks and Days. 
20. 


356 Ounce I have crofsd the Deer, and not before, 
Nor fince, &c. 


When we confider this pofitive Declaration of 
his Travels, which feems, as I obferved licfc.ec, as 
if he defigned to prevent Miftakes, and ttat sw@- 
otza and £ub@a are both Hlands, we canuot in the 
leaft difpute his being a 4wotzan born. 


si. 


365 A well eard Tripod. 


The Honour here payed to Poetry is very great; 
for we find the Tripod the Reward only of great 
and confiderable Actions. dgamemnon, ın the 
eighth Pook of the Had, {ceing the gallant and 
wonderful Exploits of Teucer, “promifes, if they 
take Troy, to give him a Tripod, as the Meed of 
his Valour: and, among other Things, the Tri- 
pod is offered to Achilles, to regain his Friend- 
fhip, when he had 1:ft the Field. * Pau fanias, 
Book 5, gives us at Account of the funeral 
Games in Honour to Pelias, viz. the Chariot- 
race, the idii- the T Hine. the boxing with 
the Coeftus, Xc. where Jaton, | Peleus, aud other 
Heros of the Age, contended, and the Vietor ïn 
each had a Tripod for, bis Peward. * Tripeds 


Were 
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were for various Ufes; fome were confecrated to 
the Service of Religion; fome ufed as Seats; fome 
as Tables; and fome as Ornaments; they were 
fupported on three Feet, with Handles to their 
Sides. See in the Theogony, and the View of 
the Works and Days. 


32. 


Wi hen, fom the Tropic of the Summer’s Sun, Xc. 
See Notes to Verfe 129, and 240. 


33: 


Neptune that fhakes the Earth, Xc. 





Neptune is called Earth-/haker, becaufe Water, 
according to the Opinion of the Anttents, is the 
Caufe of Earthquakes. Zzetz2. Here the Names 
of Jupiter, and Neptune, can be ufed with no 
other but a phyfical Meaning, that is, for the Atr, 
and the Sea; fo the End of Mariners are juitly 
fayed to'be in the Hands of Jupiter and Neptune. 


34. 


Whew wu have number’g thrice ten Years, Xc. 














The Realon the Spartans: Lawgiver gave for ad- 


vifing Men not tọ marry till fuch an Age, was 


becaufe the ChildrS should be ftrong and vigour- 
ous. 
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ous. Hefiod’s Advice, both for the Age of the 
Man and the Woman, {fd¢ems to be reafonably 
grounded. A Man at thirty is certainly as ftrong 
in his Underftanding as ever he can be; fo far at 
leaft as will ferve him to condué& his Family-. 
affairs. A Maid of fifteen comes frefh from the 
Care of her Parents, without any Tinéture of the 
Temper of another Man; a prudent Husband, 
therefore, may form her Mind according, tọ his 
own. For this Reafon he would have %.er a Vir- 
gin, knowing likewife that the Imprefflion a Wo- 
man receives from a firft Love is not eafẹly es4ted. 
How properly thefe Inftructions, together with the 
religious Precepts following, are a Part of the 
Work, I have confidered in the Vzew of this Poem. 


39- 


474 When the Libation of black Wine you bring, 
With Hands unclean, Xc. 






































Heétfor ufes almoft the fame Words in which 
this Precept is layed down; 


S 
AeEpar SY’ avinicetvy Lt rAaceay atSora otvoy 


Alona: Il. z.. 


I am afraid to pour the Libation of black Wine 
to Jove with unwapoed Hands. 


B b I quote 





I quote this, as I have other Paflages wtth the 


fame View, only to fhew that the fame Cuftom 
was’ hetd facred in the Time of the Trojan Wars, 


according to Homer, as in the Days of He/iod. 


26. 


Let not thofe Parts which ought to be conceal’d 





Be to the Sun, in any Att, reveat’d. 





This, and fome of the following Precepts, . are 


delivered in fuch inchaft Words, and‘ the Subje& 


1$ fo much beneath the Dignity of Poetry, ‘that 
it is difficult to tranflate them, and preferve the 
literal Senfe of the Original. I have took more Li- 
berty in thefe two Lines than in any other thro the 
Poem : neverthelefs I am fure I have preferved the 
Meaning of the Poet entire; for in this Tranflation 
is contained, in general, thofe Particulars injoined 
in the Original. This Inchaftity of Expreffion, in 
Cafes of this Nature, is not fo much to be attri- 
buted to the Author as a Fault, as to the Cuftoms 
and Manners of the Times in which he lived. In- 
ftances of the like are frequent in Homer, and the 
old Teftament. Some of the. Commentators, and 
fizetzes among the reft, woild perfuade us, that 
the Poet had a fecret Meantng in each of thefe 
Precepts, and they are mot to be took literally, 
but as 15 many Allegorys. In Anfwer to them, 
we may as well imagine all the Talmud, and Le- 
vitical Laws, to be tlhe fame. 





37. Nor 
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486 Nor feek to tafe her Beautys when you part 
From a fad Funeral. 


This doubtlefs is a Part of the Superftition of 
the Age, tho the Scholiaft would give us a phy-- 
fical Reafon for Abftinence at that Time; which 
is, left the Melancholy of the Mind fhor ia effect 
the Fruit of the Enjoyment. Indeed the next 
Lines feem to favour this Conjecture ; and perhaps 
the Poet endeavoured, while he was laying down 
a religious Precept, to ftrengthen it by Philofophy. 


305. 


524 Sacred the Fountains, and the Seas, effeem, Xc. 





‘Thefe Verfes are rejected by Plutarch, whofe 


Authority Proclus makes Ufe of, as not of our 
Poet. Le Clerc from Guzetus. 


39. 


528 Fame is an I,!. 








Virgil, in his Defct:ntion of Fame, had doubt- 
lefs an Eye on this of He/fod. 


The Ena of the Nctes to the fecond BOO K. 
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other; and what are propitious, and what 








not, for different Works; and concludes with a 
Short Recommendation of Religion and Morality. 
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Y OUR Servants to a juft Obfervance train 
Of Days, as Heav’n and human Rites ordain; 
Great Jove, with Wiidom, oer the Year prefides, 
Directs the Seafons, and the Moments guides. 
Of ev’ry Month, the moft propitious Day, 


The thirtyth choofe, your Labours to furvey ; 


And the due Wages to your Servants pay. 
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The firft of ev’ry Moon we facred deem, 
Alike the fourth throughout the Year efteem ; 
IO And in the feventh Apollo we adore, 
In which the golden God Latona bore; 
Tw 2Ba¥s fucceeding thefe extend your Cares, 
Uninterrupted, in your own Affairs ; 
Nor in the next two Days, but one, delay 
15 The Work in Hand, the Bus’nefs of the Day, 
Of which th’ eleventh we propitious hold 
To reap the Corn, the twelfth to fheer the Fold, 
And then behold, with her induftrious Train, 
The Ant, wife Reptile, gather in the Grain; 
20 Then you may fee, fufpended mi the AIL 


The careful Spider his Don:ain prepare, 
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And while the Artift fpins the Cobweb Dome 


The Matron chearful plys the Loom at Home. 


Forget not in the thirteenth to refrain 


From fowing, left your Work fhould*prove in vain, 25 


Tho then the Grain may find a barren Soil, 


A Day unlucky to the new born Farr, 
Alike unhappy to the marry d then; 45 
A Day propitious to the Eirth of Men: 


The fixth the fame both to the Man and Maid ; 

Then fecret Vows are made and Nymphs betray’d; 

The Fair by fcothing Words are Captives led; 

The Goffin’s Tale is told, DetraGhon {;fcad; 35 


C « The 


40 





45 





The Kid to caftrate, and the Ram, we hold 


Propitious now; alike to pen the Fold. 






Geld in the eighth, the Goat, and lowing Steer; 
Nor in the twelfth, to geld the Mule-colt fear. 
The Offspring Male born in the twenty'th prize, 


’Tis a great Day, he fhall be early wife. 
Happy the Man-child in the tenth Day born ; 
Happy the Virgin in the fourteenth Morn; 


Then train the Mule obedient to your Hand, 





And teach the fnarHing Cur his Lord’s Command ; 
Then make the bleating Flocks their Mafter know, 


And bend the horned Oxen to the Plow. 


What in the twenty-fourth you do beware; 





And the fourth Day requires an equal Care; 


Then, 
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Then, then, be circumfpect in all your Ways, 50 
Woes, complicated Woes, attend the Days. 

When, refolute to change a fingle Life, 


You wed, on the fourth Day lead home your Wife; 


But firft obferve the feather’d Race that fly, 





Remarking well the happy Augury. 55 





The fifths of ev’ry Month your Care require, 
Days full of Trouble, and Afflictions dire ; 
For then the Furys take their Round, ’us fay d, 


And heap their Vengeance on the perjur’'d Head. 


In the fev’nteenth prepare the level Floor, 60 





And then of Ceres threfh the facred Store; 
In the fame Day, and when the ‘Timber’s good, 
Fell, for the Bedpoft, aud the Ship, the Wood. 


C 2 The 








The Vesel, fuff’ring by the Sca and Air, 


65 Syrvey all o'er, and in the fourth repair. 
in the nincteenth ’tis better to delay, 


Till Afternoon, the Bus’ncfs of the Day. 


Uninterrupted in the ninth purfue 

The Work in Hand, a Day propitious thro; 
Themfelves the Planters profp’rous then employ ; 
To either Sex, in Birth, a Day of Joy. 


The twentyninth is beft, obferve the Rule, 





Known but to few, to yoke the Ox and Mule; 
Tis proper then to yoke the flying Steed ; 
75 But few, alas! thefe wholefome Truths can read ; 


Then you may ffil the Cask, nor fill in vain; 


Then draw the iwift Ship to the fable Main. 
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To picrce the Cask till the fourteenth delay, 
Of all moft facred next the twenty’th Day; 
After the twenty’th Day few of the reft 

We facred deem, of that the Morn is beft. 


Thefe are the Days of which th’ @bfervance can 
Bring great Advantage to the Race of Man; 


The reft unnam’d indsff’rent pafs away, 


And Nought important marks the vulgar Day : 
Some one commend, and fome another praife, 


But moft by Guefs, for few are wife in Days: 


Ofte cruel as a Stepmother we find, 





And one as an indulgent Mother kind. 
O! happy Mortal, happy he, and blefs’d, 
Whofe Wifdom here is by his Acts confefs’d ; 


Who 
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Who lives all blamelefs to immortal Eyes 





Who prudently confults the Augurys, 
Nor by Trahfgreffion, works his Neighbour Pain, 


95 Nor eyer gives him Reafon to complain. 





The End of the third BOOK. 








N O T E S 


TO THE 


WORKS and DAYS. 


BOOK II 











TO THE 


WORKS and DAYS: 











{1f. 





l. 


tH E Precepts layed down in this Book, con- 
cerning the Difference of Days, from the 
Motion of the Moon, feem to be founded 
partly on Nature, and partly on the Qnuper- 
{tition of the Times in which they were wrote. 
The whole is but a Sort of an Almanack in Verfe ; 
and affords little Room for Poetry. Our Author, 
Dd I think, 








I think, has jumbled his Days too negligently to- 
gether; which Confufien Jalla, in his ‘Fraflation, 
has prevented, by ranging the Days in proper Suc- 
ceflion; a Liberty I was fearful to take, as a Tran- 
flator, becaufe almoft every Line muft have been 
tfanfpofed from the original Difpofition: I° have 
therefore, at the End of the Notes, drawn a Fable: 
of Days, in their fuccefflive Order. 


s 


2 Tour Servants to a jufl Obfervance train 


Of Days.. 


That is, teach them how to diftinguifh lucky Days- 
from other. It was cuftomary, among the Romans, 
to hang up Tables wherein the fortunate and unfor— 


tunate Days were marked, as appears from Petro- 
nius, Chap.. 30. Le Clerc. 


3. 


Great Jove, with Wifdom, oer the Lear prefides. 











Jove may be fayed to perfide over the Year na- 
turally from the Motion of the celeftial Bodys in 
the Heavens; or religioufly from his divine Admi- 
niftration. It may not be improper here to obferve 
that our Poet, in his Y4eogozy, makes the Hours. 
the Daughters of Jove - but of them more in their 
proper Place.. 








iit 
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4. 


in the fevu'nth Apollo we adore. 
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1O 





Tzetzes endeavours to account for <4pol/o being 
born in the feventh Day by Arguments from Na- 
turc, making him the fame with the Sun; which 
Error Valla has run into in his Tranflation. The 





of their imaginary Gods. He tells us alfo the * ít, 
fourth, and twentyeth, of every Month are holy 
Days; but he gives us no Reafon for their being fo. 
If a Conjecture may be allowed, 1 think it not un- 
likely but the firft may be the Feaft of the new 







Moon; which Day was always held facred by the 
Jews, in which the People ceafed from Bufynefs. 
When wilt the new Moon b2 gone, that we may 
fell-Corx. Amos Chap. 8. Ver. 6: but Le 
Clerc will not allow te29v aygp here to be a Feni- 
val: yet the fame Critic tells us, from Dionyfius 


Petavins, the Orientals, as well as the mpft an- 
tient Greeks, went by the lunar Month, which they 


clofed with the thirtyeth Day. 








as © g, — oe 








behold with her induftrious Train, 
The Ant, wife Reptile, gather inthe Grain., 





18 


The Poet here makes the Ant, and the Spider, 
and indeed Tzetzes is of 






Pdiny, the Ants canis eiie all the Time 
of the Full of the Moon, and ceafe at the Change.. 


6. 


24 Forget mot in the thirteenth to refrain 








From fowing. 





Melanéthon and frifaus tell us it is wrong to 
fow at this Time of the lunar Month, becaufe of 
the exceflive Mor1fture, which is hurtin to the 


Corn-feed, and advantagious to Plants juft planted. 


T- 
54 Obfèerve`thbe aiiis Race that fiy. 








I tranflate it, the featherd Race that fiy, to 
diftinguith what Kind of Augury the Poet means. 


I Bet zes 
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Tzetzes tells us, two Crows, the Halcyon or King- 
fifher, the dark coloured Hern, a fingle Turtle, 
and a Swallow, ĉc. are inaufpicious; the Peacock, 
and fuch Birds as do no Mifchief, aufpicious. I 
fuppofe he does not place the Turtle as one of the 


mifchievous Kind, but would have the Misfortune 
be in {ceing but one. 








O. 


Bo In the fev’ nteentbh prepare the level Floor, 
And then of Ceres threfb the facred Store. 














He advifes to threfh the Corn at the Time of tke 
Full of the Moon, becaufe the Air is dryer than at 
other Times; and the Corn that is facked, or put 
up in Veffels, while dry, will keep the longer, but 
if the Grain is moift it will foon grow mouldy and 


ufelefs. 








In the preceding Book the Poet tells us the 
proper Month to fell Wood in, and in this the pro- 


per Day of the Month. Melanéthon and Frifius. 





9. Whe 
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9. 


91 Iho lives all blamelefs to immortal Eyes. 





It is worth obferving that the Poet begins and 
ends his Poem with Piety towards the Gods; the 
only Way to make ourfelves acceptable to whom, 
fays he, is by adhering to Religion, and, to ute 
the Phrafe of Scripture, by efchewing Evil. 
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I O. 


OBSERVATIONS 





-~On the antient 


G RE E-K Month. 





Believe it will be neceffary, for the better un- 
derftanding the following Table, to fet in a 
clear Light the antient Greek Month, as we 
may reafonably conclude it ftood in the Days of 
Hefiod, confining ourfelves to the laft Book of his 


Works and ‘Days. 





I 


The Poet makes the Month contain thirty Days, . 
which thirty Day he divides into three Parts : the 
firit he cails Ist ar V8, OT i G Ue Pe ANV ee in the Pecmlive 
Cafe, becaufe ot iome other Word which is com- 

monly 





ry 






monly joined requiring it to 5 
Root of which, ius or iw, fignifys I ereét, 
I fet up, I fettle, &c. and Henry Stephens 
interprets the Words impers pnns ineunte Menfe, 
the Eutrance of the Month, in which Senfe 
the Poet ufes them; which Entrance is thé firft 
Decade, or firft ten Days. The fecond he calls 
vectvas, Which is from peoow, I am in the miaft, 
meaning the middle Decade of the Month. The 
third Part he calls çhivcvms, from Ẹ5ivw, which is- 
from qbiw, or ghew, I waffe away, meaning the 
Decline, or laft Decade, of the Month. Sometimes 
tħefe Words are ufed in the nominative Cafe. 





Before I leave thefe Remarks I fhall fhew the 
Manner of Expreffion, of öne Day, in each Decade, 
froin the laft Book of our Poet, which will give 


a clear Idea of all. 


°Exln 3° À meom WGA acdppogss Est umiar. 








Keep in your Mind to fhun the fourth of the 
Entrance, and End, of the Month. ‘That is the 
feurth of the Entrance, or firft Decade, and the 
fourth of the End, or laft Decade. 





It is proper to obferve that thofe Days which 
are Blanks, are, by our Poet, called indifferent 
Days, Days of no Importance, either good or bad. 
It is likewife remarkable, that he makes fome 
Days both holy Days and working Days; as the 
fourth, fourteenth, and twentyeth: but, to clear 
this, Le Clerc tells us, from our learned Countsy- 
man Selden, that iseor USP, tho literally a holy 
Day, does not always fignify a Feftival, but often 
a Day propitious to us in our Undertakings. 
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NOTES to the 











A. 


I A B L E 
Of the antient 
G REEK Month, 


As in the laft Boox of the 
Worxs and Days of Hefiod. 





DECADE L 
rı. Day of Decade I. Holy Day. 


Ze 


Ja 
4. Holy Day. Propitious for Marriage; and 
for repairing Ships. A Day of Troubles. 
5. In 
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g. In which the Furys take their Round. 


6. Unhappy for the Birth of Women. Propi- 

= tious for the Birth of Men; for gelding the 
Kid, and the Ram; and for pening the 
SHEED: . 


7. The Birthday of pollo. A koly Day. 


8: Geld the Goat, and the Steer. 


9. Propitious quite thro. Happy for the Birth 
of both Sexes. A Day to plant in. 


10. Propitious to the Birth of Men. 





DEC A DE IL 


rı. Day of Decade II. or 11th of the Month. 
To reap. 


2. For Women to ply the Loom; for the Men 
to fheer. the Sheep, and: geld the Mule. 


3. A Day to. plant in, and not to fow. 


4: Propitious for the Birth of Women. Break 
the Mule, and the Ox. ‘Teach your Dog, 


and your Sheep, to know you. Pierce the 
Cask, .A- holy Day. 





5. 

6. A Day unlucky for the Marriage, and Birth, 
of Women. Propitious for the Birth of 
Men; and to plant. 

7. Threfh the Corn, and fell the Wood. 

©. 


Ees 9. Luckyeg 





9. Luckyeft in the Afternoon. 


10. Happy for the Birth of Men. Moft pro- 
pitious in the Morning. A holy Day. 


DECADE II. 
1. Day of Decade IIL. or x1ft of the Month,. 


2. 











P 
4 
5. 











6. 
Fe. 
8. 
9. Yoke the Ox, the Mule, and the Horft.. 


Fill the Veffels. Launch the Ship. 


10. Look over the Bufynefs of the whole. 
Month ; and pay the Servants their Wages. 








Thofe Days which are called holy Days in fhe 
Table, are, in the Original, icep Fugp. 























Or THE 


WORKS and DAYS. 








TOW we have gone thro the Works and Se&. z: 
. Days, it may poffibly contribute, in fome ee “tiie 
Degree, to the Profit and Delight of the aids 

Reader to take a View of the Poem as we have 
it delivered down to us. I {hall frt canfider it 
as an anti nt Piece, and, in that Light, erter into 
th: Merit and Efteem it reafonably obtained among 
the Aatients: the Authors who have been lavyifh. 
in 











in their Commendations of it are many; the great- 
eit of the Roman Writers in Frefe, Czeero, has 
more than once expreficd his Admiration for the 
Syftem of Morality contained in it; and the De- 
feicuice the greateQ Latin Poet has payed to it 
I {hall fhew ir my Comparifon of the Works and 
Days with the Latın Georgic: nor is the Enco- 
mium payed by Ovzd, to our Poet, to be pafled 
over. 


Vivet © Afcreus, dum Mufizs Uva Lume bit ; 


“Dum cadet incurvaé Falce refectta Ceres: 








While fwelling Clufters fhall the Vintage ftain, } 
And Ceres with rich Crops fhall blefs the Plain, i 
th Aferæag Bard fhall in his Verfe remain. | 








that Poet. His Syftem. of Morality is calculated 
fo perfectly for the Good of Society, that there 
is fcarcely any Precept omited that could be pro- 
perły thought of on that Occafion. There is not 
one of. the ten Commandments of Mofes, which 
relates to our moral Duty to each other, that 1s 
mot ftrongly recommended by our Poet; nor is it 
engagh, he thinks, to be obfervant of what the 
Civil Government would oblige you to, but, to 
prove yourfelf a good Man, you mwft have fuch 
Virtues as no human Laws require of you; as 
thofe of Temperance, Generofity, €c. thefe Rules 
are layed down in a moft proper Manner to cap-- 
tivate the Reader; here the Beautys of Poetry and | 
the Force of Reafon combine to make him in Love 
with Morality. The Poet tells us what Eiect we 
are reafonably to expect from fuch Virtues and 
Vices as he mentions; which Doctrines are not: 
always to be took in a pofitive Senfz: if we 
fhould fay a Continuance of Intemperance in 
drinking, and in our Commerce with Women, 




















tion may wanton thro an Age of Pleafure, and fo 
be an Acception to this Rule, yet not cont. adıêt 
the moral Truth of it. Archbifhop 7zélotfon has 
judicioufly told us in what Senfe we arg,to take 
ali Do€trines of Morality; JRISTOTY.£, fays 
that great Divine, obferved, long fince, that mo- 


ral and proverbial S2yings are underflood to be 
OoOo l true 











true generally, and fcr the moft Part, and that 
zs all the Truth is to’ be expected in them; as 
when SOLOMON fays, train up a Child in 
the Way «herein he fhall go, and when he is 
OL be will not eepart from it. This is nof to 
be taken, ad & no Child that is pioufly educated 
did ever miftarry afterwards, but that the grod 
-iducation of Children is the befi Hay to make 
good Mien. 


The fecond Book, which comes next under our 
View, will appear with more Dignity when we 
confider in what Efteem the Art of Agriculture 
was held in thofe Days in which ft was wrote: the 
Georgic did not then congern the ordinary and 
midling Sort of People only, but our Poet wrote 
for the Inftruction of Princes likewufe, who thought 
it no Difgrace to till the Ground they perhaps 
had conquered. Fromer makes Laertes not only 
plant but dung his own Lands; the beft Em- 
ployment he could find for his Health, and Con- 
folation, in the Abfence of his‘Son. ‘The latter 
Part of this Book, together with all the third, tho 
too mean Poetry, are not unjuftyfyable in bur 
Author. Had he made thofe religious and fu- 
perftitious Precepts one entire Subject of Verfe it 
would have been a ridiculous Fancy, but, as they 
are only a Part, and the imalleft Part, of a regular 
Poem, they are introduced with a laudable Intent 
After the Poet had laved down proper Rules for 
Morality, Husbandry, Navigation, and the Vin- 


taze, 





© 
Wor  ks.and Days. 


tage, he knew Religion towards the Gods, and æ' 
due Obfervance of what was held. facred in his 

Age, were yet wanted to compleat the Work. 

Thefe were Subjects, he was fenfible, incapable 

of the Embellifhments of Pocu,y: but ee they 

were neceffary to his Purpofe he would not omit 

them. Poetry was not then defigned as the empty 

Amaifement only of an idle Hour, confifting cf 
wanton Thoughts, or long and tedious Defcrip- 

tions of Nothing, but, by the Force of Harmony 

and good Senfe, to purge the Mind of its Dregs, 

to give it a great and virtuous Turn of think- 

ing: in fhort, Verfe was then but the Eure to 
what was ufeful; which indeed has been, and ever 

will be, the End purfued by all good Poets: with 

this View Hefiod feems to have wrote, and muft 

be allowed, by all true Judges, to have wonder= 
fully fueceeded in the Age tm. which he. rofe. 





24.1 




















This Advantage more arifés to us from the 
Writings. of fo old an Author; we are pleafed 
with thofe Monuments of Antiquity, fuch Parts of 
the antient Greeczan Hiftory, aswe find in them. 





I fhall now. endeavour to fhew how far Virgz/ Se&. 4: 
A Compa- 


may properly be fayed to imitatc our Poet, in 7 ge a 
his Georgic, and to point out {fome of thafe Paf- twixtHe- 
fages in which he has either paraphrafed, or li- fiod and 
terally tranflated, from the Works and Days. It kd 
is plain he was a fincere Admirer of our Poet, ` 
and of this Poem in particular, of which ‘he twice 

Ff makes 









A VIEW of the 


makes honourable Mention, and where it could be 
only to, expreis the Veneration he bore to the 
‘The firt is in his third Paftoral. 












Defcripfit, Radio, totum qui Gentibus Orbem ¢ 


Tempora qua Meffor, que curvus Arator, habereg? 


Two Figures on the Sides emboís d appear, | 


Conon ; and what’s his Name who made the Sphere, > 


And fhew’d the Seafons of the fliding Year? | 
‘Dryden. 


Notwithftanding the Commentators have all dif- 
puted whom this Interrogation fhould mean, I am 
convinced, that rgd had none but Hefod in his 
Eye. In the next Paflage I propofed to quote, 
the greateft Honour that was ever payed by one 
Poet to another is payed to our. Vurgz/, in his 
fixth Paftoral, makes Sz/euus, among other Things, 
relate how Galius was conducted by a Mute to 
Helicon, where Apollo and all the Mufes arofé to 

wellcome him; and Lzvus, approaching him, ad- 
dreffed him in this Manner: 


hos tibz dant Calamos, en, accipe, Mufea, 








Afcreo guos anté Seni; guzbus ille folebat 
Cantando rigidas deducere Montibus Ornos. 


Receive 





Works and Days. 
Receive this Prefent by the Mufcs made, 
The Pipe on which th’ 4/¢rean. Paftor play’d; 





And cald the Mountain Afhes to-flie Plain. 
Dryden. 


The greatet Compliment Vzrgić. thought he 
could pay his Friend and Patron,” Gallus, was, 
after all that pompous Introduction to the Choir 
of Apollo, to make the Mufes prefent him, from 
the Hands of Linus, with the Pipe, or Ca/amos, 
Afèræo quos ante Sent, which they had formerly 
prefented to Hefiod; which Part of the Compli- 
ment to our Poet “Dryden has omited in his 


Tranflation. 





To return to the Georgic.: Virgil can be fayed 
to imitate Hefiod in his firft and fecond Books 
only; in the firft is {carcely any Thing re- 
lative to the Georgie itfelf the Hint of which is 
not took from the Works and ‘Days; nay more, 
in fome Places whole Lines are paraphrafed, and- 
fome literally tranflated. It muft indeed be ac- 
knowledged, that the Latin Poet has fometimes 
explained, in his Tranflation, what was difficult in 
the Greek; as where our Poet gives Direétions for 
two Plows: 


F f 2 Ao 











by Avwowoy he means that which grows natu- 
a into the 6hape of a Plow, and by axloy 
that made by Art. Virgil, in his Advice to have 
two Plows always at Hand, has this Explanation 
of Auto qwor : 


Continuo ine Sylvuis magna Vi flexa domatur 


In Burim, cy curvi Formam accipit ‘Olmus Aratri. 
Georg. I. 


Young Elms, with early Force, in Copfes bow, 


‘Fit for the Figure of the crooked Plow. 
‘Dryden, 


Thus we find him imitating the Greek Poet in 
the moft minute Precepts. Y/e/rod gives Direétions 
for the making a Plow; J/zrgzf does the fame. 
Even that which has been the Subje& of Ridi- 
cule to many of the Critics, viz. plow and fow 
naked, is tranflated in the Georgic; wudus ara, 
sere nudus. Before I proceed any farther, I fhall 
endeavour to -obviate the Objection which has 
been frequently made againft this Precept. He- 
fiod means to infinuate, that plowing and fowing 
.are Labours which require much Induftry, and 
Application; and he had doubtlefs this phyfical 


Reafon for his Advice, that where fuch Toil is 
TC- 


























required it is unhealthful, as well as impoffible, 
to go hro with the fame Quantity of Cloaths as 
in Works of lefs Fatigue. Virgi} doubtlefs faw 
this Reafon, or one of equal Force, in this Rule, 
or he would not have tranfJxted it. In fhort, we 
may find him a ftri& Follower of our Poet in 
moft of the Precepts of Husbandry 'in the Works 
and Days. I fhall give but one Inftance more, 
and that in his fuperftitious Obfervance of Days: 








quintum fuge; pallidus Orcus, 
Eumenidefque fate: Xc. 


the fifths be fure to fhun, 
That gave the Furys, and pale Puto, Birth. 


we 





Dryden. 


If the Judgement I have paffed from the Verfes 
of Manilius, and the fecond Book of the Georgic, 
in my Difcourfe on the Writings of Arsiopn, 
be allowed to have any Force, /zrgzt has doubt- 
lefs been as much obliged to our Poet in the 
fecond Book of his Georgic, as in the firft: nor 
has he imitated him in his Precepts only, but in 
{ome of his fineft Defcriptions, as in the fir& Book, 


defcribing the Effects of a Storms: 








ail 








—— 919, maxima, Motu, 








- Terræ tremit; fugere Fera, e. 

and a little lower in the fame Defcription : 

Nunc Nemora, ingenti Vento, nauc Litora 
plangunt : 


which is almoft literal from Hefiod, on the Powr 
of the Northwind : 








_— ee, 


Le LUXE 5 Mole My VAN. Xc. 


Loud groans the Earth, and all the Forefts roar. 


I cannot leave this Head, without Injuftice to the 
Roman Poet, before I take Notice of the Manner 
in which he ufes that fuperftitious Precept Méu- 
mas Ò tartaSat, Oc. what in the Greek is lan- 
guid, is by him made brilliant : 








—— quintum fuge; pallidus Orcus, 
Eumenidefq, fate: tum Partu, Terra, nefando, 
Caeumqg, Japetumg, creat, fevumg, Typheum, 
Et conjuratos Celum refcindere Fratres : 

Ter funt conati imponere Pelio Offam 

Scilicet, atg, Offe frondofum involvere Olympum : 
Ter Pater exftrudtos disjecit Fulmine Montes. 
the 









Works and Days. 


the fifths be fure to fhun, 











That gave the Furys, and pale Puto, Birth; 
And armd riii the Skys the Sons of Earth: 





Tø fcale the fteepy Battlements of Jove; 


And thrice his Light’ning, and red Thunder, 
play d, 


And their demolifh’d Works in Ruin lay’d. 
Dryden. 





As I have fhewed where the Roman has followed 
the Greek, I may be thought partial to my Au- 
thor, if I do not fhew in what he has excelled 
him: and firt, he has contributed to the Ge- 
orgic moft of the Subjects ın his two laft Books; 
as, in the third, the Management of Horfes, Dogs, 
Sc. and, in the fourth, the Management of the 
Bees. Eis Stile, thro the whole, is more poeti- 
cal, more abounding with Epithets, which are of- 
ten of themfelves moft beautyful Metaphors. His 
Invocation on the Deitys concerned in rural Af- 
fairs, his Addrefs to Auguftus, his Account of the 
Prodigys before the Death of fulius Cefar, in 
the firft Book, his Praife of a Country Life, at 
the End of the fecond, and the Force of Love 


in Beafts, in the third, are what were never excel- 
led, 




















never been wrote. This leads me into an Exa- 


mination of Part of Mr. Appison's Effay on 
the Geoxrcic: in which that great Writer, 


in {fome Places, feems to fpeak fo much at Ven- 
ture, that I am afraid he. did not remember 





ae beautyful “Defcriptions and Images which 
are the Spirit and Life of Poetry. Wow lovely 
is the flourifhing State of the Land of the Juft 
there defcribed, the Encreafe of his Flocks, and 
his own Progeny! The Reafon he brings, in the 
fame Period, againft Rules of Morality in Verfe, 
is to me a Reafon for them; for, 1f our Tem- 
pers are naturally fo corrupt to make us averfe 

CO 





F) ’ 


Worx«ks and Days. 


to them, we ought to try all the Ways we can 
to recancile them, and Werfe among the reft; in 
which, as I have obferyed before, our Poet has 
wonderfully fucceeded. 


The fame Author, fpeaking of efod, fays, 
the Precepts he has given us are’ fown fo very 
thick, that they clog the Foem too much. ‘The 
Poet, to prevent this, quite thro his Works and 
Days, has ftayed fo fhort a While on every 
Head, that it is impoffible to grow tirefome in 
either; the Divifion of the Work f have given at 
the Beginning of this Vzew ; therefore, fhall not 
repeat it. Agriculture is but one Subje&, in many, 
of the Work, and the Reader is there relieved 
with feveral rural Defcriptions, as of the North- 
wind, Autumn, the country Repaft in the Shades, 
€Sc. The Rules for Navigation are difpatched with 
the utmoft Brevity, in which the Digreflion con- 
cerning his Victory at the funeral Games of Am- 
phidamas is natural, and gives a Grace to the 
Poem. 
























“I {hall mention but one Overfight more which 
Mr. Addtfon has made, in his Elay, and con- 


clude this Head: when he condemned that Cir- 
cumftance of the Virgin being at home in the 
winter Seafon free from the Imclemercy of the 
Weather, I believe he had forgot that his own 
®uthor had ufed almoft the fame Image, and on 


almoft the fame Occafion, tho in other Words: 
Gg Nec 

















cA VIEW of the 


Nec noturna quidem carpentes Penfa Puelle 


Nefcivere Lyemem, Xc. 
Georg. I. 


The Difference of the Manner in which the two 
Poets ufe the Image is this. Hefiod makes her 
with her Mother at home, either bathing, or do- 
ing what moft pleafes her ; and Virgil fays, as 
the young Women are plying their. evening 
Tasks, they are fenfible of the winter Seafon, 
from the Oil Sparkling in the Lamp, and the 
S71 off me How properlysit is introduced 


by our Poet I have fhewed in my Note to the 
Pafiage.. 











The only Apology I can make for the Liberty 
T haye: took with the Writings of fo fine an Au- 
thor as Mr. Addifon is, that I thought it a Part 
of my Duty to our Poet, to endeavour to free 
the Reader from fuch Errors as he might poffibly 
imbibe, when delivered’ under the Sanétion of fo 
great a Name. 


I muft not end this View without fome Ob- 
fervations on the fourth Eclogue of Virgil, fince 
Probus, Grevius, Fabricius, and other Men of 
W,. great Learning, have thought fit to apply, what 
has there cen generally fayed to allude to the 
Cuman Sybil, to our Poet: 


‘OF 





This Line, fay they, has an Allufion to the golden 
Age of Hefiod; Virgil therefore is fuppofied to 
fay, the laft Age of the Cumean Poet now up-. 
proaches. By laft he means the moit remote from 
his Time; which Fabricius explains by ant7guzf- 
fima, and quotes an Exprefiion froin Cornelzus 
Severus in which he ufes the Word in the fame 
Senfe, ultima Certamina for antiguiffima Certa- 
mina. “Lhe only Method by which we can add 
any Weight tq this Reading is by comparing the 
Eclogue of Virgi? with fome fimilar Pafflages in 
Hefiod. ‘To begin, let us therefore read the Line 


before quoted with the two following: 














“Ultima Cumæi venit jam Carminis ÆEtas 3; 


Magnus ab integro Sæclorum nafiitur Ordo; 


Jam redit © Virgo, redeunt Saturnia Regna. 


which will bear this Paraphrafe. The remoteft 
lige mentioned in the Verfe of the Cumean Po- 
et now approaches, the great Order, or Round, 
of Ages, as deftribed in the fayed Poet, re- 
volves; now returns the Virgin JUSTICE, 
which, in his iron Age, bhestells us, left the 
Earth, and now the Reign of SATURN, which 
us defcribed in his golden Age, is come again. IF 


“we turn to the golden, and iron, Ages, in the 
Gg2 ~ Works 











Works and Days, we fhall find this Allufion very 


natural. 


Let us proceed in our Conneétion, and Com- 
parifon, of the Verfes. Vzrgzl goes on in his Com- 
pliment to Pef//zo on his new born Son: 


Ille Deum Vitam accipiet. 


He fhall receive, or lead, the Life of Gods; as 
the fame Poet tells us they did in the Reign 


of SATURN. 





ee d a 


a ert 








Noogiy a TEP TE MWOVWY. 


They lived like Gods; and entirely without La- 
bour. 


——— e feret omnia Tellus; 





Non Raftros patietur Humus, non Vinea Falkcem: 


Robufius quog, jam Tauris Fuga folvet Arator. 


The Earth fhall bear all Things; there shall be 
no Occafion for Inftruments of Husbandry, to 


rake the Ground, or prune the Vine; the fiurdy 
P lou 








Plowman Sball unyoke his Oxen, and live in Eafe; 
as they did in the Reign of Sakura, as we are 
told by the fame Cumean Poet. 





‘The fertile Earth bore its Fruit {pontaneoufly, 
and in Abundance. 





Here we fee» feveral natural Allufions to our 
Poet, whence it is not unreafonable, for fuch as 
miftake the Country of Hefiod, to imagine, thet 


all Vergzt would fay to compliment ‘Pollzo, 
on the Birth of his Son, is, that now fuch a Son 


is born, the golden Age, as defcribed by Hefod, 
fhail return ; ; and granting the Word Cume@z to 
carry this Senfe with it, there 1s Nothing of a 
Prophecy mentioned, or ‘hinted at, 1n the whole 
Eclogue, any more than Virgil's own, by poctical 


Licente. 


This great Objection to their Interpretation of 


Cumez fill remains, which cannot very cafyly be 
conquered, that Cuma was not the Country of 


Hefiod, as I have proved in my Difcourfe on 
the Life of our Poet, beat of his Father; and, 


what will be a ftrong Argument azainft it, all 
tke antient Poets, who have ufed an Epithet 


taken from his Country, haye chofe that of 


Af- 
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A VIEW of the, &. 


Afcreus. 





Ovip, who mentions him as often as 
any Poet, never ufes any other; and, what ts the 
moft remarkable, Virgil himfelf makes Ufe of it in 
every Paflage in which he names him; and thofe 
Monuments of him, exhibited by Ur fi nus’ and 
Boiffard, haye this Infcription ; 














4fcreean Hesiop, the Son of Dios. 

















TO THE 


WORKS and DAYS. 





A. 


HE Æquinox, vernal, and autumn. Book II. Note ro, 
- Ages, Book I. Verte 148. 
The Golden Age. Book I. Verfe 150.. 
The Silver Age. Book I. Verfe 174. 


The Brafen Age. Book I. Verfe 194, Note 2g. 
The Age of Heros. Book i. Verfe 210. Note 26. 
The Iron Age. Book I. Verfe 226. 
The Ant. Bouk III. Verfe 18. Note 5. 

aifcra,-Book II, Verfe 339. Note 29, and 30. 
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cAn INDEX to the 





256 
Augury. Book III. Verfe 54. Note 7. 
Autumn,: a fhort Defcriprion. Book II. Verfle e8. 





L. 


Chaftity in Love, and Inĝucements to it. Book I. Verfe 


496. 
The Crane, and Signs from her. Book II. Verfe 92. 


Note 7. 
D. 


Days, lucky and unlucky. All Book III. Note 2, 4, 6, 
8; and the Table of the antieft Greek Month in 


Note 10. 
Dew. Book II. Verfe 233. Note rs. 


Aru, &c A Criticifm on the Paflage. Book I. Note 
36. 
E. 
"Ex MEAL, Cre. 


Note 23. 
Emulation and Envy. Book I. Verfe 23. Note 4. 





A Criticifm on the Paflage. Book I. 





F. 


Fame. Book II. Verfe 526. 
Feat: a fhort rural Defcription. Book 2. Verfe 276. 
Forgess where the idle People met. Book II. Verfe 164, 


Note fi. 
¥Friendfhip. Book II. Verfe 443. 





G. The 





The Gralshopper. Book II. Verfe 268. Note 20. 
H. 


The Habit of the antient Greeks. Book LI. Verfe 215. 








Helicon and Pieria: the Diftinétion. BooK I. Note 2. 
I. 


Induftry: the Effeéts of it. Book I. Verfe 396, and 


478. 
Fove; his Powr. Book I. Verfe 1, and 342. 


The Ifles of the Bleffed. Beok I. Verfe 218. Note 27. 


Judges, corrupt. Book I. Verfe 45, and 282. Note 8. 
Incorrupt, and the Confequences attending them. Book I, 
Verfe 290, 


Juftice. Book I. Verfe 328, and 362. 

L 

Liberality. Book I. Verfe 448, 472, and 488. Note 43» 
M. 


Marriage. Book II. Verfe 417, and 482. Note 34, and 


37: 
The antient Greek Month: Obfervations on it, and a 


Table of it. Book III. Note 1o. 
A Mortar. Book II. Verfe 60. Note 5. 


H h 





























N. The 





250 





An 





The Navigation of the antient Greeks. Book II. From 
Verle 316 to 416. Note 26. 


Neighbours. Book I. Verfe 452. 
The North-wind. A Defcription. Book II. Verfe 177. 


O. 


Offerings to the Gods. Book I. Verfe 436. Note 42. 
Book Il. Verfe 474. Note 35. 


Orion. Book II. Verfe 302. His Fable. Note ır. 


P. 


The Fable of Pandora. Book I. Verfe 63. An Explanation 


of it. Note 10, 11, 12, 15, 16, 17, and 18. 


The Plezades. Book Il. Verfe 1. Note 1, and 2. 
Plow. Book II. Verfe 62. The Aupas and mnxloy. 


Verfe 746. Note 6. The View of the Works and Days. 
Sect. 4. 


Pluto. Book II. Verfe 114. A Criticifm on the Paflage, 
Note 8. : 


The Polypus. Book II. Verfe 203. Note 13. 
Proverbial Sayings ; what Conftruétion to be made of 

them. The View of the Works and Days. Seét. 2. 
When to prune the Vines. Book II. Verfe 250. 





























R. 


The Righteous ; their Felicity. Book I. Verfe 296, 364, 
and 371. 





The 








The Rudder; the Senfe in which the Word is ufed 
Book I. Verfe 67. Note ¢. 


S. 


Sloth; the Effects of it. Book I. Werfe 392. 
The Solftice, winter, and fummer. Book II. Note 10 


and 17. 
Spirits, aerial; Obfervers of human Aétions. Book I, 
Verfe 164, 286, and 318. Note 21. | 
Superftitious Precepts. Book II. From Vérfe 480 to 255+ 


T. 


For threfhing the Corn the Seafon. Book 2. Verfe 286= 
Tools of Husbandry. Book II. Verfe 60. Note 5, and 6,. 


Tripod. Book II. Verfe 365. Note 31. 
The Tropic, or Solftice, winter, and fummer. Book II. 


Note 10, and 17. 














V. 


The Vintage. Book 2. Verfe 302. 
Virgil, his fourth Eclogue examined, and compared with 


Hefiod. The View of the Works and Days. Sect. 5. 
Mr. Addifon’s Eflay on the Georgic examined. Sect 4. 
A Comparifon betwixt the Works and Days of Hefiod, 
and the Georgic of Virgil. Seét: 4. 

Virtue. Book }. Verfe 376. Note 39. 


























“The Wain. Book II. Verfe 63. 








The Wicked; their Condition. Book I. Verfe 303, 366, 
and from 416 to 435. 
Wickednefs. Book I. Verfe 374. Note 39. 


A Charaéter of a bad Wife. Book II. Verfe 431. 
‘Wine. Book II. Verfe 284. Note 21, and 22. 


‘Winter. Book II. From Verfe 160 to 250. 
Works and Days; the Title explained. Book I. Note r. 











Errors of the Prefs. 


Page 55, Line 11, for vm read em: Page 133; 
Line 6, for Ea€sriay read Gagiañwy. 


The End of the firft Volume. 
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To the Right Honourable 


Loro GEORGE 


JOHNSTON. 
My Lorp, 





an wom H E Reverence I bear 
O WS to the Memory of 
your late Grandfather, 
with whom I had the 


Honour to be 








particularly ac- 
quainted, 





parable Lady your Mother, would 
make it a Duty ın Me to con- 
tinue my Regard to their Heir; 
but ftronger than thofe are the 
Motives of this Addrefs: fince I 


have had the Happynefs to know 


you, which has been as long as 
you have been capable of dif- 
tinguifhing Perfons, I have often 


difcovered Something in you that 


furpafles your Years, and which 
gives fair Promifes of an early 
grcat Man; this has converted 

w hat’ 
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what- would otherwife be but 
Gratitude to them to a real E- 
{teem for yourfelf. Proceed, my 
Lord, to make glad the Heart 
of an indulgent Mother with your 








dayly Progrefs in Learning, Wif- 
dom, and Virtue. Your Friends, 
in their different Spheres, are all 
follicitous to form you; and a- 
mong them permit Me to offer 
my, Tribute which may be no 
{mall Means to the bringing you 
more readyly to an Underftand- 
ing of the Clafflics; for on the 


Theology of the moft antient 


CGirceks, 





M 7 
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Greeks, which is the Subject of 


the following Poem, much of 








fucceeding Authors depends. Few 


are the Writers, either Crerk or 
Roman, who have not made Ufe 


of the Fables of Anttquity; Hif- 


torians have frequent Alluficns 





to them; and they are fometimes 
the very Soul of Poetry: for thefe 
Reaifons let me admonifh you to 
become {foon familiar with Ho- 


mer and Hefiod, by Tranílations 


of them : you will perceive the 





Advantage in your future Studys, 
nor will you repent of it when 


you 
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you read the great Originals. I 
have, in my Notes, {pared no 
Pains to let you into the Nature 
of the 7heogony, and to explain 
the Allegorys to you; amd indeed 





I have been more elaborate for 


your Sake than I fhould other- 
wife have been. While I am 
paying my Refpect to your Lord- 
fhip, E would not be thought 
forgetful of your Brother, direct- 
ing what I have here fayed at the 








fame Time to him, but with 
fome Difference, as to yourfelf. Go 
on, my Lord, to anfwer the great 

B Ex- 
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Expectations your Friends -have 
from you; 





and be your chek 























The THEOGON  Y. 





The 





ARGUMENT. 





A Fter ghe Propofitton, and Invocation, the 

Poet begins the Generation of the Gods, 
This Poem, befides the Genealogy of the Deitys 
ana Heros, contains the Story of Heaven and the 
Confpiracy of his Wife. and Sons againf? him, 
tie Story of Styx and her Offsprings, of Saturn 
and his Sons, and of Prometheus and Pandora. 
Hence the Poet proceeds to relate the War of 


the Gods, which is the Subject of above three 
hundred Verfes. The Reader is often relieved, 
from the narrative Part of the Theogony, with 


several beautyful Defcriptions, and other poetical 
Limbellifbments. 






























THE 


THEOGON Y, 


OR THE 


GENERATION of the GODS. 


B 


Tne Maufès there, a lovely Choir, advance, 





Egin, my Song, with the melodious. Nine 


Of Helicon the fpacious and divine; 


With tender Feet, to form the skilful Dance, 


Now round the fable Font in Order move, 





Now round the Altar of Saturnian Joge; 


Jr, 
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Or, if the cooling Streams to bathe invite, © 
In Thee, Permeffus, they awhile delight ; 
Or now to Fizppocrene refort the Fair, 
IO Or, Olmius, to thy facred Spring repair. 
Veil’d in thick Air, they all the Night prolong, 
In Praife of 4gis-bearing Jove the Song; 
And thou, O 4rgive funo, golden fhod, 
Art join’d in Praifes with thy Confort God ; 


ts Thee, Goddefs, with the azure Eyes, they fing, 
Minerva, Daughter of the heay'nly King; 


The Sifters to “pollo tune their Voice; 
And, Artemis, to ‘Thee whom Darts rejoice ; 


And Neptune in the pious Hymn they found, 





20 Who guas the Earth, and fhakes the {olid Ground ; 


A 
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A Tribute they to Themis chaft allow; 
And Venus charming with the bending Brow; © 
Nor Hebe, crown’d with gold, forget to praife; 
Nor fair “Dzone in their holy Lays; 
Nor thou, Aurora, nor the Day's great Light, 295 


Remain unfung, nor the fair Lamp of Night; 
To Thee, Latona, next the Numbers range; 
Japetus, and Saturn wont to change, 

They chant; Thee, Ocean, with an ample Breaft, 


They fing, and Earth, and Nzght in fable drefs’d; 30 





Nor ceafe the Virgins here the Strain divine; 
They celebrate the whole immortal Line. 


Eer while as they the Shepherd Swain behold 





Feeding, beneath the facred Mount, his Fold, 


With 
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With Love of charming Song his Breaft they fir'd ; 
There Me the heav’nly Mu/fes firft infpir’d ; 
There, when the Maids of ove the Silence broke, 


To Hefiod thus, the Shepherd Swain, they fpoke. 





Shepherds &ttend, your Happynefs who place 
In Gluttony alone, the Swain’s Difgrace ; 

Stri&@ to your Duty in the Fields you keep, 
There vigilant by Night to watch your Sheep; 


Attend ye Swains on whom the Mufès call, 





Regard the Honour not beftow’d on all; 
"Tis our to {peak the Truth in Language plain, 


Or give the Face of Truth to what we feign. 
So {poke the Maids of ove, the facred Nine, 


And plugk’d a Scepter from the Tree divine, 
To 
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To me the Branch they gave, with Look ferene, 





The laurel Enfign, never fading green: 


I took the Gift with holy Raptures fir’d, 

My Wnts flow {weeter, and my Soul’s infpird; 
Before my Eyes appears the various Scene 

Of all that 1s to come, and what has been: 

Me haye the Mufès chofe, their Bard to grace, 


Tocelebrate the bleisd immortal Race; 


To them the Honours of my Verfe belong, 


To them I firft and laft devote the Song: 
But where, O where, inchanted do I roye, 


Or oer the Rocks, or thro the vocal Grove. 


Now with th’ harmonious Nine begin, whofe Voice 





Makes their great Sire, olympian Jova, rejoice, 


C The 
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The prefent, future, and the pafs’d, they fing, 





Join’d in fweet Confort to delight their King; 
65 Melodious and untir'd their Voices flow, 
Olympus echos, ever crown’d with Snow. 


The heav’nly Songfters fill th’ ethereal Round, 


Fove’s Palace laughs, and all the Courts refound : 





The Progeny of Gods, a bounteous Race, 
And then to Jove again returns the Song, 


Of all in Empire, and Command, moft ftrong; 





7g  Whofe Praifes firft and laft their Bofom fire, 


Of Gods immortal, and of Men, the Sire: 











The Toes con’ 


Nar to the Sons of Men deny they Praife, 





To fuch as merit of their heav’nly Lays; 
They fing the Giants of puiffant Arm, 


And with the wond’rous Tale their Father charm. 
Muemofyne, in the Piertan Grove 


The Scene of her Intrigue with mighty Jove, 





The Emprefs of Eleuther, fertile Earth, 
Brought to olympian Jove the Mu/es forth ; 
Blefs’d Offsprings, happy Maids, whofe powrful Art 


Can banifh Cares, and eafe the painful Heart. 


Abfent from Heay’n, to quench his am’rous Flame, 


Nine Nights the God of Gods comprefs’d the Dame. 





Now thrice threeTimes the Moon concludesherRace, 


Ánd fhews the Produce of the God’s Embrace, 





C2 Fair 





80 
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In Number equal to the Nights of Love; 


Blefs’d Maids, by Harmony of Temper join d; 
And Verfe, their only Care, employs their Mind. 


The Virgin Songfters firft beheld the Light 





Near where Olympus rears his {nowy Height; 


Where to the Maids fair ftately Domes afcend, 





Whofe Steps a conftant beauteous Choir attend. 
Not far from hence the Graces keep their Court, 


And with the God of Love in Banquets {port ; 





Meanwhile the Nine their heay’nly Voices rate 
To the immortal Powrs, the Song of Praife; 


They tune their Voices in a facred Caufe, - 


Their Theme the Manners of the Gods, and Laws, 





Whe 


eo 
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When to Olympus they purfue their Way, 

Sweet warbling as they go the deathlefs Lay, 

Meas ring to Jove, with gentle Steps, the Ground, 
The fable Earth returns the joyful Sound. 

Great Jove, their Sire, who rules th’ athereal Plains, 


Confirm’d in PoWr, of Gods the Monarch reigns; IIO 


His Father.Satura hurl’d from his Command, 


He grafps the Thunder with his conqu’ring Hand ; 


He gives the Bolts their Vigour as they fly, 





And bids the sed hot Light’ning pierce the Sky,- 


His. Subje&t Deitys obey his Nod, 








All Honours flow from him of Gods thé God, 


From him the Mufès {prung, no lefs their Sire, 


Whofe Attributes, the heav’nly Maids infpire 5. 


G40 - 





C’lio begins the lovely tuneful Race, 


Melpomene which, and Euterpe, grace, 





i290 
Lerpfichore all joyful in the Choir, 
And Erato to Love whofe Lays infpire, 
To thefe Zhasra and Polymnia join, ] 
‘Drania, and Calliope divine, > 
125 The firft, in Honour, of the tuneful Nine; | 


She the great Acts of virtuous Monarchs fings, 
Companion only for the beft of Kings. 


Happy of Princes, fofter Sons of Jove, 





Whom at his Birth the Nine with Eyes of Love 
130 Behold; to Honours they his Days defign, 
He firff among the fcepter’d Hands fhall fhine; 


Him 





On him for Juftice in their Caufe rety, 








Reafon alone his upright Judgement guides, 


He hears impartial, and for Truth decides; 

Thus he determines from a Senfe profound, 

And of Contention heals the poys’nous Wound. 
Wife Kings, when Subjects grow in Faétion ftrong, 


Firft calm their Minds, and then redrefs their Wrong, 





By their good Counfels bid the Tumult ceafe, 
And footh contending Partys into Peace ; 


His Aid with duteous Rev’rence they implore, 





And as a God their virtuous Prince adore: 





-3 
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From whom the Mufès love fuch Bleflings flow, 
To them a righteous Prince the People owe. 
From Ove » great Origin, all Monarchs fpring, 
From mighty Jove of Kings himfelf the King; 
From the Pierian Maids, the heay’nly Nine, 
And from pollo, Sire of Verfe divine, 


Far fhooting Deity whofe Beams in{fpire, 


The Poets fpring, and all who ftrike the Lyre. 





Blefs’d whom with Eyes of Love the Mzfes view, 


Sweet flow his Words, gentle as falling Dew. 

Is there a Man by rifing Woes oppreis’d, 

Who feels the Pangs of a diftracted Breaft, 

Let bat the Bard, who ferves the Nine, rehearfe 


The Acts of Heros pafs’d, the Theme for Verte, 
Or 








In endlefs Eafe above, adorns the Lays, 


The powrful Words adminifter Relief, 
And from the wounded Mind expel the Grief; 





Such are the Charms which to the Bard belong, 





A Gift from Gods deriy’d, the Powr of Song. 165. 
Hail Maids celeftial, Seed of Heav’n’s great King, 


Hear, nor unaided let the Poet fing, 





Infpire a lovely Lay, harmonious Nine, 


My ‘Theme th’ immortal Gods, a Race divine, 





Of Earth, of Heav’n which Lamps of Light adorn, 170 


And of old fable Nzgħht, great Parents, born, 





And, after, nourifh’d by the, briny Main: 


Hear Goddeffes, and aid the yentrous Strain, 





D Say 





175 
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Say whence the deathlefs Gods receiy’d their Birth, 








And next relate the Origin of Earth, 


Whence the wideSea that {preads fromShore to Shore, 








Whofe Surges foam with Rage, and Billows roar, 





Whence Rivers which in various Channels flow, 





And whence the Stars which light the World below, 
And whence the wideExpanfe of Heav’s, and whence 


The Gods, to Mortals who their Good difpenfe, 





Say how from them our Honours we receive, 
And whence the Powr that they our Wants relieve, 


How they atriv’d to the xthereal Plains, 





And took Poffeffion of the fair Domains: 





With thefe, olympian Maids, my Breaft infpire, 








And to the End fupport the facred Fire, 





In Qrder all from the Begining trace, 

From the firft Parents of the num/’rous Race. 
Chaos, of all the Origin, gave Birthe 

Firft to her Offspring the wide bofom’d Earth, 

The Seat fecure of all the Gods, who now 

Poffeis Olympus ever cloath’d with Snow ; 


Th’Abodes of He% from the fame Fountain rife, 





A gloomy Land that fubterranean lys; 

And hence does Love his antient Lineage trace, 
Excelliny fair of all th’ immortal Race, 

At his Approach all Care is chas'd away, 


Nor can the wifeft Powr refift his Sway, 





Nor Man, nor God, his mighty Force reQrains, 





Altke in ey’ry Breaft the Godhead reigns : 


D 2. And 
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And Erebus, black Son, from Chaos came, 


Born with his Sifter Nzght a fable Dame. 


Night bdre, the Produce of her am’rous Play 








With Zrebus, the Sky, and chearful Day. 
Earth fir an Equal to herfelf in Fame 
Brought forth, that covers all, the ftarry Frame, 


The fpacious Heav'n, of Gpds the fafe Domain, 


Who live in endlefs Blifs, exempt from Pain; 





From her the lofty AHiz//s, and ev’ry Grove, 


Where Nymphs inhabit, Goddeffes, and rove: 


Without the mutual Joys of Love fhe bore 
The barren Sea, whofe whit’ning Billows roar. 


At length the Ocean, with his Pools profound, 





215 | Whofe whirling Streams purfue their rapid Round, 


Of 





Of Heav'n and Earth is born; Ceus his Birth 


From them derives, and Creus, Sons of Earth; 





Hyperion, and Japhet, Brothers, join: - Ì 
Thea, and Rhea, of this antient Line > 
Defcend; and Themis boafts the Source divine, | = 220 


And thou Muemofyne, and Phebe crown'd 





With Gold, and Tethys for her Charms renownd: 
To thefe fucceffive wily Saturn came, 
As Sire and Son in each a barb’rous Name. 


| Embrace, 
Three Sons are fprung from Heav'n and Earths 2125 


The Cyclops bold, in Heart a haughty Race; 


Brontes, and Steropes, and Arges brave, 








39 


They for almighty Powy did Light’ning frame, 





230 ~All equal to the Gods themfelves in Fame ; 
One Eye was plac’d, a large round Orb, and bright, 
Amidft their Forehead to receive the Light, 
Hence were they Cyclops call’d; great was their Skill, © 
Their Strength, and Vigour, to perform their Will. 
235 ‘The fruitful Earth by Heav'n conceiv d again, 


And for three mighty Sons the rending Pain 





She fuffer’d ; Cottus, terrible to name, 
Gyges, and Briareus, of equal Fame; 
Confpicuous above the reft they fhin’d, 

240 Of Body ftrong, magnanimous of Mind; 
Fifty large Heads their lufty Shouldets bore, 


And, dang’rous to approach, Hands fifty more: 





ct 








‘Their cruel Father, from their natal Hour, 245 


With Hate purfued them, to his utmoft Powr; 


He from the parent Womb did all eonyey 


Into fome fecret” Cave remote from Day: 


The Tyrant Father thys his Scns opprefs’d, 





And evil Meditations fill’d his Breaft. 








Earth deeply groan’d, and for her Sons confin’d, 
And Vengeance for theirWrongs employ‘d her Mind; 


She yields black Iron from her fruitful Vein, 





And of it forms an Inftrument of Pain ; 
‘Then to her Children thus, the Silence broke, 255 


Without Referve fhe deeply fighing fpoke._ 








THEOGONY.. 


The 


My Sons, defcended from a barb’rous Sire, 











Whofe evil Acts our Breafts to Vengeance fire, 


Attentive to my friendly Voice incline; 
260 ‘Th’Agereffor he, and to Revenge be thine. 
= The bold Propofal they aftonifh’d hear, 


Her Words poffefs’d them with a filent Fear ; 


Saturn, at lat, whom no Deceit can blind, 
To her refponfive thus declar’d his Mind. 


Matron, for Us the throwing Pangs who bore, 





Much we have fuffer’d, but will bear no more; 


If fuch as Fathers ought our will not be, 


The Name of Father is no Ty to Me; 


Patient of Wrongs if they th’ Attempt decline, 
270 TP Aggreffor he, all to Revenge be mine. 
Earth 





And in clofe Ambufh him from all conceal’d; 


Arm’d with the crooked Inftrument fke made, 


She taught him to dire& the fharp tooth’d Blade. 








Out rufh’d his Son, Comploter with his Wife, | 





His right Hand grafp’d the long, the fatal, Knife,, 436 
His left the Channel of the Seed of Life, | 
J 


Which from the Roots the rough tooth’d Metal tore, 


And bath’d his Fingers with his Father’s Gore ; 
E, He 
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He throw’d behind the Source of Heaven’s Pain: 
295 Nor feil the Ruins of the God in van; | 
The fanguine Drops which from the Members fall 
The fertile Earth receives, and drinks them all: 
Hence, at theeEnd of the revolving Year, 
Sprung mighty Gents, powrful with the Spear, 
290 Shining in Arms; the /wrys took their Birth 
Hence, and the Wood-Nymphs of the fpacious Earth. 
Saturn the Parts divided from the Wound, 
Spoils of his parent God, caft from the Ground 
Into the Sea; long thro the watry Plain 
295 They journey’d on the Surface of the Main: 
Fruitful at length th’ immortal Subftance grows, 


Whit’ning it foams, and in a Circle flows; 





To Cyprus, water’d by the Waves around: 


And here fhe walks endu’d with ev’ry Grace 


To charm, the Goddefs blooming in her Face; 


Her Looks demand Reffe&t; and where fhe goes 


Beneath her tender Feet the Herbage blows ; 





OF 





3 
And Aphrodite, from the Foam, her Name, | 
Among the Race of Gods, and Men, the fame; | 


And Cytherea from Cythera came ; 


Whence, beauteous crown’d, fhe fafely crofs’d the Sea, 


And call’d, O Cyprus, Cypria from Thee; 310 





Ta 
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Nor lefs by P4ilomedea known on Earth, 
A Name deriv’d immediate from her Birth. 


Her firft Attendants to th’ immortal Choir 


Were Love, the oldeft God, and fair Defrre : 
The Virgin Whifper, and the tempting Smile, 
The tweet Alurement that can Hearts beguile, 
Soft Blandifhments which never fail to move, 
Friendfhip, and all the fond Deceits in Love, 
Conftant her Steps purfue, or will fhe go 
Among the Gods above, or Men below. 

Great Heav’n was wrath thus by his Sons to bleed, 
And call’d them szant from the barb’rous Deed ; 
He told them all, from a prophetic Mind, 

The Hours of his Reyenge were fure behind. 


Now 





From her black Womb fad Deffzny and Fate, 


| Date: 
Death, Sleep, and num’rous Dreams, derive their. 


With Momus the dark Goddefs teems again, 
And Care the Mother of a doleful Train ; 
Th’ Hefperides fhe bore, far in the Seas 
Guards of the golden Fruit, and fertile Trees: 


From.the fame Parent {prung the rig’rous three, 


The Goddeffes of Fate, and ‘Deftiny, 
Clothe and Lachefis, whofe boundlets Sway, 
With Atropos, both Men and Gods obey ; 


To human Race they, from their Birth, ordain 


A. Life of Pleafure, or a Life of Pain; 


To 
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To Slav’ry, or to Empire, fuch their Powr, 
340 They fix a Mortal at his natal Hour; 


The Crimes ef Men, and Gods, the Fates purfue, 


And give to each alike the Vengeance due; 


Nor can the greateft their Refentment fly, 


‘The punifh e’re they lay their Anger by: 





And Neme/fis from the fame Fountain rofe, 
From hurtful Nzght, herfelf the Source of Woes: 
Hence fraud, and loofe Defire the Bane of Life, 
Old Age vexatious, and corroding Strzfe. 
From Sfrzfe pernicious painful Labour rofe; 

350 ‘Oblivion, Famine, and tormenting Woes ; 

| rifes 
Hence Combats, Murders, Wars, and Slaughters, 


“Decests, and Quarrels, and injurious Lys ; 
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Unruly Licenfe hence that knows no Bounds,. 
And Lofes fpring, and fad domeftzc Wounds; 


Hence Perjury, black Perjury, began, 355 


A Crime deftructive to the Race of Man. 
Old Nereus to the Sea was born of ~Earth, 


Nereus who claims the Precedence in Birth 
To their Defcendants; him old God they call, 


Becauie fincere, and affable, to all; 





In Judgement Moderation he preferves, 


And never from the Paths of Juftice fwerves. 





Thaumas the great from the fame Parents came, 





Phorcys the ftrong, and Ceto beauteous Dame: 


To the fame Sire did Earth Eurybia bear, 365 





As Iron hard her Heart, a cruel Fair. 


Doris 





Doris to Nereus bore a loyely Train, 
Fifty fair Daughters, Wand’rers of the Main; 


A beauteous Mother fhe, of Ocean born, 





Whote graceful Head the comely’ft Locks adorn: 
‘Proto, Excrate, Nymphs, begin the Line, 

Sao to whom, and Amphitrite join; 

Eudore, Thetis, and Gadlene, grace, 


With Glauce, and Cymothoe, the Race ; 





Spio, and Thoe, hence derive their Birth, 


With Thee, Thalia, ever prone to Mirth; 





And Melite, charming in Mien to fee, 


Did the fame Mother bear, Exlimene, 


Agave too, Pafitheg and Thee; 





From. 
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From whôm {prung Erato, Eunice You, 380 

With Arms appearing of a rofy Hue, 

‘Doto and Proto join the Progeny, 

With them Pherufa and Dunamene ; 

Nifea and Ataa boaft the fame, | 

Protomedia from the fruitful Dame, > 385 
| 


And Doris honour’d with maternal Name; | 





And hence does Panope her Lineage trace, 
And Galatea with a lovely Face; 
And hence Hizppothoe who fweetly charms, 


And thou Hipponoe with thy rofy Arms; 





And hence Cymodoce the Floods who binds, 


And with Cymatolege ftills the Winds, 





E 
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With them the Powr does Amphitrite ihare, 
Of all the Main the lovely’ft footed Fair; 


Cumo, Hezene, and Halimed 





With a fweet Garland that adorns her Head, 
Bcaft the fame Rife, joyful G/auconome,. 


Pontoporea, and Lzagore; 





Evagore, Laomedia, join, 
And thou Polynome, the num’rous Line ; 


Autonoe, Ly fianaf{faz, name, 





Sifters defcended from the fertile Dame; 

In the bright Lift Evarne fair we find, 

Spotlefs the Nymph both in her Form and Mind, 
And ¥/famathe of awmajeftic Mien; 


And thou divine Menippe there art feen; 


To 


eo 


i 


| 





The TuHEOGONY. 





To thefe we Nefo add, Exupompe ‘Thee, 
And Thee Zhemifio next, and Pronoe; 


Nemertes, Virgin chaft, compleats the Race, 





Not laft in Honour tho the laft in Place; 





Her Breaft the Virtues of her Parent fire 


Her Mind the Copy of her deathlefs Sire. 





From blamelefs Nereus thefe, the Fruits of Joy, 





And goodly Offices the Nymphs employ. 
Of Ocean born, Eleére plights her Word 415 


To Thaumas, and obeys her rightful Lord, 


Iris to whom, a Goddefs fwift, fhe bears; 
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Crvpete the other; when they fy, 
They feem with rapid Wings to reach the Skv. 
Ceto to Fhorcys bore the Grai@, grey 


From the firt Moment they beheld the Day ; 


Hence Gods and Men thefe Daughters Graze nai 
Pephreao lovely veil’d from Cego came, > 
And Æ&zyo with her faffron Veil: the fame | 


To Prorcys bore the Gorgous, who remain 


Far in the Seat of Night, the diftant Main, 





Where, murm’ring at their Task, th’ He/perides 
Watch oer the golden Fruit, and fertile Trees: 


The Number of the Gorgous once were three, 


Stheno, Medufa, and Euryale, 
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Of which two Sifters draw immortal Breath, 





Free from the Fears of Age as free from Death 5 435 





But thou Medu/fa felt a powrful Foe, 


A Mortal thou, and born to mortal Woe 5. 
Nothing. avail’d of Love thy blifsful Hours, 


In a foft Meadow, on a Bed of Flowrs, 


Thy tender Dalliance with the Ocean’s King, 





And in the Beauty of the Year, the Spring; 





You by the conqu’ring Hand of Perfeus bled, 

Per feus whofe Sword lay’d low in Duft thy Head; 

Then ftarted out, when you began to bleed, 

The great Chryfaor, and the galiant Steed 445 
Call’d Pegafus, a Name not giv’n in vain, 

Born near the Fountains of the ipacious Main. 


His 
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‘His Birth will great Chryfaor’s Name unfold, 


When in his Hand glitterd the Sword of gold; 


Mounted on Pega/us he foar’d above, 


And fought the Palace of almighty Jove; 
Loaded with Fhunder thro the Skys he rode, 
And bore it with the Thunder to the God. 


Chryfaor, Love the Guide, Callroe led, 


Daughter of Oceana, to the genial Bed ; 








? 
Whence Gorgon {prung, fierce with his triple Head; 
J 





Whom Hercules lay’d breathlefs on the Ground, 
In Erythea which the Waves furround ; 
His Oxen lowing round their Mafter ftand, 


While He falls gafping from the Conqu’rer’s Hand: 
That 





That fatal Day beheld Eurytion fall, 


And with him Orthus in a gloomy Stall; 





By his ftrong Arm the Dog and Herd{iman flain, 





The Hero drove the Oxen crofs the Main;. 


The wide-brow’d Herds he to Tirynthus bore, 





And fafely landed on the facred Shore.. 


Calliroe in a Cave cenceiv’d again, . 





And for Echidna bore maternal Pain; 





A Monfter fhe of an undaunted Mind, 
Unlike the. Gods, nor like the human Kind ; 
Ore Half.a Nymph of a prodigious S1Ze,.. 
Fair her Complexion, and afquint her Eyes; 
The other Half a Serpens, dire to vicw; . 


Large, and voracious, of a various Hue; 
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“Deep in a Syrian Rock hr horrid Den, 


‘From the immortal Gods remote, and Men; 
There, fo the Council of the Gods ordains, 
Forlorn, and ever young, the Nymph remains. 
In Love Echidna with Typhaon join’d, 
Outragious he, and bluft’ring, as the Wind; 
Of thefe the Offsprings prov’d a furious Race; 
Orthus, the Produce of the firt Embrace, 


Was vigilant to watch his Mafter’s Herd, 


‘The Dog of Geryon, and a trufty Guard: 


Next Cerberus, the Dog of Pluto, came, 


Devouring, direful, of a monftrous Frame, 


From fifty Heads he barks with fifty ‘Tongues, 


arierce, and undaunted, with his brafen Lungs: 


The 
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The dreadful Hydra rofe from the fame Bed, 


In Lerna by the fair-arm’d Funo bred, 





juno, with Hate implacable who ftrov> 


Againft the Virtues of the Son of Jove; 


But Hercules, with Lolans join’d, 





Aimphitryon’s Race, and of a martial Mind, 





Blefs’d with the Counfel of the warlike Maid, 495 


Dead at his Feet the horrid Monfter lay’d : 


From the fame Parents fprung Chimera dire, 





From whofe black Noftrils iffued Flames of Fire; 


Strong, and of Size immenfe; a Monfter fhe 





Rapid in Flight, aftonifhing to fee; “500 
A Lyon’s Head on her large Shoulders grew, 
The Goat’s, and Dragon’s, terrible to views 
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Å Lyon fhe before in Mane and Throat, 


595 





crs In Hereules at laft a Foe he found, 


And from his Arm receiy’d a mortal Wound. 


Ceto’ 





Ceto and Phorcys both renew’d their Flame, 





From which Amour a horrid Serpent came, 





Who keeps, while in a fpacious Cave he lys, 





Watchful o’er all the golden Fruit his Eyes- 
Tethys and Ocean, born of Heat's, embrace, 
Whence fprings the Nz/e, and a long watry Racc; 

Alpheus, and Erzdaxus the ftrong, 


That rifes deep, and ftately rowls along; 








Strymon, Meander, and the fffer clear, 





Nor Phafis are thy Streams omited here; 


To.the fame Rife Rhefus his Current owes, 


And Achelous that like filver flows; 











To thefe the Granic and OE /apus join, 
Hermus to thefe, and Simois divine, — 


Peneus, and the Cazc Flood that -laves 


The verdant Margins with his beauteous Waves >. 
535 The great Séugarinvs, and the Ladon, name, ` 
Parthenius, and Evenus, Streanis of Fame, 


And you 4rdefcus boaft the fruitful Lins, 





And laftly you Scamander the divine. 
From the fame Parents, fertile Pair, we trace 


A Progeny of Nymphs, a facred Race; 





Who, from their Birth, o’er all Mankind the Care 
With the great King Apolla jointly thare; 


In this is Jove, the God of Gods, obey’d, 





Who grants the Rivers all to lend their Aid. 


The 
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The Nymphs from Tethys, and old Ocean, thefe; 





Pitho, Admete, Daughters of the Seas, 
Lanthe, and Eleé¥ra, Nymphs of Fame, 


Doris, and Prymno, and the beauteous Dame 





Hence Hippo, ane hence Clymene, we trace, 550 


‘Urania as-a Goddefs fair in Face; 
` 
And thou Rodia of the.num'rous Race; | 





Zeuxo to thefe fucceeds, Callirae, 








Clytie, Idya, and Pa/fithoe ; 


Plexaure here, and Ge/axaure, join, 





And lovely Dżon of a lovely Line, 555 


Molobofis, and Thoe, add to thefe, © 





And charming Polydora form‘d to pleafe, - 


Cerces 
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Cerces whole Beautys all from Nature rife, 
And Ph:io with her large majeftic Eyes; 
gt Perfeis, Xanthe, in the Lift we fee, 


And fanira, and Acafle Thee, 





Meneftho, nor Europa, hence remove, 





Nor Metis, nor Petr@a railing Love; 





Crifie, and Afta, boaft one antient Sire, 


565 With fair Calypfo Objet of Defire, 
Teleftho faffron-veil'd, Eurynome, 
Eudore, Tyche, and Ocyroe, 


And thou Amphiro of the Source divine, 
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Thefe are the Sons firft in the Lift of Fame, 570 


And Daughters, which from antient Ocean came, | 


And fruitful Tethys, venerable Dame:. J 


Thoufands of Streams which flow the fpacious Earth 





Numbers of Tydes‘fhe yielded to her Lord, 


Too many for a Mortal fo record; 


But they who on, or near, their Borders dwelt 

Their Virtues know, and can defcribe them well. 
The Fruits of Thra and Hyperion rife, 

And with refulgent Luftre light the Skys, . 

The great the glorious Suz tranfcending bright, . 

And the fair fplendid loon the Lamp of Night; 


With 
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With them Aurora, when whofe Dawn appears, 
Who mortal Men, and Gods immortal, chears. 
5385 To Cre#s, her efpous’d, a Son of Earth, 
fsuryoia gave the great A/freus Birth; 
Perfes from'them, of all moft skillful, came, 
And Pallas firft of Goddeffes in Fame. 
Aurora brought to great Afiræus forth 
s90 The Weft, the South-wind, and the rapid North; 
The Morning-ftar fair Lucifer fhe bore, 
And, Ornaments of Heav’n, ten thoufand more. 
From Styx, the faireft of old Ocean’s Line, 
And Pallas, fprung a Progeny divine; 


Zeal to perform, and /2é?#’ry in her Pace 





Fair footed, Valour, Might, a glorious Race! 


They 
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‘They hold a Manfion in the Realms above, 





Their Seat is always near the Throne of Jove; 
Where the dread thund’ring God purfues his Way, 
They march, and clofe behind his Steps obey. 
This Honour they by S¥¢yx their Mother gain’d, 
Which by her — fhe from Jove obtain’d: 


When the great Powr that e’en the Gods commands, 


Who fends the Bolts from his almighty Hands, 





Summon’d th’ Immortals, who obey’d his Call, 


He thus addrefs’d them in th’ olympian Hall. 





Ye Gods, like Gods, with Me who dauntlefs dare 
To face the Tztans in a dreadful War, 


Above the reft in Honour fhall ye ftand, 


And ample Recompence fhall load your Hand 
H 
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To Saturn’s Reign who bow’d, and unprefer’ds 


Void of Diftinction, and without Reward, 


Great, and magnificently rich, fhall fhine, 


As Right requires, and fuits a Powr divine. 


Firft, as her Father counfel’d, Styx afcends, 





And her brave Offsprings to the God commends; 
Great Jove receiv’d her with peculiar Grace, 
Nor honour’d lefs the Mother than her Race; 


Enrich’d with Gifts fhe left the bright Abodes, 





By Jove ordain’d the folemn Oath of Gods; 


Her Children, as fhe wifh’d, behind remain, 





Conftant Attendants on the Thund’rer’s Train: 


Alike the God with all maintain’d his Word, 





Amd rules, in Empire ftrong, of Lords the. Lord. 


Phebe, 
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Phebe, with Fondnefs, to her Ceus cleay d, 625 








And fhe, a Goddefs, by a God conceiv’d,; 
Latona, fable-veil’d, the Produce proyes, 


Pleafing to all, of their connubial Loves, 


Sweetly engaging from her natal Hour, 





The moft delightful in th’ olympian Bowr. 
From them Affersa fprung, a Nymph renown d, 
And with the fpoufal Love of Perfes crown’d, 


To whom fhe bore Hecate, lov’d by Fove, 





And honour’d by th’ Inhabitants above, 


Profufely gifted from th’ almighty Hand, 





With Powr extenfive o’er the Sea and Land, 





And great the Honour fhe, by Jove’s higtt Leave, 
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When to the Gods the facred Flames aípire, 


From human Off’rings, as the Laws require, 


To Hecate the Vows are firft prefer’d ; 





Happy of Men whofe Pray’rs are kindly hearg, 





Succefs attendis his ev'ry A& below, 





Honour, Wealth, Powr, to him abundant flow. 


The Gods, who all from Larth and Heav’n defcend, 


On her Decifion for their Lots depend ; 


Nor what the earlyeft Gods, the 7ztaus, claim, 


By her ordain’d, of Honour or of Fame, 





Has Jove revok’d by his fupreme Command, 


For her Decrees trreyocable ftand : 





Nor is her Honour lefs, nor lefs her Powr, 


Becaufe fhe only blefs’d the nuptial Hour ; 
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Great is her Powr on Earth, and great her Fame, 


Nor lefs in Heav'n, and o’er the Main the fame 


| 
Becaufe Saturnzan Jove reveres the Dame. | 655 
‘The Man fhe loves fhe can to Greatnefs rae, 
And grant to whom fhe favours pubiick Praife ; 


This fhines for Words diftinguifh’d at the Bar; 


One proudly triumphs tn the Spoils of War; 





And fhe alone can {peedy Vict ry give, 





And rick in Glory bid the Conqu’rer liye: 
And where the venerable Rulers meet 
She fits fupreme upon the Judgement-feat. 


In fingle Tryals or of Strength, or Skill, 


Propitious fhe prefides o’er whom fhe will; 
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"T'o Honour fhe extends the beauteous Grown, 





And glads the Parent with the Son’s Resown, 


With rapid Swiftnefs wings the gallant Steeds, 





And in the Race the flying Courfer {peeds. 

Who, urg’d by Want, and led by Hopes of Gain, 
Purfue their Journey.crofs the dang’rous Main, 
lo Hecate they all for Safety bow, 


And to their God and her prefer the Vow. 





With Eafe the Goddelis, venerable Dame, 
Gives to the Sportfman’s Hand his with’d for Game; 


Or now the weary d Creature faintly flys, 





And, for a While, eludes the Huntfman’s Eyes, 
Who ftretches {ure to feize the panting Prey, 


‘And bear the Glory of the Chace away, 
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Till, by the kind Protedt’refs of the Plains, 
Her Strength recovers, and new Life fhe gains, 
She ftarts, furprifing, and outftrips tke Wind, 
And leaves the Mafters of the Chace behind- 


With Mercury the watchful Goddefs‘guards 





Of Goats the ftragling Flocks, the lowing Herds, 
And bleating Folds rich with the pond’rous Fleece ; 
By her they leffen, and by her encreafe. 

The only Daughter of her Mother born, 

And her the Gods with various: Gifts adorn. 

Q’er Infants fhe, fo Hove ordain’d, prefides, 

And the upgrowing Youth to Menit guides; 

Great is the Truft the tutuge Man to breed, 


A Truf to her by Saturn's Son decreed. 
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Rhea to Saturn bore, her Brother God, 


Vefta and Ceres; Funo golden fhod, 





And Pluto bard of Heart, whofe wide Command 


Is o'er a dark and fubterranean Land, 
A powrful Monarch, hence derive their Birth, 


With Neptune, Deity who fhakes the Earths 


Of thefe great ove, the Ruler of the Skys, 





Of Gods, and Men, the Sire, in Council wife, 


Is born; and him the Untverfe adores, 
And the Earth trembles when his Thunder roars. 


Saturn from Earth, and Heav’n adorn’d with Stars, 


Had learn’d the Rumour of approaching Wars, 


Great 
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Great as he was a greater fhould arife 
To rob him of the Empire of the Skys, 
J 


The mighty Hove, his Son, in Counci wife: 





With Dread the fatal Prophecy he hear’d, 





And for his regal Honours greatly fea.’d, 710 





And that the dire Decree might fruitlefs prove, 

Devourd his Pledges, at their Birth, of Love: 

Now Rhea, who her flaughter’d Children griev’d, 

With Fove, the Sire of Gods and Men, concety’d; 

To Earth and Heav’n fhe for Affiftance russ, res) 


And begs their Counfel to revenge her Sons, 


To guard her Jove from wily Saturn’s Ire, 


Secret to keep him from a barb’rous Sire. 
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At length the tedious Months their Courfe had run, 


When mighty Jove the bore, her youngeft Son ; 





Wide fpreading Earth receiv’d the Child with Joy, 





And train’d the God up from a newborn Boy. 
Rhea to Lyctus fafely took her Flight, 


Proteéted by the fable Veil of Night; 


Far in the facred Earth her Son fhe lay’d, 


On Mount <geus eyer crown’d with Shade, 
When 





When the old King, who once could boaft his Reign 
O er all the Gods, and the etherial Plain, 
Came jealous of the Infant’s future Powr, 


A Stone the Mother gave him to devour ; 





Greedy he feiz’d th’ imaginary Child, 

And fwallow’d heédlefs, by the Drefs beguil’d ; 
Nor thought the wretched God of Ought to fear, 
Nor knew the Day of his Difgrace was near; 
Invincible remains his Jove alive, 

His Throne to fhake, and from his Kingdom drive 
The cruel Parent, for to him “tis giv’n 

To rule the Gods, and mount the Throne of Heay’n, 


Well thriv’d the Deity, nor was it long 


Before hisStrength increas’d,and Limbs grow’d ftreng. 


Lt z When 





By Earth thy Art, and Jove his powrful Son, 
The crafty Saturn, once by Gods ador'd, 

750 His injur’d Offsprings to the Light reftor’d : 
Firft from within he yielded to the Day 


The Stone deceitful, and his lateft Prey ; 


This Jove, in Mem’ry of the wond’rous Tale, 


fie 





eo 


i 
j 


| 





QO 


The THEOGONY. 





With Zeal the Gods perform’d a thankful Part, 


The Debt of Gratitude lay next their Heart; 





‘fove owes to them the. Bolts which dseadful fly, 


And the bright Lighnt’ning which illumes the Sky; 


To him th’ Exchange for Liberty they bore, 765 


Gifts deep in Earth conceal’d, unknown before ; 
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From whofe Embrace a glorious Offspring came, 





Atlas magnanimous, and great in Fame; 





Menetius thou with fafting Honours crown d; 


Prometheus for his Artifice renown’d ; 


And 





Lurd to falfe Joys, and to the future blind, 
‘Who, rafhly weak by foft Temptations moy’d, 


The Bane of Arts and their Inventors prov’d, 











780 
Menetius fell in Erebus to rove; 
His dauntlefs Mind that could not ‘brook Command, 
And prone to Ill, provok’d th’ almighty Hand. 
Fiş Atlas, fo hard Neceffity ordains, 





Fre& the pond’rous Vault of Stars fuftainss 
_ Not fat from the He/perides he ftands, 





Nor from the Load retras his Head or Hands: 





Here 
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Herg was he fix’d by Jove in Council wife, 

Who all difpofes, and who rules the Skys. 

To the fame God Prometheus ow’d his Pains, 
Faft bound with hard inextricable Chains 

To a large Column, in the midmoft Part, 

Who bore his Suff rings with a dauntlefS§S Heart ~ 


From Jove an Eagle flew with Wings wide fpread, 


And on his never dying Liver fed ; 





What with his ray’nous Beak by Day he tore 
The Night fupply’d, and furnifh’d him. with more: 
Great Hercules to his Affiftance came, 


Born of Akmena lovely footed Dame; 


And firft he made the Bird voracious bleed, 





find from his Chains the Son of Japhet freed ; 
TO 
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To this the God confents, th’ olympian Sire, 


Who, for his Son’s Renown, fupprefs’d his Ire, 
The Wrath he bore againft the Wretch who ftrove 
In Counfel with himfelf, the powrful ove; 


Such was the mighty Thund’rer’s Will, to raife 


To greateft Height the Zeba# Hero’s Praife. 


When at Mecona a Contention rofe, 
Men and Immortals to each other Foes, > 
| 


The Strife Prometheus offer’'d to compofe; 


In the Divifion of the Sacrifice, 


Intending to deceive great Fove the wik, 
He ftuff’d the Flefh in the large Ox’s Skin, 


And bound the Entrails, with the Fat, within, 


Next 
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Nert the white Bones, with artful Care, difpos’d, 
And in the candid Fat from Sight enclos’d : 
The Sire of Gods and Men, who faw tne Cheat, 
Thus {poke expreffive of the dark Deceit. 
In this Divifion how unjuft the Parts, $29 
O $aphet’s Son, of Kings the firft in Arts! 
Reproachful fpoke thg¢ God in Council wife, 
To whom Prometheus full of Guile replys. 
O Jove, the greateft of the Powrs divine, 
View the Divifion, and the Choice be thine. $25 
Wily he {poke from a deceitful Mind ; 


Fove faw his Thoughts, nor to his Heart was blind ; 
And then the God, in Wrath of Soul, began. 


To plot Misfortunes to his Subject Man: 
K Lit 
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The Lots furvey’d, he with his Hands embrac’d 
The Parts which were in the white Fat incas’d : 
He faw the Bones, and Anger fat confefs’d 


Upon his Brow, for Anger feiz’d his Breaft. 


Hence to the Gods the od’rous Flames afpire 








From the white Bones which feed the facred Fire. 
The cloud-compelling Jove, by Faphet’s Son 
Fnrag’d, to him in Words like thefe begun. 

O! who in male Contrivance all tranfcend, 
Thine Arts thou wilt not yet, obdurate, end. 

So {poke th’ eternal Wifdom, full of Ire, 
And from that Hour deny’d the Ufe of Fire 


To wretched Men, who pais on Earth their Time, 


Mindful, Prometheus, of thy artful Crime: 








But Jove in vain éonceal’d the fplendid Flame ; 





The Son of Japhet, of immortal Fame, 





Brought the bright Sparks clandeftine from Above 
Clos’d in a hoHow Cane ; the thund’ring Jove 


Soon, from the Bitternefs of Soul, began 





To plot Defirndtion to the Peace of Man. 
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Vulcan, a God renowg’d, by Fove’s Command, 





Form’d a fair Virgin with a mafter Hand, 





Earth her firt Principle, her native Air 
As modeft feeming as her Face was fair. 
The Nymph, by Padies, blue-cy’d Goddef, drefs’d, 


Bright fhin’d improv’d heneath the candid Vet: 355 








360 











Her Brows to compafs did Minerva bring 





A. Garland breathing all the Sweets of Spring : 
And next tHe Goddefs, glorious to behold, 
Plac’d on her Head a glitt’ring Crown of Gold, 
The Work or Vulcan by his mafter Hand, 

The Labour of the God by Joves Command ; 
There feem’d to feud along the finny Breed, 
And there the Beafts of Land appear’d to feed; 


Nature and Art were there fo much at Strife, 


The Miracle might well be took for Life. 





Vulcan the lovely Bane, the finifh’d Maid; 





To the immortal Gods and Men convey’d, 


Gracefu] by Pallas drefs’d the Virgin trod, 


And feem’d a Bleffing or for Man or God: 
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Soan as they fee th’ inevitable Snare, 








They praife the Artift, and:.admire the Fair; 


From her, the fatal Guile, a Sex derives 





To Men pernicious, and contraéts their Lives, 


The fofter Kind, a falfe alluring Train,. 


Tempting to Joys which ever end with Pain;,. 





Never beheld with the penurious Race,- 


But ever feen where Lux’ry fhews her Face 





As Drones, opprefflive Habitants of Hives,, 880. 
Owe to the Labour of the Bees their Lives, 
Whofe Work ts always with the Day begun, 


And neyer. ends but with the {eting Sun, 





From Flowr to Flowr they rove, and loaded Home 








Return, to build the white the waxen Comb,. 





Vthne 





The Tutocoeny. 
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While lazy the luxurious Race remain 
Within, and of their Toils enjoy the Gain; 
So Woman, by the Thund’rer’s hard Decree, 


And wretched Man, are like the Drone and Bee : 


890 





And if Poffeffions large have blefs’d his Life, 


He dys, and proves perhaps the Source of Strife, 








A diftant Kindred, far ally’d in Blood, | 





His Honour plight, and join the mutual Ty, 


And 





And fhould the Partner of his Bofom prove 


A chaft and prudent Matron, worthy Love, 





Yet he would find this chaft this pradent Wife 


The Kapre author of a checquer’d Life: 





But fhould he, wretched Man, a Ny:snph embrace, 

A ftubborn Confort, of a ftubborn Race, 

Poor hamper’d Slave how muft he drag the Chain! 

His Mind, his Breaft, his Heart, o’ercharg’d with Pain! 
What congregated Woes muft he endure ! 

What Ills on Ills which will admit no Cure ! 

Th’ Omnipotence of Fove in all we fee, 

Whom none eludes, and what he wills muft be: 

Not thou, to none injurious, Faphet’s Son, 

With all thy Wifdom, could his Anger fhun ;. 


His 
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His Rage you fuffer’d, and confefs’d his Powr, 
Chain’d in hard Durance in the penal Hour. 


The Brothers Brzareus and Cottus lay, 





With Gyges, bound in Chains, remov'd trom Day, 


By their hard-hearted Sire, who with Surprize 
| Size : 
View’d their vaft Strength, their Form, and monftrous 





In the remoteft Parts of Earth confin’d 
They fat, and filent Sorrows wreck’d their Mind; 
Till by th’ Advice of Earth, and Aid of Jove, 


With other Gods, the Fruits of Saturn's Love 





With Rhea beauteous drefs’d, they broke the Cham, 


And from their Dungeons burft to Light again. 


Earth told them all, from a prophetic Light, 





How Gods encount’ring Gods fhould meet in Fight, 
To 
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Te them foretold, who ftood devoid of Fear, 


Their Hour of Vidt’ry and Renown was near; 
‘The Titans, and Saturnian Race, from far 930 
Shoula wage 2 dreadful and a ten Years War. 
The Zstans bold on lofty Otbrys ftand, 
And bravely glortous dare the Thund'’'rers Hand; 
The Gods from Saturn {prung ally their Powr ; 
(Gods Rhea bore him in a fatal Hour.) 935 
From high Olympus they like Gods engage, 
And dauntlefs face, like Gods, Tztanzan Rage. 


In the dire Conflict neither Party gains, 


In equaT Ballance long the War remains; 





At laft by Truce each Soul immortal refts, 





Each God on Neétar and Ambrofia feafts ; 





L 





Thicir Spirits Nectar and Ambrofia raile, 


And fire their generous Breafts to Acts of Praife; — 
To whom, the Banquet o'er, in Council join’d, 


The Sire of Gods and Men exprefi’d his Mind. 


| defcend, 
Gods whé from Earth and Heav’n, great Rife, 








To what my Heart commands tg fpeak attend : 





For Vitry long, and Empire, have we ftrove, 
Long have ye battel’d in Defence of Jove; 
950 ‘To War again, invincible your Might, 
And dare the 7ztans to the dreadful Fight; 
Of Friendfhip ftrict obferve the facred Charms, 


Be that the Cement of the Gods in Arms >; 


Grateful remember, when in Chains ye lay, 


952 From Darkneís Jove redeem’d ye to the Day. 





He 
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He fpoke, and Cottus to the God replys; 
© venerable Sire, in Council wife, 
Who freed Immortals from a State of°Woe, 


Of what yotir utter well the Truth we know: 
Refcu’d from Chains and Darknefs here we ftand, 
O Son of Saturn, by thy powrful Hand ; 

Nor will we, King, the Raye of War decline, 
‘Till Powr, indifputable Powr, is thine ; 

The Right of Conqueft fhall confirm thy Sway, 


And teach the Zztans whom they muft obey. 





He_ends, the reft affent to what he fays, 
And fhe Gods thank him with the Voice of Praife;. 


He more than ever feels himfelf infpir’d, 


And his Mind burns with Love of Glory fir’d. 


L 2 All 
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970 All rufh to Battle with impetuous Might, 


And Gods and Goddeffes provoke the Fight. 


The Race that Rhea to her Lord conceiv’d, 


And the 7ztanic Gods by Jove rehev d 


From Ereéus, who there in Bondage lay, 





Ally their Arms in this immortal Day. 





Each Brother fearlefs the dire Conflict ftands, 
Each rears hts fifty Heads, and hundred Hands; 


They mighty Rocks from their Foundations tore, 


And fiercely brave againft the Zztams bore. 
986 Furious and fwift the Tizan Phalanx drove, 


And both with mighty Force for Empire itreve: 


The Ogean roar’d from ev’ry Part profound, 


And the Earth bellow’d from her inmoft Groundg 


Heavy a 


eo 





y- 

i >) 
ie Ie ‘ | 
i) 


The THEBOGONY. 





Heav’n groans, and to the Gods confli@ing bends, 





And the loud Tumult high Olympus rends. 





So ftrong the Darts from God to God were hurl’d, 


The Clamotn feach’d the fubterranean World ; 


And where, with haughty Strides, each Warriour trod. 


Hell felt the Weight, and funk beneath the Gods 


All Tartarus could hear the Blows from far : 








Such was the big, the horrid, Voice of Wart 
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He walks majeftic round the ftarry Frame, 
And now the Light’nings from Olympus flame ; 
1o00 The Earth wide blazes with the Fires of Fove, 


Nor the Flafh {pares the Verdure of the Grove. 


Fierce glows the Air, the boiling Ocean roars, 





And the Seas wafh with burning Waves their Shores ; 
The dazling Vapours round the Tztams glare, 
1005 A Light too powrful for their Eyes to bear! 


One Conflagration feems to {eize on all, 


And threatens Chaos with the gen’ral Fall. 
From what their Eyes behold, and what they hear, 


The untverfal Wreck of Worlds is near ; 
Ioro Should the large Vault of Stars, the Heav'ns, defcend, 


And with the Earth in loud Confufion blend, 


Like 





The THEOGONY. S7 


Like this would feem the great tumultuous Jar: 
The Gods engag’d, fuch the big Voice of War! 


And now the battling Winds their Havock make, 


| fhake, 
Thick whirls the Duft, Aarth thy Foundations 1o15 


The Arms of Jove thick and terrific fly, 

And blaze and beflow, thro the trembling Sky ; 

Winds, Thund er, Light njng, thro both Armys drove, 

Their Courfe impetuous, from the Hands of Jove; 

Loud and ftupendous is the raging Fight, TT 
And now each warriour God exerts his Might. 

Cottus, and Briareus, who fcorn to yield, 

And Gyges panting for the martial Field, 


Foremoft the Labours of the Day encreafe, 


Nor let the Horrors of the Battle ceafe. 102= | 








They fore’d the Titans deep beneath the.Ground, 


Caft from their Pride, and in fad Burance bound ; 


1030 Far from the Surface of the Earth they ly, 


In Chains, as Earth ts diftant from the Sky ; 
From Earth the Diftance to the ftarry Frame, 
From Earth to gloomy Tartarus, the fame. 
From the high Heav’n a brafen Anvil caft, 

1035 Nine Nights and Days:tn rapid Whirls would laft, 

| hurl’d, 

And reach the Earth the tenth, whence ftrongly 
The fame the Pafiage to th’ infernal World, 


To Tart’rus; which a brafen Clofure bounds, 


And whofe blackEntrance threefoldNight furrounds; 
With 
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With Earth thy vaft Foundations cover’d o’er, TO40 
And there the Ocean’s endlefs Fountains roar : 

By cloud-eompelling Jove the Titans fell, 

And there in thi€k, in horrid, -Darknefs dwell. 


They ly confin’d, unable thence to pafs, 


The Wall and Gates by Neptune made of Brafs; 1047 


Jove's trufty Guards, Gyger and Cottus, ftand 


There, and with Brzare#s the Pafs command. 
The Entrance there, and the laft Limits, ly, 
Of Earth, the barren Main, the ftarry Sky, 


And Tart’rus; there of all the Fountains rife, 








A Sight detelti:d by immortal Eyes: 
A mighty Chafm, Horror and Darknefs here > 


' And from the Gates the Journey of a Year: 


M Here 
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Here Storms in hoarfe, in frightful, Murmurs play, 


1055 ‘The Seat of Azght, where Mifts exclude the Day. 
Before the Gates the Son of Japhet ftan¥s, 


Nor from the Skys retracts his Head or Hands > 


Where Nzght and Day thetr Courfe alternate lead ; 

Where both their Entrance make, and both recede, 
r060 Both wait the Seafon to dise& their Way, 

And fpread fucceffive.o’er the Earth their Sway. 


This chears the Eyes of Mortals with her Light > 


The Harbinger of Sleep pernicious Night : 
And here the Sons of Nzgh¢ their Manfion keep, 


8065 Sad Deitys, Death and his Brother Shep ; 





Whom, from the Dawn to the Decline of Day, 


Fhe Sun beholds not with his piercing Ray: 





On: 





One o’er the Land extends, and o'er the Seas, 


And lulls the weary’d Mind of Man to Eafe; 


That iron-hearted, and of cruel Soul, rO7vO 


Brafen his Breaft, nor can he brook Controul, 
To whom, and ne’er return, all Mortals go, 


And even to immda@rtal Gods a Foe. 





Foremoft th’ infernal Palaces are feen 


Of Pluto, and Perfephone his Queen ; 1075 


A horrid Dog, and grim, couch’d on the Floor, 
Guards, with malicious Art, the founding Door ; 
On.each, who in the Entrance firt appears, 

He fawning wags his Tail, and cocks his Ears; 


If any ftrive to meafure back the Way, 





Their Steps he watches, and devours his Prey. 


M 2 Here 
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Here Styx, a Goddets whom Immortals hate, 
The firft-born Fair of Ocean, keeps her State ;. 


From Gods remote her filver Columns rife, 
[ Skys: 


t085  Roof’d with large Rocks her Dome that fronts the 
Here, crofs fhe Main, {wift-footed Iris brings 
A Meffage feldom from the King of Kings; 
But when among the Gods Contention fpreads,. 
And in Debate divides immortal Heads, 

1o90 From Jove the Goddefs wings her rapid Flight. 
To the fam d River, and the Seat of Nzghr, 
Thence in a golden Vafe the Water bears, 


By whofe cool Streams each Powr immortal fwears. 


Styx from a facred Font her Couric derives, 


1ogs And far beneath the Earth her Paflage drives; 
Fro 
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From a ftupendous Rock defcend her Waves, 

And the black Realms of Night her Current laves = 
Could any her capacious Channels dfain, 

They’d prove «tenth of all the fpacious Main; 


Nine Parts in Mazes clear as Silver glide IIOO 





Along the Earth, or join the Ocean’s Tide ; 

The other from the Rock in Billows rowls, 

Source of Misfortune to immortal Souls. 

Who with falfe Oaths diigrace th’ olympian Bowrs, 

Incur the Punifhment of heay‘nly Powrs: TICS 


The perjur’'d God, as in the Arms of Death, 


Lethargic iys, nor feems to draw his Breatir, 


Nor him the Nectar and Ambrofia chear, 





While the Sun goes his Journey of a Year ;. 


Nor 


THEoGONYY. 











Nine tedious Years he muft an Exile rove, 
Nor join the Council, nor the Feafts, of Jove; 


The banifh’d God back in the tenth they call 


1115. To heav’nly Banquets and th’ olympian Hall. 





The Honours fuch the Gods on Styx beftow, 





Whofe living Streams thro rugged Channels flow, 


Where the Begining, and laft Limits, ly 


Of Earth, the barren Main, the ftarry Sky, 





1120 And Zart’res ; where of all the Fountains rife ; 





A Sight detefted by immortal Eyes. 
‘Th’ Inhabitants thro blazing Portals país, 


Gyver a Threfhold of e’erlafting Brafs, 





The Growth fpontancous, and Foundations deep; 

And here th’Allys of Jove their Captives keep, IILS 
The Titans, who to utter Darknefs fëll, 

And in the fartheft Parts of Chaos dwell.. 

Jove grateful gave to his auxiliar Train, 

Cottus and Gyges, Manfions in the Main; 


To Briareus, for his fuperior Might 1130 


Exerted fiercely in the dreadful Fight, 


Neptune, who fhakes the Earth, his Daughter gave, 
Cymopolia, to reward the brave. 

Vhen the great Victor God, almighty ove, 
The Titans tizom celeftial Regions drove, Ir25 


Wide Earth Typhaus bore, with Tart’rus jyoin’d; 





Her youngeft born, and bluft’ring as the Wind; 
Fit 
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Fit for moft arduous Works his brawny Hands, 
On Feet as durable as Gods he ftands ; 

r140 From Heads of Serpents hifs an*hundred ‘Tongues, 
And lick his harsh Jaws, untir'd his Lungs; 
From his dire hundred Heads his Eye-balls ftare, 
And Fire-like, dreadful to Beholders, glare ; 


Terrific from his hundred Mouths to hear, 
145 Voices of ey ry Kind torment .the Ear; 

His Utt’rance founds tike Gods in Council full; 

And now he bellows like the lordly Bull ; 


And now he roars like the ftern Beaft that reigus 





King of the Woods, and Terror of the Plains; 

x150 nd nqw, furprifing to be hear’d, he yelps, 
Like, from his ey’ry Voice, the Lyon’s Whelps; . 

Any. 





And now, fo loud a Noife tle Monfter makes, 


The loftyeft Mountain from its Bafis fhakes : 





And now Zypheus had perplex’d the Day, 





And over Men atid Gods ufurp’d the Sway, ISS 


Had not the powrful Monarch of the Skys, 


Of Men and Gods the Sire, great ove the wife, 





Againft the Foe his hoteft Vengeance hurl’d, 
Which blaz’d and thunder’d throth’ ethereal World; 


Thro Land and Main the Bolts red hiffing fell, 1160 


And thro old Ocean reach’d the Gates of Hed. 
Th’Almighty rifing made Olympus nod, 
And the Eann groan’d beneath the vengeful God. 


- Hoarfe thro the cerule Main the Thunder rowl’d, 





Thro which the Licht ning flew, both uncontroul’d; x165 





N Fire 






And beat with burning Waves the burning Shore ; 
The Tumult of the Gods was hear’d afar: 


1170 How hard to kay this Hurricane of War! 


The God who o’er the Dead infernal reigns, 


E’en Plate, trembled in his dark Domains; 


Dire Horror feiz’d the rebel Titan Band, 


In Tartarus who round their Saturn fttand : 


1175 But, Fove at laft collected all his Might, 


With Light’ning arm’d, and Thunder, for the Fight, 





With Strides majeftic from Ofympus ftrode ; 


What Powr is able now to face the God! 





93 
The Flafh obedient executes his Ire; 
The Giant blazes with vindictive Fire; Itso 
From ev ry Head a diff’rent Flame afcends ; 
The Monfter t¢llows, and Olympus bends: 
The God repeats his Blows, beneath cach Wound 
All maim’d the Giant falls, and groans the Ground. 
Fierce flafhthe Light’nings from the Hands of Jove, 118; 
The Mountains burn, and crackles ev’ry Grove. 
The melted Earth floats from her inmoft Caves, 
As from the Furnace run metallic Waves: 
Under the Caverns of the facred Ground, 
Where Jukas works, and reftkefs Anvilsfound, trgo 
Beneath the Hand divine the Iron grows 
Vugtile, and liquid from the Furnace flows : 


N 2 So 
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So the Earth melted: and the Giant fell, 
Plung’d by the Arms of mighty Jove to Hell. 


1195 Typheus bore the rapid Winds which fly 





With Tempefts wing’d, and darken all the Sky; 





But from the bounteous Gods derive their Birth 


The Gales which breathe frugtferous to Earth, 


The South, the North, and the fwift Weffern Wind, 


y200 Which ever blow to profit human Kind : 


Thofe from 7ypheus {prung, an ufelefs Train, 


To Men pernicious, blufter o’er the Main; 





With thick and fable Clouds they veil the Deep, 





And now deftrudtive crofs the Ocean fweep. 





1205 The Mariner with Dread beholds from far 





The gath’ring Storms, and elemental War; 
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His Bask the furious Blaft and Billows rend ; 








And Remedy to this they none can find, 


Who are refolvy’d-to trade by Sea and Wind. 

On Land in Whirlwinds, or unkindly Showrs, | 
They blaft the lovely Fruits and blooming Flowrs; 
O’er Sea and Land the bluft’ring Tyrants reign, 


And make of earth-born Men the Labours vain. 





And now the Gods, who fought for endleis Fame, 
The God of Gods almighty Jove proclaim 
As Earth advis'd: nor reigns olympian Jove 


Ingrate to them who with the Zztans ftrove; 


IOI 


I2IO 
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On thofe who war’d beneath his wide Command 


He Honours heaps with an impartial Hand. 
And now the King of Gods, Jove, Metis led, 
The wifeft fair one, to the genial Bed ; 
1225 Who with the blue-ey’d Virgin fruitful proves, 
Minerva, Pledge of their celeftial Loves; 


The Sire, from what kind Zarth and Heav’n reyeal’d, 





Artful the Matron in himfelf conceal’d, 


From her it was decreed a Race fhould rife 


1230 That would ufurp the Kingdom of the Skys: 





And firft the Virgin with her azure Eyes, 


Equabin Strength and as her Father wife, 
is born, the Offsprihg of th’Almighty’s Brat 


Ana Metis by the God conceiy’d again, 


© 
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A Son decreed to reign o’er Heav’n and Earth, 
Had not the Sire deftroy’d the mighty Birth : 
He made the Goddefs in himfelf refide, 
To be in ev’ry Ac th’ eternal Guide. 

The Hours to Jove did lovely Themis bear, 
Eunomie, “Dice, and Irene fair; 


O’er human Labours they the Powr poffeds, 





With Seafons kind the Fruits of Earth to blefs. 


She by the thund’ring God conceiv’d again, 
And fuffer’d for the Fates the rending Pain; 
Clatho and Lachefis to whom we owe, 


With Atropos, our Shares of Joy or Wee 
This Honour they receiv’d from Jove the wife, 


The mighty Sire, the Ruler of the Skys. 





Eurynome, 


I235 
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Eurynome, from Ocean {prung, to fove 





Aglaia, and Luphrofyne the fair, 


And thou Thaka of a graceful Air; 


From the bright Eyes of thefe fuch Charm: proceed 
As make the Hearts of all Beholders bleed. 

1255 He Ceres next, a bounteous Goddefs, led 
To tafte the Pleafures of the genial Bed 


To him fair-arm’d Per/éphone fhe bore, 


Whom Pato rayifh’d from her native Shore; 


The mournful Dame he of her Child bereft, 


1260 But tro Whe Sire affented to the Theft. 





Mnemofyne his Breat with Love infpires, 
The fair-trefs’d Obje&@ of the God's Defires ; 


Of 
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Of whom the Mufès, tuneful nine, are born, 
Whoíe Biows rich Diadems of Gold adorn ; 
To them 'uninterrupted Joys belong, 12:5 


Them the gay Féaft delights, and facred Song. 
Latona bore, the Fruits of Fove’s embrace, 

The lovely ft Offsprings of th’ ethereal Race ; 

She fox Apollo felt the child-bed Throw ; 

And, Artemis, for Thee who twang the Bow. 12709 
Laft Funo fills th’ almigt.ty Monarch’s Arms, 

A blooming Confort, and replete with Charms 5 

From her Lucina, Mars, and Hebe, fpring; 

Their Sire of Gods the God, of Kings she “ing. 
Mimerva, Goddefs of the martial ‘Train, iiye 

WhcmWars delight,fprung fromth’ Almighty’sBrain; 


O The 
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T'he 


The reyrend Dame, unconquerable Maid, 
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The Battle ronfes, of no Powr afraid. 


Funo, proud Goddefs, with her Confo¥ ove] 


tz8o And foon conceiv’d without the Joys of Love; 





a 
Thee fhe produc’d without the Aid of /ove, | 
Vulcan, who far-in ev’ry Art excel 

The Gods who in celeftial Manfions dwell. 


To Neptune beauteous Amphitrite bore 


12385 Triton, dread God, wno makes the Surges roar 3: 


Who dwells in Seats of Gold beneath the. Main, 
Where Neptune and fair Amphitrite reign. 
To Afaxs, wha. pierces with his Spear the Shield, 


Terror and. Fear did Cytherea. yield 3 
Dire 





Dire Brothers who in War Diforder fpread, 
Break the thick Phalanx, and encreefe the Dead; 
They wait in ey’ry Act their Father’s Call, 

By whofe {trong Hand the proudeft Citys fall: 
Harmoni z, {prung from that immortal Bed, 

Was to the Scene of Love by Cadmus led. 

Maia, of Atlas born, and mighty Jove, 
Join in the facred Bands of mutual Love; 
From whom behold the giorious Hermes rife, 


A God renown’d, the Herald of the Skys. 


“Cadmean Simele, a mortal Dime, 
Gave to th’Almighty’s Love a child-oi_ Fame, 
Bacchus, from whom our chearful Spirits flow, 


Mother and Son alike immortal now. 


O The 
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The mighty Hercules Alcmene bore 


1305 To the great God who makes the Thunder roar. | 


Lame Vutcan made Aglaza fair his Bride 





The youngeft Grace, and in her blooming Pride, 
Bacchus, confpicuous with his golden Hair, 
Thee Ariadne weds, a beauteous Fair, 
13Jo From Mzuos fprung, whom mighty Jove the Sage 
Allows to charm her Lord exempt from Age. 


Great Hercules, who with Misfortunes ftrove 


Long, is rewarded with a virtuous Love, 





Hebe, the Daughter of the thund’ring God, 
1315 By his tair Conío:it Juno golden fhod; 
Thrice happy he {afe from his Toils to rife, 


And ever young a God to grace the Skys! 


From 
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From the bright Suz, and Thee Per/ezs, {pring, 





Fam’d Offsprings, Circe, and c Zetes King. 
cZ efes Thee, beauteous Ldya, led, 1320 
Daughter of Ocean, to the genial Bed; 
| crown d ; 
And witl. th’Applaufe of Heav’n thy Loves were 
From whom Medea fprung, a Fair renown’d. 

Ala hail olympian Maids, harmonious Nine, 
Daughters, of OF gis-bearing “ove, divine, 225 
Forfake the Land, forfake the briny Main, 

The Gods and Goddeffes, celeftial Train ; 
Ye Mu/fes each immortal Fair record 
Who deign’d to revel with a riortal, Lord, ~ 


In whofe illuftrious Offsprings all might trace 1330 


The glorious Likenefs of a godlike Race. 


Tefen, 
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Jafon, an Hero thro the World renown’d, 





“Was with the joyous Love of Ceres crown’d; 
Their Joys they ated in a fertile Soil 
Of Crete, which thrice had bore the Plowman’s Toil; 
Of them was Plutus born, who fpreads his Hand, 


Difperfing Wealth, o’er all the Sea and Land; 





Happy the Man who in his Favour liver 
Riches to him, and all their Joys, he gives. 


Cadmus Harmonia \ov’d, the fair and young, 





A fruitful Dame, from golden Venus fprung ; 


Ino, and Simele, Agaue fair, | 
And Thee Autonoe thy Lover’s Care, > 
Young Ariffeus with his comely Hair, l 


She 
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She bore; and Polydore compleats the Race, 1345 
Born in the Walls of Thebes a ftately Place. 


The. Yrave Chryfaor Thee, Callzroe, led, 


Daughter of Ocean, to the genial Bed; 





Whence treryon {prung fierce with his triple Head ; 


D- 





Whom Hercules lay’d breathlefs on the Ground; 1350 
In A7ytéla which the Waves furround ; 

By his rong Arm the mighty Giant flain, 

The Hero drove his Oxen crofs the Main» 


Two royal Sons were to 7zthonus born, 


OF Thee, Aurora, Goddefs of*the Morn; wk 3 55 
Hemathion from whom and Mesznon pring, 


Known by his brafen Helm was Æthiop’s King. 





Pregnant 
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Pregnant by Cephalus the Goddefs proves, 
A Son of high Renown rewards their Loves; 
In Form like the Poffeffors of the Skys, 
Great Phaethon; whom with defiring Eyes 
Fair Aphrodite views: in blooming Days 


She to her facred Fane the Youth conveys 5 





Inhabitant divine he there remain‘d, 
His Task noéturnal by the Fair ordain‘d. 

When Pelies, haughty Prince of wide Command, 
Of much th’Atchiever with an impious Hand, 
Succefs .attending..kis injurious Mind, 

Gave the [well’d Mils to fly before the Wind, 
JE fouider, fach Gods were thy Decrees, 


The Daughter of Æetes crofs the Scas 


Rapd 
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Ran’d from her Sire; the Hero much endurd 





E’re in his Veffel he the Fait fecur’d: 





Her to focus, in her youthful Pride, 
He bore, and there poffefs’'d the charming Bride: 
To Fafon her efpous’d, the lovely Dame 


Medeus yields, Pledge of the Monarch’s Flame; 





Whom Chzron artful by his Precepts fway’d : 
Thus was the Will of mighty Jove obey’d. 
The Nereid P famathe did Phocus bear 


To Æacus, herfelf excelling fair. 


To Peleus Thetis, filyer-footed Dame, 


Achilles bore, in War a mighty Name. 


Fair Cytherea ever flufh’d with Charms, 





Refign’d them to a mortal Hero’s Arms: 


x To 
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To Thee, Axnchifes, the celeftial Bride 





Æneas bore high in the Shades of Ide.. 


Circe, the Daughter of the Se, inclin’d 





To Thee, “U4 ffes, of a patient Mind; - 
"390 Hence Agrion fprung, and hence Latins came, 


A valiant Hero, and a fpotlefs Name: 





‘The facred Iles were by the Brothers fyay’d, 
And them the Zyrrbenes, Men rerown’d, obey’d, 
Celypfo-with the Sage indulg’d her Flame 3 
3395 From them Nasfithous and Naufinous came. 
Thus each immortal Fair the Nine record 
Whe deign’'d to rewel with a mortal Lord, 


In whofe ifuitrious Offsprings all might trace 





The glorious Likenefs of a godlike Race: 








ims 
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Afid now, olympian Maids, harmonious Nine, 





Daughters, of Aigis-bearing Jove, divine, 
Ir lating Song the mortal Dames rehearfe, 


Let the bright Belles of Earth adorn the Vertie- 





The End of the 'Theogony. 


























if 
SHALL refer the Reader to what I have 


1 


fa fed, in the fecond and forth Se€&tions of my 








fome Thoughts on Invocations. In this of onr 
Poet, I believe I may venture to fay, is more of 
the Enthufiafm than in any Invocation cither an- 
tent or modern. Here he takes an Occ&fien to 


Cele. 





celebrate the Offices and Powr of the Mufes, and 
to. give a dhort Repetition of the greater Deitys 
To whar End is this grand Affembly of divine 
Perfonages introduced? To infpire the Poet with 
Thoughts fuitable to the Dignity of their Charac- 
ters; and, by raifing his Imagination to fuch a 
Height as to bélieve they prefide over his La- 
bours, he becomes the Amanuenfis of the Gods. 
The Alufes, fays the Earl cf Shaftsbury, in his 
Letter concerning Enthufiafn, were JÒ many di- 
vine Perfons in the heathen Creed. If the In- 
vocation on thefe Goddeffes was fincere how great 
muft be their Influence over their Poet! but I fhall 
not infift on the Neceflity of an umfeigned Benef, 
fince excellent may be theeWork on the Sappo- 
fition of a Falfehood being true. The noble Writer 
whom I have here quoted, has in that Difcourfe 
elegantly fhewed the Neceffity and. Beauty of En- 
thufiafm in Poetry. 





| 2. 
2 Helicon. 
A Mountain in Le@otiza, fo called from the Phe 
niczan Word bbalik, œ hhalitkon, which fignifys 
a high Mountain. Bochart, in his Chan. Book T, 
Chap. 16, fhews that B@wotia was full of Phæni- 
cian Names and Colonys. Le Clerc. See farther 
in khe Works and Days, Book I, Note 2. Pau- 
fanias, in his Be@otics, fays Helicon excells all the 
Mountains in Greece in the Abundance and Vir- 
tues of the Trees which grow on it: he likewife 


tclls us it produces no letiferous Herbs or Roots. 
3. Now 














rs Nous round the fable F ont. Xc. 


Grevius and Le Clerc both agrec in this Read- 





Word beMg ufed to the Sea, Rivers, and Foun- 
tains; bs. which Epithet, fay they, they exprefled 
the Depth and Plenty of the Water. 


4. 





8 Permeffus. 


Paufanias, and Tze’tzes after him, reads it Zer- 
meffus; but this may proceed from their Ignorance 
of the Radix, which, fays Le Clerc, is the Phæ- 
mscian Word pheer-metfo, the Interpretation of 


which is a pure Founta’n. This River is at the 
Foot of Helicon. 











9 Hippocrene. 








33 








The Phenician Word is hhob-maio, {wect Water 
Le Clerc. 
- T. 


In Praife of FEgis-bearing Jove. 
I {håll here obferve once for all that the Poet 





Venus charming with the bending Brow. 


Some tranflate this Paffage ntgris Oculis, and 
Le Clerc choofes bandis I would corre& them, 






"the 


This Extravagance in our Poet has been the Sub- 
ject of Satire ta fome; but Lucian has been the 


moft 
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Moft fevere in his Dialogue betwixt Himf:ıf and 
¥lefiod. Ovid has an Allufion to this Paflage in 
the Begining of his Art of Love; which Dryden 
hrds thus tranflated. 


-Nor Clio, gor ber Sifters, have I feen, 
As Heftod faw them in the fhady Green. 


This Fiight, however extravagant it may feem 
to fome, certainly adds a Grace to the Poem; and 
whoever confults ‘he nineteenth Ode of the fecond 
Book, and the for rth of the third Sook, of Horace, 
will find this $f of Enthufiafm carryed to a great 


Height. 
IO. 


46 Or give the Face of Truth to what we fegn. 


The Poct here, from the foutn of the Mufe, 
prepares the Reader for what he ts to expect. Tho 
he prop fes to give an hiftorical and phyfical Re- 
lation £ the Generation of the Gods, according to 
2€ received Opinion, yet Sup plys from Invention 
are neceffary to make the Wori: agreeable -as 2 
Poem. 





| 
50 The laurel Enfign never fading Green. 





Le Clerc has a long Note on this Verie, from 
Claud. Salmafius, proving the Rhapfodifts to be fo 
Q 2 called 











NOTES to the 


called >m re ex€ds, from finging with a Bough ‘1 
their Handg, in Imitation of the antient a 


which Bough was of Laurel: but why of Lavel 
before any other? The Scholiaft Tzetzes gives 
two very good Reafons; firft, fays he, the Poet 
makes the Scepter which he received from the 


Mufes of Laurel, becaufe Helicon, the Place on 
which they, prefented it, abounds w vith that Trees 


fecondly, as the Laurel is ever arec, it is the 


moft proper Emblem of Works of Genius, which 
never fade. 











J 2. 
59 But where, O! where, inchanted do I rove, Xc. 


_ Exactly the fame is the Flight in the fourth 
Ode of the third Book of Horace. 


an Me ludit amabilis 
Infania? Audire ©, videor, pios 
Errare per Lutos, amene 


Quos ®© Aque fubeumt, & Aure! 


The Senfe of which, in fhort, is this: am I a- 


greeably deluded, while I feem to wander thro 
poetic Scenes ! And again, 


Quo 
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Quo Me, Bacche, repis tui 





Plenum! Que in Nemora, aut. guos, agor, 
in Specus, 


Velox Mente nowa! Lib: 3. Ou. 3p. 


lt is wortt. obferving the beft Poets are generally 
moit poetical in their Invocations, or, in other 
Parts, Where a Deity is introduced; for then they 
icem to be orerpowred with the Infpiration;, but 
here the fine Iņmagınation, and exaited Gentius, are 
moft required, that while Fancy takes her futl 
St¥etch in Fig lon, it may feem the real Numinis 


Afiatus. 
I 3. 


68 Joves Palace laughs. 


Le Clerc judicioufly obferves, that the Peets 
frequently make inanimate Beings affected or with 
Joy or Grief, when there is Reafon for either; that 
w imay be fayed, even inanimate Beings are moved. 
This, I think, is a Boldnefs feldom pratticed but 
by the beft Poets; and moft frequently among the 
Antients. We find it with as much Succeis as any 
where in the: poetical Porte of the old Teftament. 


The Valleys fhall ftand fo thick witlhCorn that 
they fhall laugh and. fing. Plalm 65, Verte r4. 





> ? 
Egt- 








The wide Earth laugh’d, and the-~deep Sea repoic a 


Tibi rident A®quora Ponti. Aycret. 
To Thee the Waters of the Ocean Jmile. 


I give thefe three Quotations to haw asthe La- 
tin were Followers of the Greek Poets, it is not 
unlikely the Greek might imitate the Stile of the 


eaftern Writers in many Plages. 


I 4. 


MNEMOSYNE, # the PIERIAN Grove, &Kc. 


Muemofyne, the fame with Memory, ts here 
made a Perfon, and the Mother of the Mfes; 


which, with the Ftymology of the Word Piewéa 
which Le Clerc tells Us is, in the Phoenician 
Tongue, Fruitfulnefs, and the fecond Note to the 
firft Book of the Works and Days, will let Us 
clearly into the poetical Meaning of the Parents 
and Birthplace of the Mu/fes. The fame Critic 
derives tht Word Mufè from the Phenician Word 


Motfa2 the feminine for Inventor. See farther in 
the Dzifcourfe, Xc. 
It 




















ws 





It will now be proper to enquire into the Reafon 


of the Poet making Muemo/yne Emprefs,.of /eu- 
vier. LEleuther isa Part of Beotia fo called from 
a Prince of that Name: here, fays Tzetzes, the 
Pom-endeavours to add a Glory to his Country; | 
fos tho the Afufes :hemfelves were born on P zerta, 


P 


he makes their 7Motner a Bæotian. Pieria is the 
Name of a Mountain, and a Country lying beneath 
it, bounded on the North with Thefaly, and on 
the South with Macedon. Le Clerc derives the 
Word Eleuther from the Phenician Word Hale- 
thir, a high Place from which we may fee afar off ; 
which Word is a Compound of halab to afcend, 
and ¢eur to fee atar off. The Reader muft here 
obferve that great Part df the Art of this Poem 
depends on the Etymology of the Words, and on 
the Profopopezas. PL UTARCH, in his Rules for 
the Education of Children, has obferved that the 
Mythologifts have judicioufly made Muemofyne 
the Mother of the Mafes, intimating chat Nothing 
fo much cherifhes Learning as the Memory. 


be: 





96 Olympus. 


_ A Mountain in Theffaly, which, for the extra- 
ordinary Height, is often ufed for Heaven. 


sd 


164, Not. 








Companions for the Mafes for the Gitts of the 
Mufes are ef little Value w ithout Grace and Love: 
and at Banquets Love and good Manñers, which 
are implyed by the Graces, compote the Harmony. 
T et x 


I7. 
Great Jove, thetr Sire, who rules th ethereal 
Plains, &c. 








Le Clerc here raifé a Difficulty, and I think 
without Reafon; he {ays the Poet fo confounds the 


Man jupiter with the God, that he knows not 
how to account or it. The Post could defign no 


other but the fupreme Being; firft for the Henour 
of Poetry, as appears from {fome following Verfes,- 
and: fecondly becaufe God is the Source of all 
Wifdom, he is the Eather of the Mufès, who pre- 


fide over the principal Arts. 





18. Cho, 





‘The Names of the Me/es, and they Derivations. 
Clio from x ?.éi0 tb celebrate, to render glorious. 
Melpomene from piàropari to fing or warble. Ez-. 
terpe from ev and réprw to delight weil. Terp/i- 
chore from tiprw to delight, and yeess a Choir.. 
Erato from é¢pxw to love. Thalia from Series 
Banquetsy or Same to flourifh, Polymnia from 
gwoavs many, and‘dju»Q- a Song or Hymn. ‘Ura- 
nia from aiegws Heaven. Calliope from xanros 

Our Poet attrrbutes 























I Q. 
ers To him their Julge, Xc. 








Le Clerc teils Us, from Dionyfius Halicarnaf- » 


fèus, that, at firft, all the<&eys in Greece looked 


on their Kings as their Judges to determine ałl con- 
troverted Points; and „he was efteemed the beft 


King who was the beft Judge, and the ftricte# 
Obferver of the Laws: for the Certainty of this 
we need no better a than. our own Poet, 

; and 
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and particularly in his Works and Days : it i 
worth obfesving how very careful he is te infpire. 
his Readers wth Sentiments of Refpect and’ Dignity 
towards their Rulers; and to encreafe our R¢ve- 
rence for them he derives them from the great Ruler 


of the Univerfe; and from the fame Origin are the 
Mufes; all which muft be thus underftood, the 
Prince owes all his regal Honours and Powr to 
the fupreme Being, and no lefs than almighty Aid | 
is neceflary to make a good Poet. I can add 
Nothing more proper to what I have fayed con- 


cerning Princes, their Office, and Derivation of 
their Powr, than the firft three Verfes of the faxth 
Chapter of the Wifdom of SoLomMon. Hear. 
therefore, O ye Kings, and underfland, learn ye 
that be Judges of the Ends of the Earth. Give 
Ear, you that rule the People, and glory in the 
Multitude of Nations; for Powr is given you of 
thé Lord, and Sovereigety from the bigheft, who 
Shall try your Works, and fearch out your Coun- 


fets. 























20 
x56 Is there a Man by rifing Woes opprefè d, X. 








This and the nine fetfowing Verfes are by fome 
attributed to Homer, among the Fragments of that 


Poet; where the Miftake lys I cannot tell; but I 
fhall hère take an Occafion to account, in general, 


for feveral Verfes in the Iliad, Odyffes, the 
Works and “Days, and the Theogoxy, being a- 


like: they are either fych as where they mentiog 
“the 
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the Pleiades, Hyades, 2nd Oriow, Confteilations 
Which were moft took Notice of by the old #Pocts, 
‘and the Names of which naturally ‘yn into an 
Hexameter Verfe; or fuch as were common or 
proverbial Sayings of the Times; which Circum- 
{tances render it very poffible for diverie to Lave 
wrote the fame Lines without one ever feeing the 
Works of the other. I am perfuaded that all, or 
moft of, the fimilar Pafflages in thefe two-- Poets 
are of this Nature. If therefore fome of the old 
Scholiafts and Consmentators had throughly con- 
fidered this, they would not have had fo many 
Impertinencys in their Remarks as they have. 





ji 2 [ $ 
nourifb’d by the briny MAIN. 
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I know not how this is to be took but prxyfi-_ 
cally; if we fuppofe all Things to be the Offsprings 
of Chaos, which are all natural Beings, they may 
properly be fayed to be nourifh’d by the Main, 
that is by prolific Humor. In this Senfe Milton 

in the feventh Book of his Paradifè loft, judici. 
oufly ufes the Word, {peaking of the Creation. 








Over all the race of the Earth 
Main Ocean flow d, not idle, but with warm 
Prolific Humor, foft ning all her Glebe, 


Fermenting the great Mother to conceive. 


Rā 22. CHAOS, 





In my Interpretation of the Generation cf the 
Deitys I fhall chiefly have Regard to the phy fical 
Meanings; fuch Pafflages as I leave unobferved 
are- what any Reader with little Trouble may clear 
to himfelf aftér he has feen my Explanations of the 
moft material. 





This Fable, fays Lord Bacon, in his Wifgom 
of the Antients, {peaking of HEAVEN, fcems to 


contain an ZEnigma of the Orizin of Things, not 
much different from the Truth of the divine Word, 


which tells Us of a deformed Matter before the 
Works of the fix Days. To this Eternity of con- 


fufed Matter A/z/toz alludes in the feventh Book 
of his Paradzfe loft. 


far into CHAes, aud the World uxborn. 


2 3- 
IQI ——— the wide bofom’d EARTH 


w 


The Seat fecure of all the Gods, &c. 








Plata in his Phado, fays the Earth was the 
Seat- and Foundation of the Gods, aeSardrey he 
calls them, to ihew thag the Gods were once pre- 
feryed with pious Men. getz. This is ftrange 


Phis 
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Philofophy, to imagine any Beings to have a Be- 
sfning, and yet immutable and immortal from 
fheir fir Rife; but it is apparent that. the Poet 
makes Matter precede all Things, even the Gods. 
Gufetus judges the next Verte to be fuppofititious. 





with the Earth, becaufe it is feigned to be in the 
inmoft Receffes of the Earth. The Word Tartarus 


is derived from the Phenictan tarabhtarahh, the 
Radix of which is the Hebrew and Arabic tarahh 


which fignifys he created Trouble. Le Clerc. 


26. 
196 And hence does Love hes antient Lineage 
LY aCe. 











This Fable alludes to, and enters into, the fyagte, 
of Nature. Love feems- to be the Appetite, or 
Stimulation, of the firt Matter, or, to {peak more 


intelligibly, the natural Motion of the Atom, Ld. 
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ERE BUS, black Sox, from CH Aos came, 
Born with his Sifter Ntcurt. a 


© 


It is rightly obferved that ‘Darknefs was over 
all till the Sky was illumined by the Sun and 
the-tars; Chaos therefore brought forth Darknefs 
and Night. °7zetz. Before any Thing appeared 
all was ereb or erbo, Darknefs or Night; the 
{fame is the Account Mo/fes gives Us. Le Clerc. 


21: 
NıGHĦHT bore, the Produce of ber am rous Play 
With ErEBUS, the Sxy and chearful Day. 








I believe the Word Aigs%p does not mean the 
chief, or material, Part of the Air, but is the fame 
with A:iSefa Serenity. Le Clerc. So Night and 


“Darknefs are properly fayed to be the Parents 
of “Day and Serenity. | 











23. 


206 EARTH frft an Equal to herfelf in Fame 
Brought forth, 
The fpacious HEAV'N, Xc. -` 
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All the Poet means is, that Earth appeared 
before the Firmament which furrounds it. Similar 
to this ig the Defcription 24%*/ton gives- of the 


Offsprings of Earth. 








God fay’d, 
Be gather’d now ye Waters under HEAV N, 
Into one Place, and let dry Land appear, 














Immediately the Montans huge appear 
Emergent, and their broad bare Backs upheave 


Into the Clouds. | Book 7. 


Let us now confider the Difference betwixt Ilé- 


ray ON OT [lorlG-. and Q xeavos, which I render the 
Sea and the Ocean, and why the Sea is fayed to 


be from Earth only, and the Ocean from Earth 
and Heaven. That Part of the Ocean is generally 
agreed to be called Sega which takes a Name from 
any Country or particular Circumftance; the O- 
cean, “Diodorus Siculus wells Us, in his firt Book, 
comprehends, according to the Opinion of the 
Antients, all Moifture which nourifhes the Uni- 
verfe ; and Stephens quotes many Authoritys co 
fhew it was always uied in that Senfe; I fhall 
content Myfelf with one from Homer, and ano- 
ther from Pizzy. 


h 


=y 
EE ouzrep waves To ano, % MATH KK aos, 





Kas magai xplwat, Ke. 
From 
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From which are derived all Rivers, every Sea, 
and all Fountains. 


The Ocean, fays Pliny, is the Receptacle of all 
Waters, and from which ali Waters flow; it is 
that which teeds the Clouds and the very Stars. 


2 9. 
214 Lhe Offsprings of Heaven awd Earth. 


Le Clerc is inclined to think that thefe Names 
are fome of real Peafons, and’ fome only peetical, 
as Themis and Muemofyn@ which are Juftice and 
Memory. The fame Critic might have quoted 
Plutarch to countenance this Opinion, who names 
for real Perfons Cæus, Creus, Hyperion, and Ja- 
pet: nor is it unreafonable to believe the Poet 
defigned fome as Perfdns, for without fuch to 
meafure Time Saturn, or KesxG., which fignifys 
Time, would be’ introduced with Impropriety. 





The Etymologys of the Names of the Cyclops 
are litterally expreflive of their Nature. The ge- 
eral Name to all is from xvxa@. a Circle and 
w4 an Eye; Brontes ftom Besyrn Thunder, Ste- 
ropes from ‘Astegrn Brightnefs, Arges from ’Apyos 
white, fpolendid, fwift. Apollodorus varys from 
our Poet in one of the Names of the Cyclops ; 
infttad of “Apyn he calls htm Aprn. It has been 
often remarked that Homer, Hefiod, Apollodorus, 


and 
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and other Mythologifts, frequently differ in Names: 

XU here give one Inftance, from many Obfervations 
which $ have made, of their not differing in Senfe 
tho in Name; for as fwift, <> fplendid,“is a pro- 
per Epithet for Lightning, Apr^, a Fork, is as fig- 
nificant a Name for-one of the Cyclops as A’pyn. 








Cottus, Gyges, and Briareus. Grevius, will 
have thefe three to be Men, and Robbers; , he 
fays the Antients intended, by the tesrible Dekrip- 
tion of their many Heads and Hands, to exprefs 
their Violence, Ferocity; and Injuftice. The Scho- 
liaft Tzetzes fays they are turbulent Winds; which 
phyfical Interpretation feems moft agreeable to 
Me; their Heads and Hands well exprefs their 
Rage; their being imprifoned by their Father in 
the Bowels of the Earth, and relieved by their 
Mother in Procefs of Time, which is the Mean- 
ing of Saturn releafing them, is all pertinent to 
the Winds. I am not irfenfible of.an Obje@tion 
that may be ftarted, in this Explication, from the 
Manner in which they are made Part of the War 
with the Gods; but we are to confider that the 
Poet does not confine himfelf to dire& phyfical 
Truth; for which Reafon he prepared his Readers 
for a Mixture of Fiction, from“the Mouth wf the. 
Mufe, in the Begining of- the Poem. | 



























Let Us come to the Explanation of the Con- 
{piracy of Earth and Saturu againft Heaven. 
Tezetzes, Gusetus, and Le Clerc, have this Gon- 

S jecture 
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of his Father, and his right to the Inftrument. 
The Giants and Nymphs, 











Traffick with foreign Countrys. 


Venus, fays Ld. Bacon, is defigned to exprefs 
the Concord of Things. 


Heaven called his Sons Zztaus from titdivw to 
revenge: his Prophecy may allude to the Diftur- 
bances in the World which were the Effects of 


Plenty and Luxury. 


How monftrous does this Story feem in the 

s ext Certainly the Author muft have iome 
phyfical Meaning in View; and what more pro- 
bable chan the fait we have produced; this alle- 
gorical Wa, of writing will ceafe to be a Won- 
der, when we confider the Cuftom of the Times, 
and the Love the Anticnts bore to Fables; agd 
We 
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we muft think ourfelves happy that we can at- 
tain fuch Light into them as we have, fince we 
are divided by fuch Length ot Time froth the firft 
Inventors; and feeing the poetical Embellifhments 
fince added to them have rendered them more 





obícure : but of this I fhall {peak more. largely 


in my Difcourfe at the End. 


30. 


325 ThaOffsprings of SMighe 


See Note the fourth to the firft Book of the 
Works and Days for, Contention, and the Off- 
{prings of Contention. the Diftinction which 
Tzetzes makes betwixt Moie and Křeg, which 
I tranflate “Deffzny and Fate, is this; one confirms 
the Decree concerning our Death, and the other 
the Puntfhment attending.. evil Works. Le Clere 
infers, from the Poet making even the Gods fub- 
ject to the Fates, that they muft be mere Men 
which were immortalia by human Adoration; 
but the Pafage which Plutarch, in his Inquiry 


after God, quotes from Fato w ill better reconcile 
this ; Fate, {ays he, is the eternal Reafon, apd 
Law, implanted in the Nature of every Being. 











Momus is called a Deity becaufe he animadverts 
on the Vices both of Men and Gods; but’ why is 
ht called the Son of Night ? Becaufe Cenfure and 


Backbitings are generally f{pread prevately and as 
Sa in 
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tn the Dark. His Name is from Moum or Mom.. 
the Phemcian Word for Vice. Lucian, in his 
Affemblo of the Gods, makes Momus {peak thus 


of himfelf; 2// know Me to be free of my Tougue, 
and that I conceal Nothing tll done: I blab out 


every Thing, Xc. Le Clerc. 





The Hefperides are Nymphs which are fayed 
to watch the golden Fruit in the weftern Parts 


of the World. Tzetzes thus interprets this Story : 
the Hefperides are the mocturnal Hours. in which 
the Stars are in their Luftre; by Hercules, who 
is feigned to have plucked the golden Fruit, is 


meant the Sun, at whofe Appearance the Stars ceafe 
to fhine. 














JI. 


357 The Offsprings of the Sea avd Earth. 


dereus, which in the Phenician Tongue is 
naharo a River, is faycd to be a Son of the Sea, 
becaufe ali Nivers take their Rife from thence ac- 
cording tc the Opinion of the Poet. The Reafon, 
perhaps, for which he has this extraordinary Cha 
rater in the Theogony is becaufe he was efteemed 
a prophetic Deity- Le Clerc. 


T haü- 











_ Thaumas is here made the Son of the Sea and 
Earth, and the Father of Iris: Le Clerc fays 
he is thus allyed to the {|77 ana Iris; he is the 
Deity that prefides cver:- Clouds and Vapours, which 
arife from the Sea and the Earth, aiid caufe Iris 
or the Rainbow. He is called Thaumas from 
YauxeCe to wonder at, or admire, or 
Phenician Word, of the fame Signifycation, Sha- 


mah, becaufe all Meteors excite Wonder or Ad- 
miration. 














= Phorcys, fays Le Clerc, feems to have been 
one who employed himfelf in Navigation; but 
his Derivation of the Word is too far fetch’d from 
the Syrran phrak, he departed, or travelled. The 
fame Critic is furprifed, and indeed not without 
Realon, that Ceto fhould be called fair, and have 
{uch horrid Children; he derives her Name from 
Kout to be contentious, to loath. _ 








= Lurybia is from éeupis wide and ĉia Force; 
one of extenfive Powr. 


32. 





367 The Nereids. 


Tzetzes thinks the Poet, by the Names of the 
Neretds, defigned to exprefs feveral Parts and 


Qualitys of the Sea; but Le Clerc believes them 
only the arbitrary Invention of thé Poets. 


T hae, 
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Thoe, Velocity. Many of the former Editions 
of our Poet have this Word as an Epithet only 
to Spo, which. Mombritius, in his Tranflation, 
has followed, bat the old Scholiaft ufes it as a 
Name; and Grevins obierves that the Number of 
the Nerezds Nould not be compleat without her. 


5° 


415 Lhe Ofsprings of Thaumas and Elettre 


The Harpys are wrotent Storms; the &tymolo- 
gys. of their Names are fignifycant of their Na- 
ture. The Word Harpys is from apzaCw to tear, 
to deftroy; Aello from aax a Storm; Ocypete 
from wxvs {fwift and zéroune: to fly. 


34. 


CETO £0 PuHorcys ore the GRAIS, &c. 





I {hall give the Story of the Gorgons, and the 
Graig, as related by Lord Bacon, with his Re- 
flections on the fame. 


Perfeus is fayed to have been fent by Pallas 
to flay Medula ~ho was very pernicious to many 
of thé Inh-.pitants of the weftern Parts of Hibe- 
ria; for fhe was fo dire and horrid a Monfter 
thas by her Aipect only fhe converted Men into 


Stones. Of the Gorgons Medufa only was mortal: 
Per- 





Perfeus, preparing himfelf to murder her, received 
Arms and other Gifts from three Deitys ; from Mer- 


cury he had Wings for his Heels, from Pluto a 


Helmet,- 


glaís. He went not immetiaciy towards Medufa, 
tho’ he was fo well inftructed, but firft to the 
Graiæ; who were grey and like old: Women from 
their Birth. They all had but one Eye and one 
Tooth which fhe who went abroad ufed, and 
Jayed down when fhe returned. This Eyesand 


Tooth they lent to Perfeus who, finding himfelf 
thus compleatly fumifhed for his Defign, flew 











Face, therefore, turning his Head afide, he beheld 
her in the Sint of Fallas, and in dhat Manner 
taking his Aim he cut off her Head : from her 
Blood inftantly {prung Pegafus with Wings. Per- 
feus fixed her Head in the Shield of Pallas, 

which retained this Powr, that all who beheld it 
became ftupid as if honderden 


This Fable feems invented to fhew the Prudence 


required in waging Was; in which three weighty 
Precepts are to be confidered as from the Countfel 


of Pallas. Firft, in the enlarging Dominions the 
Occafion, Facility, and Profits, of a War are to be 
thought of before Vicinity of T:s#arvs; therefore 
Perfeus, tho an oriental, did not decmne m Ex- 
pedition to the extreameft Parts of the Weit. Se- 


cond vy, 





NOTE S to the 


condly, Regard ought to be had to the Motives 
of a War, which fhould be juft and honourable, 
for a War on fuch Terms adds Alacrity both to’ 
the Soldiers and thofe who bear the Expence of 
the War; it obrame and fecures Aids, and has 
many other Advantages. No Caufe of a War is 
more pioussthan the quelling Tyranny, which fo 
fubdues the People as to deprive them of all Soul 
and Vigour, which is fignityed by the Aipect -of 
Medufa. Thirdly, the Gorgons were three, by 
which Wars are reprefented, and Per/eus is judi- 
cioufly made to encounter her only who was mor- 
tal; that is, he would not perfue vaft and endlefs 
Hopes, but undertook a War that might be braught 
to a Period. The Inftruction which Perfeus re- 
ceived is that which conduces to the Succefs or 
. Fortune of the War: he received Swiftnefs from 
Mercury, Secrecy cf Counfels from Orcus, and 
Providence from Pallas, 'Tho Perfeus wanted nor 
Aid nor Courage, that he fhould confuit the Grate 
was neceflary. The Grate are Treafons, and ele- 
gantly fayed to be grey, and like old Women, 
from their Birth, becaufe of the perpetual Fears 
and Tremblings with which Traitors are attended. 
All their Force, before they appear in open Re- 
bellion, is an Eye, or a Tooth; for every Faction 
anencted from’ a State contemplates and bites: this 
Eye and ‘oorh ~ in common; for what they learn 
and know paffes thro the Hands of Faction from 
one to the other; the Meaning of the Tooth is, 


they 

















THEoGON Y. 








Phorcys fignifys the Vehemence -of the Waters, 








Ceto the Depth; year the Scholiaft interprets 
wiv .apesy the Foam; Fephredo and Enyo the De- 
fire of marine Expeditions. The Poet calls the 
Flefperides murmuring becaufe the Stars in thofe 
Parts, according to 4riffotle, move tq a mufical 
Harmony: by Stheno and Euryale, which are 
immortal, he means the immenfe and inexhauftible 
Parts of the Ocean, by Medufa the Waters which 
the Sun, or Perfeus, drys up by ‘his Beams. Chry- 
faor and Pegafus are thote -Parts of Matter which 
are exalted on high, and break in Thunder and 
Lightening. Pegafus, fays Grevius, is fo called 
becaufe he was born nearn~Mnjes, the Fountains of 
the Main; Chryfaor from his mawing in his Hand 
Xpuczov a op a golden Sword. Le Crrc cells Us 
this Fable is originally Fbænictan; he derives the 


T Name 



























Name of Per fèus from pharfcho a Horfeman, and 
Chryfaor from the Phexiczan Word Chrifaor the 


Keeper of Fire. 





Ja 
The Offsprings of Chryfaor ane Callirhoe. 


Geryon. Some, fays the Scholiaft, will have 
Gergen to fignify Time; his three Heads mean 
the prefent, “paled, and the future; Hrythea is 
an Ifland tn the Ocean where he kept his Herds.. 


T zetz. 


Le Clerc tells Us that when Hercules invaded 


the Ifland which Geryox peffefled he was oppofed 
by three Partys which were Inhabitants, and con- 
guered them; which explains his cutting off his 


three Heada 


= The fame Critic afterwards feems to doubt this 
Interpretation; he quotes Bochart to prove that 
No Oxen were in Ærythbea, and that the Ifland 
was not productive of Grafs: but I think if Heads 
are figuratively meant for Partys, the Herds may 
as well be took for the Men who compofed thote 
Partys. Orthus is the Dog of Geryon that watched 
the Herds, which may ve fome chief Officer, and 
his being nuered in a gloomy Stall may fienify 
the fhamef.sl Retreat he made in his Time of Dan- 


oft. 
26. Lap 





479 The Of prings of Echidna 





ana Typhaon. 





Cerberus Le Chre derives from chrabrofch hav- 
ing many Heads. The Hydra, he tells Us, means 
the Inhabitants about the Lake Lerna. funo may 


sige fignify the Earth who nourifhed the fy- 
ra 





Chimera is from the Phænician chamirah 
bured : it was a Mountain fo called becaufe it 


emited Flames; of which fays P LI N y, the Moun- 
tain Chimæra i# Phafelis fames, without ceafing, 


Night and “Day. STRABO thinks the Fable 
took a Rife from this Mountain: the three Heads 
may be three Cliffs; Bochart fuppofes them to 


be three Leaders of the People of Pifdiz, whofe 
Names may have a Similitude to the Nature of 
the three Animals, the Lyon, the Goat, and the 
Serpent. BeHerophon is fayed to conquer this 
Monfter, to whom the Poet gives Pegafus, be- 
caufe to gain the Summit of the Mountain no lefs 
than a winged Horfe was required. Le Clerc. The 
Interpretation of Chimera a Mountain is not un- 
natural when we confider her the Daugister of Ty- 
phaon, of whom we fhall fpeak more fyrgely in a 


following Note. 
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The Offsprings of Orthus and Chimeera. 
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Sphinx is thus defcribed by Á POLLODORUS; 
fbe bad the Breal and Face of a Woman, the 
Feet and Tail of a Lyon, and the Wings of a 
Bd. LeCcerc has this Interpretation, which 
feems the moft reafonabie, of this Mortfter. Af- 
ter deriving the Name om Sphica which is a 
Murderer, he tells Us, in Sphinx is fhadowed a 
Gang of Robbers which lurked in the Cavitys, of a 
Mountain; fhe is fayed to have had the Face and 
Breaft of a Woman becaufe fome Women were 
among them, who perhaps allured the Travellers, 
the Feet and Tail of a Lyon, becaute they were 
cruel and deftructive, and the Wings. of a Bird 
from their Swiftnefs. She is fayed to haye. flain 
thofe who could not explain her izigma;. that 





















4 a 
they were, and knew not their Haunts. OE dipus 
is recorded to have unraveled the Ænigma becaufe 


he found them and deftroyed them. 





The emean Lyon may be an Allegory of the 
tame Natu.e, or litterally a Lyon. 


38. Cetio 
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38. 
517 Ceto axd Phorcys both renew thésr Flame, 
From which zimour a borrid Serpent came. 














Serpents are often in fabulous Hiftory confti- 
tuted Guards of Things of immenfe Value. The 
Serpent Python kept the Oracle at Delphi, and 
a $ erpent is made to watch the golden Fruit.. 
What is the Moral of all thse? When we are 
intrufted with Affairs of Price and Importance we 
ought to be as vigilant as Serpents. “The Word 
“Ogis a Serpent comes from “emopas to fee; and 
the Phenician nabhafth, a Serpent, is from a Verb 
in the fame Language to fee. LeClerc.. I muft 
add. to this. Explanation, the Serpent being placed 
in a Cave to guard the Fruit denotes Secrecy, ag. 
well as Vigilance. 
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521 The Offsprings of Tethys exd Otea. 


The Commentators have cenefuded Hefiod later 
than Homer from his naming the chief River in 
Æg ypt. under the. Appellation of the Nze, which, 
they fay, was not fo called in the Days of Homer, 
‘but Aigyptus. ‘This Argument cannot: prevail 
when 











when we confider the Word in the Radix which, 


Le Clerc, is nubhul and nhbhil, and in He- 
Name for 






the Age of either of thefe, Boets from ıt. 


breaks out again. 
ft, of the Celte. 





garius in.upper Playgia. Ladon in Arcadia x 
this River, fays P7ufanias, exceeds all the Rivers 
Clearnefs of Water. Parthenius in 
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Tethys and Ocean are only poetical Names; de- 
fizned, fays the Scholiaft, for Lakes and Rivers 
of lefs Note thdn the Sons. ‘They are ~fayed, con- 
tinues h¢, .» have the Care of Mankind ‘from their 
Birth jointly with Ap/lo, becaufe Heat and 
Moifture contribute iu Generation, end the Nutri- 
ment of Men thro Life. 


40. 


579 The Fruits of Thia and Hyperion. 





















The Suz is called HAO. from the Pheniczan 
Wold hAelojo, that is high; tho this Name may 
fuit all the Planets, yet it 1s more properly given 
to the moft eminent of them. He is {prung from 
Hyperion, that is from him that exifts on High. 
The Word Seravn, the Moon, or in the Doric Ss- 
arava, is from the Phaenician Word Schelanah, that 
is, one that wanders thro ihe Night. Aurora, or 
the Morning, being born of the fame Parents, 
needs no Explanation. 











rybia are not to be found in any antient Hiftory 
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nor to be explained from the Nature of Things; 
but if we.confider the Etymologys of the Names 
of the Pasents his Remark will prove inalid. Creus 
is from the Verb to judge, and Euryjia, as 1 have 
before obferved, fignifys wide Command, Judge- 
ment therefore and Powr are made the Parents of 
three Offsprings.of Renown. I muft here obferve 
that Pallas cannot be the fame with her who is 
afterwards faved to {pring from the Head of ove. 


Our Poet calls this Pallas only, and the latter Athena 
Verfes which tell 











is every Way agreeable to the phyfical Senfe; 
we muft therefore fuppofe them fuppointitious, or 
the Poet has committed a very great Blunder. Sce 
farther in, the Note to Verfe 1195. 








42. 





Styx, &c. 


Styx, fays the Scholiaft, is from ¢vyew to hate, 
‘to dread; why her Offsprings are made Attendants 
on the Almighty #8 conipicuous; but I am rot 
fatistved in ‘Palms being their Father; Tzeraes 
tells Us he underftands by Pallas the fuperior 
Motion which produces fuch Effects. The Name, 
I believe, muft come from mëmw, a Verb to ex- 

prefs. 
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prefs extraordinary A@tion, in Latin vibro, agito, 
&fr. We are here told that Styx was ordained, 
by Jove,. Ye Oath of the Gods; on which Ld. 
Bacon has tte following Remark. `° Neceflity is 
elegantly reprefented by Styx, a fatal and irre- 
meable River. ‘The fame noble Author goes on 
to fhew that the Force of Leagues is to take away 
the Powr of offending, by making it neceffary that 
the Offender fhould undergo the Penalty ena‘ted. 
Thus he proceeds; if the Powr of hurting be took 
away, or if, on Breaeh of Covenant, the Danger 
of Ruin, or Lofs of Honour or Eftate, muft be 
the Confequence, the League may be fayed to be 
ratifyed, as by the Sacrament of Styx; fince the 
Dread of Banifhment from the Banquets of the 
Gods follows; under which Terms are fignifyed, 
by the Antients, the Laws, Prerogatives, Affluence, 
and Felicity, of Empire. See farther Verfe 1082. 


43: 


625 The Offsprings of Cœus and Phæbe. 


Le Clerc derives Phebe from the Phenician 
Phe-bah, which is Os im illa, that is a prophetic 
Mouth, for in the Phenics-: Torgue we Oraele 
is called the Mouth of God, snd to fay we con- 
fult the Mouth of God 1s the fame as to fay we 
confult the Oracle. Latona, in Greek Leto, the 


fame Critic derives from ut or fito or leto, whjch 
U is 
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is to ufe magic Charms; therefore, fays he, Apollo 


and “Diaza, who prefide over magic Arts, are 


fayed to be born of her. Afieria, he tells Us, 
comes from 4affethtrah which fignifys lying hid, 
not an improper Name for an Enchantrefs. 
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Hecate. 


This Goddefs is by the Pheniczans talled E- 
chatha that is the only, usta; for which Reafon- 
the Poet calls her pevogems the only begétten. She 
is e{teemed the chief Prefident over magic Arts, and 
reckoned the fame with the Moon. The Pheniczans 
invoked her becaufe fhe is the Regent of the 
Night, the Time when all Incantations, Charms, 
and the like, are performed. ‘The Sun ts in the 
fame Language called 4hadad the only or one, 
unus. Hecate is here fayed to have the Fate of 
Mariners jointly with Neptune in her Powr, be- 
caufe the Moon has an Influence over the Sea, as 
well as over the Land. Le Clerc. The Scho- 
liaft fays the Poet givesethis great Character of 
flecate, becaufe the Perfon, who was perhaps after 


her Death honouréd with divine Rites, was a Bæ- 
ottan- 
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694 Saturn, khea, and their Offsprings. 








Egin by the Latins called Veffa, is by the 
Learned juftly derived from A/ch, or the Syrian 
Efchtha, Fire; fhe is efteemed the Goddefs of 
Fire. I muft beg Leave to..add, to this Derva- 
tion of Le Clerc, the Word Egin which is the 
Tonic for Egia2 a Fire-place. Geres, the Greek 
Anuntrap comes from daz, a Phenician Word, fig- 
nifying Plenty; a proper Name for her who has 
the Honour of being thought the firft who taught 
to cultivate the Ground, and to raife Fruit-trees. 


Hpn, the Greek Name of Juno, is from the Phæ- 
mictan Word bira or barah jealoufy; than which 
no Name could be more apt to Juno, who is often 
reprefented as teafing her Husband with jealous 
Surmifes. Aidns, or Pluto, is from the Phlaenician 
Word ed or ajid, which is Death or Deftrudction 5; 
the Poet calls him hard of Heart, becaufe he 
{pares none. VPlutarch tells Us, in his Life of 
Thefeus, that the Defcent which that Hero is fayed 
to make into He// means Nothing more than his 
Journey to Epirus of which Aim, or Plufo, was 
King. Pluto is fometimes called the God of 
Riches, becaufe he had in his Kingdom many 
Mines of Silver and Gold. We now come tothe 


and [locas wy, the 
Names 










































Names of Neptune. Pofedon fignifys a Deftroyer 
of Ships, Evvocryai@- Earthfhaker. Jupiter is called 
the Father of Gods and Men, becaufe all Sove- 
reigns are Fathers of their People Saturn is 
fayed to fwallow his Children, that is he impri- 
foned them. Thus far Le Clerc, I fhall conclude 












by. the Reign of Saturn, who thro the frequent 


Diffolutions sand fhore Continuances of bis Sons is 
- the {fecond is de- 








continual Changes into Tartarus, by which Place 
is meant Perturbation. Guzetus thinks the twelye 


Lines from Verfe 745 to+757 fuppofititious. 


4.6. 


The Offsprings of Japhet and Clymene. 








The Learned will have Japhet to be the Son of 
Noah whofe Pofterity inhabited Europe; but, 
fince fo many Interpolations and Falfehoods are 
mixed with the Hiftory of Antiquity, we cannot 
wonder if this Story, in fome Degree, remains yet 
obfcure 240¢2s¢ is feyed to fupport the Heavens 
near -where the Lefperides are fituated: Atlas 
might poffibly have been the Founder of the 
People who poffeffed the extreameft Parts of 4- 


frica about the Mountain Atlas; which Mountain, 
thro 




















they imas À 
Mountain might have had the Name. frora the firft 


Ruler of the People. Menætius is called vépiqns 
i injurious, which is agreeable to 





0g 
— been bound to 





thefe Words into the Mouth of PROMET H EUS, 
who will fay he found out Brafs, Iron, Silver, 
and Gold, before Me. The Etymology of Magog 
feems to favour the Story of the Vultur gnawing 
his Liver, the Hebrew Name is moug or magag 
which is to wafte away. The Radix of Gog ıs 
he burned, not an improper Name for him who 
was inamoured with Pandora. LE CLERC. To 
thefe Accounts I fhall add the following from Ðz- 
odorus Siculus. The Nzle, under the Rifing of the 
Dogftar, at which Time it was ufually full, over- 
flowed the Bounds, and layed great Part of cÆ- 
gypt under Water. Prometbers, who tryed to 
preferve the People by endeavouring to ftop the 
Flood, dyed thro Grief becaufe he could not ac- 


complifh his Defign. Hercules, inured to Labour, 
and 




































and to overcome Difficultys, ftoped the Current arfd 
turned it to the former Channel. This gave Rife, 
among the Greek Poets, to the Story of #ercules 
kliling the Eagle which preyed on the Liver of 
Prometheus. The Name of the River was then 
ael@. the Grek Word for an Eagle. 


Since the Opinions of the Learned are fo vari- 
ous on this, and feveral other Fables of Antiqui- 
ty, we muft feft on ehofe Interpretations which 
come neareft to Nature, and which leave Us leaft 
in the Dark. My Judgement is that, whatever 
might give Birth to this Fable, our Poet, not re- 
garding the different Relations in his Time, 
figned it as a moral Lefton, fhewing the bad Ef- 
fects of a too free Indulgence of the Paffions, and, 
in the Character of Prometheus, the Benefits of 
regulating them with Difcretion; which I think 
I have fhewed in my Remarks ‘ai this Story as 
told in the Works and ays; to which I fhall 
add the following Reflections from Ld. Bacon, 
which are more properly introduced here, as they 
more particularly regard this Fable as told in the 


T heogony. 

















After thea Improvement of Arts and the human 


Underftanding the Parable paffes to Religion, for 
the Cultivation of Arts was followed by the Infti- 


tution of divine Worfhip, which Hypocricy foon 
polluted. Under the twofold Sacrifice the reljgi--. 


OUS 
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ous Perfon and the Hypocrite are truciy repre- 

{ented . one contains the Fat, which is the Portion 

of God, ty tne Flame and Fumes arifing from 

which the Affe&tion and Zeal foi the Glory of- 
God are fignifyed; by the Entrails and Flefh of 
the Sacrifice, which are good and wholefome, are 

meant the Bowels of Charity. In the other is 

Nothing but dry and naked Bones, which only 

ftuff up the Skin while they make a fair Shew 

of a Sacrifice. In the other Patt of the Fable, 

‘Prometheus means psudent Men who confider for 
the futufe, and waryly avoid” the many Evils and 
Misfottunes which human Nature is liable to; but 
this good Property 1s accompanyed with many 
Cares, with the Deprivation of Pleafures; they 
defraud - their Genius of various Joys of Life, they 
perplex themfelves with inteftine Fears and trouble- 
fome Reflections, which are denoted by the Eagle 
gnawing his Liver while he is bound to the Pillar 
of Neceffity: from the Night they obtain fome 
Relief, but wake in the Morning to frefh Anxietys. 
Prometheys having Affiftance from Hercules means 
Fortitude of Mind. The fame is the Explanation, 
by the Scholiaft, of the Eagle. The Poet goes 
farther than what Tzetzes and Ld. Bacon have 
obferved; he makes Hercuics free Prometheus by 
the Confent of Jupiter; the Meaning of which 
muft be that fuch Miferys are not to be under- 
gone patiently without divine Aid to fupport the 
Spirits. This Story is not yet without Obfcuritys, 


for 
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for Hefiod calls Prometheus exaxniz blamelefs, 
hurtful ta none, and at the fame Time mgkes him 


playing Tricks with Jupiter in his Offerings. I 
muft here obftrve that this Fable is more confiftent 
in every Part as told in the Works and Days ; 
nor is it to be wondered at when we confider that 
Poem as the Work of his riper Years, when his 
Genius was more fedate, and his Judgement more 


fettied. I fhall conclude this Note with an Allu- 
fion which Mz/ton has, in his Defcriptioh of Eve, 
to the Story of Pandora; -rom which it is evi- 
dent he took the Box of Pandora in ‘the fame 


Senfe with the forbidden Fruit; and, as I have 
already obferved in my Notes to the Works and 
Days, many have been of Opinion that both are 


from one Tradition. The Lines in Paradifè loft 
are thefe. 




















More lovely than Pandora, whom the Gods 


Endow’d with all their Gifts (and, o! too like 
In fad Event!) when, to th’ unwifer Son 
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916 Here begins the Battle of th- Gods whictr 
continues to Verfe 1222. ` In this the Learned are 
much divided concerning the Inténtion of the 
Poet, and from whence he took his Account of 
the War. Some imagine it of c# egyptian Rife 
from the Story of Typhon; nor are they few who 
believe it from the fame Tradition of the Battle 
of the Angels; but Tzetzes thinks it no other 
than a poetical Defcription of a°War of the Ele- 
ments: but they are certainly wrong who think 


it aiy from either. I do not in the leaft doubt 
but the Poet had a phyfical View in fome Paf- 


fages, and in fome Particulars may poffibly have 
had a Regard to iome Relations, whether fa- 
bulous or real, of Antiquity; but his main 
Defign feems to have been that of relating a War 
betwixt fupernatural Beimgs; and, by raifing his 
Imagination to the utmoft Height, to prefent the 
greateft and dreadfulleft Ideas which the human 
Mind is capable of cenceiving: and I believe I 
may venture to fay fome Parts of this War are 
the fublimeft of the fublime -Poetry of the An- 
tients. If a nicer Eye fhould diftover- every Part 
of this War to be entirely phyfical, whichel think 
impoflible, yet Lam not unjuftifyable in my fup- 
pofing his Defign to be that of relating a War 


betwixt fupernatural Beings, for while thofe Parts 
X of 





















































mediate Objeéts of Senfe, which are the Perfons 






out is with great Judgement ; 
Skirmifh in which neither Party gained, and from 
the Speeches of Fupiter and Cottus, in the Time 
of the Truce, gives Us Expeétations of Something 
great to come. I muft here obferve that all the 
Commentators on our Poet are filent to the po- 
etical Beautys of this War, which makes Me think 
them to have been Men of more Learning than 


Tafte. 





Our Poet tells Us the Gods eat Neétar and 


Ambrofia; and Homer mentions a River of Nectar 
and Ambrofia, «<pepcins x véxlaeos ameppd& Odyfl. Y: 
from which we may conclude thofe Words to be 
ufed both for Meat and Drink among the Gods. 


45. 








979 And the 'Titantc Gods by Jove reliev'd 
From Erebus. 
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Matus, Gyges, and Briareus, were Titans; what 
an Imawe is in thefe three Brothers tarmg up the 
Rocks, and throwing them againft the Enem 
Heaven, Earth, the Ocean, and Hcl, are all dif- 
turbed by the Tumult. The Poet, artfully takes 
Care to raife ofr Ideas, by heightening the I- 
mages, to the laft. The Defcription of the Battle 
from Verfe 970 to 993 is great, but it is impof- 
fible that any Reader fhould not feel. himfelf more 
effe&ted with the Grandeur and Terror with which 


Jupiter urges the Fight. Heaven, Earth, the 
Qcean, and Hell, are all difturbed as before, but 
the additional Terror, and the Variation of the 


Language, make a new Scene to the Mind. 






























One Conflagration feems to f{eize on all 


And threatens Chaos with the genral Fall. 








How elevated are thefe in the Original! Could 
the Genius of Man think of any Thing fublimer 
to paint the Horror of the Day; attended with the 
Roar of all the Winds, and the Whirling of the 
Duft! Could he think of Ought more adequate 
to our Ideas to exprefs the Vorce of the War by 
than by likening it to the confuled Meeting of 
the Heavens and the Earth, to the Wreck of 


Worlds! Do you fee, fays Longinus on another 
Author, the Earth opening to her Center,. the. 


Regions of Death juft ready to appear, and the 























whole Fabrick of the World upon the Potgs 
being rent afunder and deftroyed, to figubjy hat 
in this Combat Heaven, Hell, Things mortal and 
wmmortal, ewery Thing, co-laboured as it were 
with the Gods, and fhat all Nature was en- 
dangered. This P2flage of Longanus could never be 
applyed with more Juftice than here, nor more 


properly expreffed in our own Language than in 
the. Words of Mr. Welffed from his excellent 
Tranflation of that Author. 











Milton, in his Battle of the Angels, has judi- 
cioufly imitated feyeral Parts of our Poet: in one: 
Place fays he; | 


Heli heard th’ unfufferable: Noife. =s. 








And a little farther, 


confounded Caos roar’d, 
And felt tenfold Confufion.. Book 6.. 








Le Clerc thinks Chaos here means the whole 
waft Extent of Air; but Grevius takes it for 
peza zaua the vaft Chafm that leads to Hell; in: 
which laft Senfe Milton likewife takes it, defcribing 
the Pafs from Hell to. Earth.. 








Before: 








fefare their Eyes, in fuddem View, appear 
The Secrets of the hoary Deep, a dark 


Ellimitable Ocean, without Bound, 








Hung o’er my Realm. Milton. Book 2. 


The Entrance there, and the Jaft Limits, ly, 


Of Earth, the barren Main, the ftarry Sky, 


And Tart’rus; there of all the Fountains rife. 
Hefiod. 








this wild Abyfs, 
The Womb of Nature, and*perhaps her Grave. 
Milton. Book 2. 


S where Heay’n 











With Earth and Ocean meets. Milton. Book 4. 
And afterwards; 


——— And now, in little Space, 





The Confines met of empyrean Heav'n, 


And of this World, and n the left Hand Hell. — 
Book ro. 
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—— nor was his Far lefs peal d 


With Noifes loud and ruinous. Miltói. Book 2. 











Tzetzes fays the Begining apd End of Things 
are fayed to be here figuratively, becaufe we are 
in the Dark as to the Knowledge of them. The 
Verfes in which Atlas is made to prop the Hea- 


yens Guietus fuppofes not genuine. 


BO. 


8082. The Story of Styx, with the Punifhment 
of the perjured Gods, is chiefly poetical. Why 
this River fhould be deteftable to Immortals Il 
know not, unlefs they think it a fad Reftraint to 
be deterred from Perjyry; this Thought has too 
much Impiety in it, therefore we muft give it a- 
nother Turn; as relating to .the Oaths of great 
Men, or in the fame Senfe that-Death 1s called 
a Foe to the Gods, which is from the Gryf they 
are fometimes made to fuffer for the Dgath of 


any favourite Mortal; as Venus for Adonis, and 


Thetis for Achilles.. 





51. “Ly- 





1136 Fypheus aad Typhaon feem to be different Per- 


fons, (tho fome w'll have them two Names of one 
Perfon) beca.fe Zyphaus is nò fooner born but 
he rebels, and is immediately deftroyed: and Zy- 
phaon is made the Father of many Children. Le 
Clerc. derives the Word Typheus from the Pe- 
nician Word touphon the Radix of* which is 
touph, to overflow, to overwhelm. He is not 
injudicioufly called the Father of the Winds, and 
the Son of Earth and Tartarus, the varjous 


Voices which the Poet << him are agrecable 
to the feveral Tones of the Winds at feveral Times. 


Ld. Bacon has this Refleétion on the poetical De- 
{cription of this Monfter. Speaking of Rebellion 
he fays, becaufe of the infinite Evils which it 
brings on Princes and their Subjects, it is repre- 
fented by the horrid Image of Typhæus, whofe 
hundred Heads are the divided Powrs, and flaming 
Jaws incendious Defigns, 


B 2. 


With what Dignity Jupiter fets out for this 
fingle Combat ! Heaven and Earth tremble be- 
neath him when he rifes in Anger. Similar to 
this Paflage is the feventh Verfe of the eighteenth 


Plalm. Zhen the Earth fhook and trembled, the 
Eoun 
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fbaken, becaufe he was wroth. 

Here -are three Circumftances which exalt the 
Images above thofe in the former Battles, ‘the 
Winds bearing the Fire on their Wings, the Giant 
flaming from his hundred Heads, anc the Sumilt- 
tude of the Furnace. 


5 3- 


1195. In the Winds which are here fayed to be 
from the Gods the Poet omits the Eaft-wind ; tho 
fome will have aprisns to be the Name of a Wind, 
andeas fuch Mombritius takes it in his Tranflation ; 
Aulus Gellius indeed gives it as the Name of a 
Wind, but as one that blows from the Weft, by 


the Latins called Caurus. STEPHENS gives 
Examples of it being ufed for the Epithet fwift; 


and Scapula quotes Ariffotle to fhew he ules it 
in the fame Sente , apyntes xe2zuyot the fwift 
Lightenings; apyrres is from the fame Aedzx, 
and of the fame Signifycation, with apyéeas. 
The Poet calls the Winds fprung from 7ypheus 
greatly deftructive to Mortals, and thofe from 
the Gods profitable; the two following Vertes 
from Exodus therefore will, in fome Degree, coun- 
tenance my Reading of AncEstTeEs. The Lord 
brought an Eaft-wind on the Land all that Day, 
and all that Night, and when it was Morning 
the Eaft-wind brought the Locuf/s. Chap. 10. 
Ver. 13. The Lord turned a mighty ftrong Woef- 

= wind 
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furdity in tis Philofophy when he makes the 
North, South, and Weft, Winds, fpring from the 
Gods, and thofe which tyranize by Sea and Land 






from Lypheus., for the Winds from each Corner 
are hurtful fometimes, all depending on what Cir-. 
euir.ftances the Elements are in, and. not from what. 


Part the Winds come. 


AN 


Here ends the War. Tzetzes íays the Conqueft 
Jupiter gained over the Foe was the Tranquility 
of Nature after the Confufion of the Elements was. 
layed: However the phyfical Interpretation may 
hold good thro the whole, the War is regularly 
condu@ed, and juftly concluded; the Hero is 
happyly fituated, the Enemy punifhed, and the 


Allys rewarded. 

















E {ħall give the Explanation of the Story of. 
Minerva fpringing from the Head of Jove in the 


Words of Ld. Bacox from his £ffzy.on Coun fel. 
The 














nttion, of 
fe 


of Pallas armed out of his Head; which mon- 
ftrous Fable containeth a Secret of Empire, how 
Kings are to make Ufe of their Council of State; 
that firt they ought to refer Matters unto them, 
which is the firt Begetting or Impregnation ; but 
when they are elaborate, moulded, and fhaped, in 
the Womb of their Council, and grow Tipe, and 
ready to be brought forth, that then they fuffer 
not their Council to go through with the Refo- 
lution and Direétion as if it depended on them, 
but take the Matter baek into their own Hands, 
and make it appear to the World that the De- 
crees and final Directions (which, becaufe they 
come forth with Prudence and Power, are refembled 
by Pallas armed.) proceeded from themftlves, 
and not only from their Authority, but, the 
more to add Reputation to themfelves, from their 
Head and Device. Thus far Ld. Bacon. What 

i Y 2 to 





Times do fet forth, in Figurs, both 





to make of the Son whom Jupiter deftroyed be- 
Tyranny ly Tha- 





Book of Paradife loft, where Sin, giving an Ac- 
count. of her Birth, thus fpeaks to Satan. | 





3239 The Offsprings of ‘Jupiter 2#d_'Themis.. 


d to be the Pa- 
f which is, 







Seafons or Hours propitious, by laying down good 
Laws 
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etical\ Names 
Year; But Grevius laughs at the Ienoranc€ of 
fch Interpreters, and proves, peyuid Contrfdic- 
tion, they mean Good Laws, Right, and Peace ; 
which is the litteral Conftru€tion o. the Names. 

He produces a Paflage from Pindar, Ciymp. 13,, 
where they can be underftood: inno other Senie; 

the Words of the Poet, in Exglifbh, are thei. Hearn 

Eunomia dwells with her Sifters, Dica the ‘fe. 
Foundation of Citys, and Irgna endued with she 
fame Manners with the other, the DiPofers of 
Reches to Men, the golden Daughters of Themis 
good in Counfel.. We are to obferve the Diffe- 
rence of the. Names in Hefied:and Pindar is only 
from a Change of the Diale& in the latter. Mom- 


britius has took the Hours in the fame Senfe: . 














‘Dein Horas Themis, ediderat, Jovis altera conjunx, 


Juftitiam, Legemq; bonam, Pacemq; virestem.- 





The Poet before makes the Fates {pring from — 
Night, a Miftaké therefore muft be in one Place; 
Le Clerc fuppofes it-here; but J think they who 
are fayed to have our Deftiny in their Powr can 


have no Parents. more properly attributed to then 
than Jupiter cand Themis. 








sr: Lhe. 





1254 Perfephone, by the Latins called Proferpina, 
hacen lone derwes from the Phenician Word peri- 
faproun in Bugiifb hidden Fruit, which means 
the ruit commuted to the Earth: Jove therefore, 
whether we underftand him as the fupreme Be- 
ing or phyfically the Air, is properly called the 
Father of Perfephone, and Ceres her Mother. 
Pluto is the Heat in the Earth which contributes 
towards maturing the Fruits. Befides this Inter- 
pretation, a Story is told of Ceres a Queen of Si- 
czly,. whole Daughter was forced away by Pluto. 


55. 
The Mufès. Graevius makes one Inference 
from the Mufès having Diadems of Gold on their 


Heads, which is that Luxury in Drefs prevailed 


among the Antients On this Occafion he ufes 


the- Words ‘of Ailian, from his Various Hiftory, 
Book 1, Chap. 18 ; Who can deny that the Wo- 
men among the Antients abounded in Luxury 2 


For the Mufes fee Note 14, 17, and 18, and the 
Diftourfe, &c. 
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60. 


4267. For Latona fee Note 43. Le Clerc 
favs Phebus Apollo ccmes ren the Hebrew 
pe-bo-hapollon having a wonderful Mouth; but 
we muft take Notice that the Poet calls him only 
Apollo here. Artemis, whom the Latin ë call 
“Diana, the fame Critic derives from ‘the Pheni- 


€1an Words Har a Mountain and EMP arn aami. *- 
See Works and Days, Book 3, Nore 4. 


6I. 


1271. Laft Juno fills th’ almighty Monarchs 
Arms. 




















The Poet means by this that Funo was the laft 
of Goddeffes whom he tock to his Bed, and whom 
he made his Wife; the reft were onty Concubines. | 


The Word axoths, a Wife, our Author ufes to 
none but Funo. 


Hebe, the Goddefs of Youth, is derived from the 
Flebrew Word eb to flourifh, A pns; in Latin 
Mars, from Hari which fignifys a mountain Man ;, 
it is well known that the Seat of Mars was‘‘on 
the Mountains of Thrace. E:irabue, or Lucina, 
is from þeżilidia fhe caufed to bring forth-;°a pro- 
per Name for a Goddefs who prefides oer hija 


man Births. Le Clerc. 
The. 




















“a 


Vuican The vulgar Reading of this Paflage is 
Pis; nor is fin any Edition I have feen otherwife. 





Juno, joining in Love, brought forth the re- 


nowned Vulcan. ‘Than which Reading Nothing 
can be more abfurd. This is a flagrant Inftance 
of the Ignorance of the Tranfcribers ; ; nor indeed 
are thofe free from Cenfure who have had the 


Care of the Prefs in the printed Editions. The 
very Words which follow point out the Miftake 


of cy ir oTnlt. 








q a a, 4 Ge r 
— x4 Capernce, Y nesoey W aDyxoitn. 


She ufed her utmoft Endeavours, and contended 
with her Husband. For what did fhe contend 
with her Husband? ‘To bring forth without his 
Affiftance .as he did without her. Had the Poet 
intended to make Vulcan the Son of Yupiter and 
Juno he would have placed him in the Lift with 


Hege, Mars, and J ucina; but inftead of that he 
i lets 

















ets the Birth- af Mznerva, tho he had gi7en an 
Account of it before, intervene, that thz Reafon 
of the Refentment of Yuno may immediately ap- 


fear: let Us therefore read its sS.u7al7 piyer, 
art! the Senfe will be this: ;u No. without the 
Joys of Love, brought forth the rezowned Yul- 
can, refolving to revenge herfelf on ker Elycband. 
Thus Tzetzes and Grevius take its. and thus 


Mombritius has tranflated it: 











Sic quoque, nullius commixta E.bidine, Je > 
Ze Vulcane zuit. 





Sic guogue is here very proper, becaufe it alludes 
to’ the preceding Lines of the Birth of Minerva. 
H'a ®-, I believe, comes from eas to burn, 
and from aigéw to deftroy. I have another Rea- 
fon which may poffibly enforce this Reading, and 
which I have never met with. 
led the God of Artificers’in Metals he is rightly 


the Son of Juno only, who is fometimes phyfi- 
cally took for the Earth. | 


6 2. 


1284 Triton is feigned to be the Son of Næ- 
tune and Amphitrite, and by later Poets made 


the Trumpeter of Neptune. Le CLerc takes 
the Name from the Cha/dean Word retat he fired 


up a Glamour. 
Z 
































64. This 


As Vul6an is cal- 





177 
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ihis Palage, where Terror and Fear aye mae 
the Sois or Merc. wants no Explanatioh; why 
flarmoria is the Leighter of him and Venaq E 
know not, unlefs the Poet medns that Beauty & 
fometimégs the Reward of Courage, 


65. 


3296 Maia is ome of the Pleiades; how fhe may be 
ilaya to be the Daughter of Atlas fee in the 
Works aad “Days, Book 2, Note r. The Scho- 
liaft interprets Hermes being the Meffenger of *the 
Gods thus; the Herald of Heaven is that which 
brings divine Things to Light. 


66. 


1300 Bacchts. This Deity is fayed to be born of 
Simele, which Word Le Clerc derives from the 
Phentician t{melab which fignifys a Virgin ripe 
for Man. The Greek Name of Bacchus is Aiw- 
yva@. which is litterally the Son of Jove; fome 
have a different Derivation, but fince this agrees 
with his Birth, aceording to the Theogony, it will 
be -needlefs to feek any other. He is the God 

who prefides over the Vintage, therefore, as ali 

Pleafures are from God, he is juftly derived from 


the fame Source. See farther in the Dz/courfè ar 
the End. 

















67. Hera 
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67. 


1304 Hercules. The Story or Jupiter pof- 
feiling Alemene. in the Shape of her Husband 
Amphytrion is well known: he phyYfically frgnifys 
Strength and Courage, which are from Stve. 


68. 


1306 Vulcan and Aglse@ are here Busband 
and Wife ; but Venus is made the Contort of Val 
can by other Authors, Vukan, the God of Ar- 
tificers in Fire, and Aglaia, one of the Graces, 
are properly joined, becaufe by the Help of both 
all that is ornamental is brought to Perfeétion. 
Vuican is called lame becaufe Fire cannot fubfift 
without Fuel. Thefe two are brought together 
but no Children are bosn of them, which does not 
aniwer the Title of the Generation of the Gods, 
therefore improperly introduced in a Poem under 


that Title, as are the other Perfons who meet. 
and not propagate. 



































09°. 


1312 Hercules is marryed to Hebe, that is to 
eternal Youth; the Reward of great and glorious 


Actions. 





Z 2 "Oo. Cote, 





1318 








70. 


Circe, as an~E1.chantrefs, is properly fayed to 
be a Daughter of the. Sun, and Medea, for the 








fame-Reafon, is juftly derived from the fame Source 


ive, 


‘Ve are now come to the laft Part of the 


Poe.3, where Goddeffes fubmit to the Embraces of 
Mortals. How ridiculous would thefe Storys feem 






plainly fignifys the Land being cultivated by that 
Hero; and Plutus, the God of Riches, being the: 
Produce of their Loves, means the Fruits of his 


Łabour and Induftry. 





72. 


Cadmus and Harmonia have doubtlefs fome Re- 
lation to Perfons in Hiftory. ‘Polydore, the Scho- 
liaft fays, was fo called becaufe the Gods deftri— 
buted their Gifts. at the Nuptials of his Parents.. 


73. Thefe 











here they are abfurd, becaufe Chryfarr ars Lal- 
lirhoe are not reckoned Mortals. 


T 


1354 I believe Memnon and Hemathion were 
called, by the antient Greeks, Sons of Aurora be- 
caufe they were of the Orientals which fettled in 
Greece. Memnon was King of :thiopia which 
Country is in the Eaft from Greece. Le Clere. 
Tzetzes tells Us Macedon was fo called from 
Hemathion, who was flain by Hercules; but that 
does not agree with Memnon being flain by 4- 
ehilles, becaufe the Diftance of Time betwixt Her- 
cules and Achilles was too long; befides Afemnon 
was flain in his Youth which encreafes the Error 
in Point of Time. The Reaton Ld. Bacon gives 
for Memnon being the Son of Aurora is, thee as 
he was a Youth whofe Glorys were fhort lived 
he is properly fayed to be the Son of the Mor- 
ning whofe Beautys foon pafs away. The fame 
Remark perhaps may be applyed to Hematfion and .- 


P haetbon. 


















as. Manv 





182 NOTE S to the 


75- 


1366 Many Pallag: nay be colle&ed from which the 

Argonauts will appeas to have been Theffalian 
Merchants, who failed to Colchis; but fince He- 
fiod intended not to relate the Expedition it would 
be ne: qlefs“to give the Hiftory here. Le Clerc. 


76. 


fEacus,- Achilles, and Æneas, are Names well 
known in Hiftory, and feem to be mentioned only 
as the reported Sons of Goddeffes by Mortals, 


without any phyfical View; which feems to be 
the End of introducing Agrius, Latinus, and 


other Names. 
TI 
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or not 


es Ler 
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This concludes the F/eogony, as the Poem ‘now 
ftands, from which it appears that the Poet wrote, 
or intended to write, of Women of Renow~.; i 
fuch a Work could not come under tihe x Thie A 
the Theogony; of which fee farth-r in the f.th 
SeGion of my Difcourfe or the Writings Of . 
HESIOD. 











The End of the Notes to the 'Theogony- 














ON THE 





Turotocy and MYTHOLOGY 


OF THE 


ANTIENTS. 




















ON THE 








FuroLocy and MYTHOLOGY 
OF THE 


ANTIENTS. 








N the following Difcourfe I fhall confine My- 
felf to the Theology, and Mythology, of the 
antient Greeks, fhewing their Rife and Pro- 
erefs, with a View only to the Theogony. of He- 


food, intending it but as aw Appendix to the Motes. 





The Greeks. doubtlets derived. great Part ef their 


Religion from the Æg yptzans ; and tho Herodotus: 


tells. Us, in one. Place, Hesiop, with Homer, 


A a2 Was. 


I $7 








- 


were the firt who gave the Gods a poetical Drefs, 
and who ufed them with more Freedom in their 


Writings than preceding Authors. 





gyptian Colonys in other Parts of Greece; and 
Herodotus fays almoft all the Names of the Gods 
in Greece were from Egypt; to enforce which 
I haye tranflated: the following Account from 


Diodorus Siculus. 






ufeful to Mankind, 
cÆgypt; and to fuch they gave the Names of 
the. éeleftial Deditys. Their firt Prince was called 


Hia. from the Planet of that Name the Sun. 











and th 
much Comfort from the Heat, being thee Winter; 
from this he fired fome combuftible Matter, and 
grefervyed the Ufe of it afterwards to: Men; for 
whieh Reafon he was made Ru'er of the People. 
After this Chronos, or Satarn, -reigned, who mar- 
ryed his Sifter Rhea, of whom five Deitys were 
‘bor, whofe Names were Ofiris, Ifis, Typhon, 
Apollo, Aphrodite. Ofiris is Bacchus, and {fes 
Ceres or Demeter. Ifis was marrzed ig Ofiris, 
and, after fhe fhared the Dominton, made many 
Difcoverys for the Benefit of Life; fhe found 
the Ufe of Corn, which grew before negleĝed in 
the Fields like other Herbs; and Ofris begun 
to cultivate the Fruittrees. In Remembrance of 
thefe Perfons annual Rites were decreed, which 
are now preferved; in the Time of Harveft they 
offer the firt Fruits of the Corn to fir, and 
invoke her. Hermes invented Letters, and the 
Lyre of three Chords; jhe firft inftituted divine 
Worfhip, and ordained Sacrifices to the Gods. 


























The fame Hiftoriagn proceeds to relate the Exe 
pedition of Ofiris, who was accompanyed by his 
Brother /0//0 who is fayed to be the firft that 
pointed out the Laurel. Ofsris teok great Delighy 
in Mufic, for which Reafon he carryed with him 
a Company of Muficians, among which were nine ` 
Virgms eminent for their Skill in fmging, and in 

| other 
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.other Sciences, whom the Greeks call tie Ma/es,. 
and Akollo they ftile their Prefident. wfrzs at 
his Return was dcifyed, and afterwards murdered 
by his Brother Z¥p4on, a turbulept and impious 
Man zZ i fs and her Son revenged themfeiyes on. 
Lyphon and his Accomplices. 








Thus far Diodorus in his firt Book;. and Plu- 
tarch, in his Treatife of ffs and Ofirés, feems to 
think the Gzgeczaz Poets, in their Storys of Ju- 
piter and the Titans, and of Bacchus and Ceres, 


indebted to the CEg yptians. 


Diodorus, in his third Book, tells Us Cadmus, 


who was derived from Cig ypt, brought Letters. 
from Phænicia, and Linus was the firt among 


the Greeks who invented poetic Numbers and 
Melody, and who wrote an Account of the Ac- 
tions of the firt Bacchus; he had many Difciples,. 
the moft renowned of which were Hercules, Tha-. 
myris, and Orpheus. We are told by the fame 
Author that Orpheus, who was let into the The- 
ology of the Æg yptians, applyed the Generation. 
of the Ofris of old to the then modern Times, 
and, being gratifved by the Cadmeans, inftituted: 
new Rites, . Simele, the Daughter of Cadmus, be- 

ing ‘déflowred, bore a Child of the fame Likenefs 

which they attributed to Ofris of Æg ypt, Or- 
pleus, who was admited into the Mifterys of the 

Religion, endeavoured to veil her Shame by giv- 


ing 

















Opt. that Synele conceived by ove, 
browght forth Bacchus. Hence Men, partly thro 
Ignorance, and partly thro the 
for O1 phexs, and Confidence in* im, were de- 
cclvcd. 








fhort all the Storys which were told in Honour 
of thofe e Æg yptieans who had deferved well of 
their Country were, with their Names, ‘applyed to 
other Perfons. ‘Thus, according to the Hiftorian, 
the divine Orpheus ict out with Bribery, Flattery, 


and Delufion. 


_Heftod begins his Theogony with the firft Prin- 
ciple of the Heathen Syftem; that Chagas was the 
Parent of all, and Heaven and Earth the Parents 
of all vifible Things. That Heaven is -the Fa- 
ther, fays Plutarch, in his tuguiry after God, 
appears from his pouring down the Waters which 
have the fpermatic Faculty, and Earth the Mo- 

ther 
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the Origin of the f 


cal; but we muft ta | 
Story had Rife from Fable, or Hiftory, he feems 


to labour at reducing it to Nature; as in that 
of the Mufes > what was before of mean Original, 





from. nine Minftrels Slaves to a Prince, ts rendered 


great by the Genius of the Poet. 


I fhall conclude, thinking it all that is farther 
neceflary to be fayed, and particularly on the 
Mythology, with the follewing Tranflation from 


the Preface of Ld. Bacon to his Wifdom of: the 
Antients. — 














confeis my real Opinion is, tiat Myfterye and 
Allegory were froin the Original mténded in many 





Fables of the antient Poets: this appears’ apt and 
confpicuous to Me, whether ravifhed with a Ve- 
neration for Antiquity, or becaufe J find fuch Co- 
herence in the Similitude wiu: tne-Things figni- 
fyed, in the very Texture of the Fable, asd in 
the Propricty of the Names which are given to 
the Perfons or Actors in the Fable: and no Man 
can pofitively deny that this was the Senfe pro- 
pofed from the Begining, and induftrioufly veiled 
in this Manner. How can the Conformity and 
Judgement of the Names be obfcure te any? 
Metis being made the Wife of ove plainly fig- 
nifys Counfel. No one fhould be moved if he 
fometimes finds any Addition for the Sake of Hii- 
tory, or by Way of Embellifhment, or if Chro- 
nology fhould happen to be confounded, or if 
Part of one Fable fhould be transfered to ano- 
ther, and a new Allegory introduced; for thefe 
were all neceffary and to be expected, feeing they 
are the Inventions of Men of different Ages, and 
who wrote to different Ends, fome with a View. 


rx the Nature of Things, and other to cwil Af- - 
airs. 























B b We 





ail ney ma 
Imitation o 









4 pregnant eat low. 
amd brought forth Pallas armed from his Head? p 


Nothing can appear more monftrous, more like a 
Dream, and more out of the Courfe of thinking, 


than this Story in itfelf- What has a great Weight 
with Me is, that many of thefe Fables feem not 
to be invented by thofe who have related them,, 
Homer, Hefiod, and other Writers; for were they 
the Fi@ions of that Ages and of thofe who deli- 
vered them down to Us, Nothing great and ex- 
alted, according to my Opinion, could be ex- 
petted from fuch an Ongin: but if. any one 
will deliberate on this Subje& attentively, thefe 
will appear to be delivered and related as what 
were .befefe .believed and received, and not as. 
Talesthen firft invented and communicated ; be- 
fides as they are told in different Manners by 


Authors of almoft the fame Timês, they are ca- 
fyly 























and Mythology of the Antients. 


fyly pe cived to be common, and derived from 
old arer-orial Vradition, and are various only from 


the add'tional Embellifhments «vhich diverfe Wri- 
ters h: ye beftowed on them. 





in old Times, when the Invéntions of Mes 
afā the Conclufions deduced from them, were new 
and uncommon, Fables, Parables, a: d Similes, or 
all Kinds abounded. As Hieroglyr’ ts were more 
antient than Parables, Parabr&s were more antient 
than Arguments. We fhall clofe what we have 
here fayed with this Obfervation; the Wifdom of 
the Antients was either great or ‘happy; grean if 


thefe Figures were the Fruits of their Induftry, 
and happy, if they looked no farther, that they 


have afforded Matter and Occafion fo worthy 
Contemplation. 











The End of the Difcourfe. 
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POSTSCRIFT. 


Gannot take xy Leafe of this Work ‘weahout 
t expreffing my, Gratitude to Mr. Theobald for 
his kind Affitance in it. Much may with Jufre 
be faved to the Advantage of that Gentleman, 
but his owa Writings will be Teftimonys of his 
Abilitys, waen powhaps, this Profeffion of my 
Fyiesdthip for him, and of my Zeal for his Me- 
iit, fhall be forgot. 








Such Remarks as I have received from my 
Friends I have diftinguifhed from my own, in 
Juftice to thofe by whom I have been fo obliged, 
left, by a general Acknowledgement onty, fuch 
Errors as I may have poffibly commited, fhould, 
by the wrong Gueis of fome, be unjuftly imputed 
to them. 





Thomas Cooke. 
Feb. 15. 1728. 














ITHEOGONY 


From Chaos From Heaven and Earth 


Verfe 
Earth IQI 
Hell 194 | Ocean 
Love 296 | Coeus 
Erebus 202|Creus | 
Night 202 | Hyperion 
Japhet 


From Erebus and Night Thea 
Rhea 














Vere 

2.27 
228 
228 


Cottus 
Gyges 
Briareus 





Erom the Btood of*.+eiven 





289 
290 
291 


— 
The Fury? 
Wood-nymphs 


From the Mem) „of Heaven 


: Kenya 





296 


From Night 


Deftiny 
Fare 
Death 
Sleep 
Dreams 
Momus 
Care 
The Hefperides 
Clotho 
Lachefis 
Atropos 
Nemefis 
Fraud . 
Loofe Defire 
Old Age 
Strife 

































From Strife 














Sao 


A BLE, 


Murders 

lars `’ 

S aughters 

Deceits 

Quarrels 

Lys n 

Licenfe 

Lofles 

Domeftic Wounds 
Perjury 








From Sea and Earth 





From Nereus and Doris 


Proto 


I 
Eucrate FA 


Amphitrite 





A gave 
Pafithea 
Erato 
Eunice 
Doto 








84 | Pepnicao. 
oH Ceto 





















Protopxuia 385 Enyo 
= 
anc pe 
Galdtea 
Hippothoe 
Hipponoe 
dct st 391 : 
yale 5) a she Dind of it 









395 









‘| Chryfaor A4 
397 Pegafus 446: 
308 From Chryfaor and Callirhoe 
309 Geryon 456 
400} Echidna 468 








401 
From 'Typhaon and Echidna 





408 ai 
408| From Orthus and Chimæra 


409 





— 





Sphinx | 
The Nemean Lyon 514 


From Ocean and Tethys 
Sons 


PLL 
Ss > ` 
Faida 








The TABLE. 









Verfe 
Eridafius $23} Palitnoe 
Strymon 525| Plexaure = 
Moeander §25| Galaxaire 
liter 525) Dion 
Phafis 526) Molobofis 
Rhefus 


Achelous 
-Nefis 
Rhodius 
Haliacmon 
Heptaporus- 
Granic 
 Æ{apus 
‘Termup 
STNA S 
Peneus 
Caic 
Sangarius 
Ladon 




















Parthenius Calypfo 

Evenus Telettho 

Ardefcus Eurynome 

Scamander Eudore 

Tyche 
Daughters Ocyroe 
Amphiro 

Pitho Styx 

Admete 

Ianthe From Hyperion and Thia 
Electra 

Doris 543 i The Sun 581 
Prymno 548 The Moon 582 
‘Urania © 449| Aurora | 533 
Hippo. _ FIA 

lymene 550 From Creus and Eurybia 

Rodia 551 
Zeuxo | SSL A {treeus 5 OS 
Calliroe 552] Perfes 587 
Clytie 553 | Pallas 588 
Idya. 553 


From 


eo 


©) | 


The TABLE. 








Frém A&rogps and Aurora From all the Gods 


Verfe 
Weft Pandora 850 


: e 
Winds South . 
North ` 








rth 


From Tartarus and Earth 
Typhoceus | 1136 


From ‘T. ohoeus 


Lucifa. 
The Stars 


From Pallas snd Styx.. 


‘Zeal 
Vidtory 


alour 














The peteiwvus Winds 1195 







From Jove and Themis 














Might -_ 
Eunomie 
From Coeus and Phoebe The Hours’ Dice 
Irene 
Latona 627 
Afteria 621 Clotho 
The Fates Lachefis 
From Perfes and Afteria Atropos 





Hecate -633 





From Jove and Eurynome 
From Saturn and Rhea 






Aglaia I2ŞI 
The GracesS Euphrofyne 1251 
Thalia 1252 





From Jove gerd Ceres 












Perfephone _— rr 7 
From Japhet and Clymene 
Atlas 772%| From Jove and Mnemofyne 
Mencetius 77% | æ 
Prometheus 774| The Mufes 1262 
Epimetheus 775 \ Clio 119 
C c Mel- 











M - 
É ’ E A | 
J 


LŽ 
The TABLE 
From Tove and Miia 


Verfe 





Melpomene 
Eur oe 






Hermes 


















Polymnia From Jove and Sim@le 
4a i 
Calliope Bacchus 1302. 
From Jót , tona | 
we Jotad La From-Jove and Alcmene 
Apolla d 
emis = Hercules 1204 





From Jove and Juno 


~ From the Sun and Perig- 
Eucma | 










127 ° l 
Mars 1273 | Sice 1319 
Hebe 1273 z312 





From the- Head of Jove From Æetes and .Idya 


Medea 





Minerva. 1279 





1329 





Fron Juno 
From Jafon and Ceres 






Vulcan. 1281] 
Plutus 13226 





Frem Neptune: and Amphitrite 
From Cadmus and Harmonia 





Triton 1284 





Frtm Mars and Venus 


= I289 
1289 
1294} 














From “Withonus wnd Aurora 


B Verfe 
HemzeRjon | 13256; Achilles 


Memnon 1356 








From Anthifes and Venus 
Erim Cephalus and Aurora 














Æneas T387 
Phaethon 1359 
| From Ul T and Circe- 
From jafon and Medea y | | 
Agrius 1390 
Medeus 1277 Latinus 59O 





From Ulyfles and Calypfo 


Naufitheus 1395 
1380] Naufinous 1395 









Tbe End of the Theogony. . 


Errors of the Prefs. 


Verfe 344 for the read they. Verfe 452 for 
Thunder read Lightning. Verle 456 for Gorgon 
read Geryon. Verfe 1390 for Agrion reaa- Agrius. 
Note 22 for 1901 read 190. Note 46 forufet- 
ens read uC erç hs- 








The End of the fecond Volume. 


